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1 /77 Equality of rights for commercial agents 
Common Declaration by Parliament, 
the Council and the Commission, 
on fundamental rights 
The European Parliament, th~ Council and the Commission, 
Whereas the Treaties establishing the European Communities are based on the principle of respect for 
the law; 
Whereas, as the Court of Justice has recognized, that law comprises, over and above the rules em-
bodied in the Treaties and secondary Community legislation, the general principles of law and in par-
ticular the fundamental rights, principles and rights on which the constitutional law of the Member 
States is based; 
Whereas, in particular, all the Member States are Contracting Parties to the European Convention for 
the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms signed in Rome on 4 November 1950, 
Have adopted the following Declaration: 
1. The European Parliament, the Council and the Commission stress the prime importance they at-
tach to the protection of fundamental rights, as derived in particular from the constitutions of the 
Member States and the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms. 
2. In the exercise of their powers and in pursuance of the aims of the European Communities they 
respect and will continue to respect these rights.1 
1 This common declaration was adopted by Parliament on 10 February, by the Commission on 2 March and by the Council 
on 8 March. It was signed in Luxembourg on 5 April by the Presidents of the three institutions. 
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PART ONE 
SPECIAL FEATURES 
1. Portugal's application 
for accession 
to the Communities 
1.1.1. On 28 March Portugal formally presented 
its application for accession to the European 
Communities. This application is contained in 
three letters addressed by Mr Mario Soares, the 
Portuguese Prime Minister, to Dr David Owen, 
the United Kingdom Foreign Secretary and Pres-
ident of the Council. 
This step had been expected for some weeks, fol-
lowing the tour of the Member States' capitals 
made by Mr Soares between mid-February and 
mid-March to sound out the intentions of the 
Governments, and following statements made by 
Mr Soares when he visited the Commission on 
11 and 12 March.1 
Portugal's application for membership-less than 
two years after that made by Greece in June 
19752-is thus the second application received by 
the Communities since their enlargement on 1 
January 1973 (with the entry of the United King-
dom, Ireland and Denmark). 
The presentation of the Portuguese application 
1.1.2. In one of the letters addressed to the 
President of the Council, Mr Soares states: 'On 
behalf of the Government of the Portuguese 
Republic and in accordance with the position 
adopted by the Assembly of the Republic, I have 
the honour to inform your Excellency that Por-
tugal is hereby applying for membership of the 
European Economic Community in accordance 
with the provisions of Article 237 of the Treaty 
establishing the EEC'. The wording of the other 
two letters is similar, except that there the refer-
ence is to the provisions for accession in the 
other Treaties-Article 205 of the Euratom Trea-
ty and Article 98 of the ECSC Treaty. 
In a letter accompanying this triple application, 
Mr Jose Medeiros Ferreira, the Portuguese For-
eign Minister, expressed to the President of the 
Council his great satisfaction at this event, which 
was the culmination of the efforts undertaken by 
Portugal and the Communities in the initial stage 
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of the process aiming ultimately at Portugal's full 
integration into the European Communities. 
1.1.3. The same day, Mr Roy Jenkins, Presi-
dent of the Commission, received the head of the 
Portuguese Mission to the Communities, who in-
formed him of his Government's action. Mr Jen-
kins welcomed Portugal's application. 
The Portuguese position 
1.1.4. The trend towards closer relations with 
the Community since 1974 3 suggested further 
developments would follow and, when the Portu-
guese Foreign Minister visited Brussels in Sep-
tember last year, he made it fairly clear that his 
country would in due course be presenting an ap-
plication for accession to the Communities. 
Mr Mario Soares, the Portuguese Prime Minister, 
gave a more precise statement of his country's 
position during his visit to the Commission on 
11 and 12 March. 
In a speech made at a dinner given in his honour 
by the Commission, Mr Soares announced that 
Portugal wuld soon be making a formal applica-
tion for membership and stated that this step 
constituted a challenge: 
'A challenge for Portugal first of all, since we are 
not unaware of our weaknesses or of our present 
difficulties. A challenge, too, for Europe, since in 
knocking at Europe's door we feel we are giving 
expression to the meaning and to the truly Eu-
ropean dimension of the political and social 
changes that have taken place in the recent past 
and are indeed still proceeding in southern Eu-
rope. To ignore this new reality would merely 
serve to widen the gap which, economically 
speaking, still separates southern and northern 
Europe, with all the dangers of disintegration and 
1 Point 2.2.47. 
Bull. EC 6-1975, points 1201 to 1212. 
Bull. EC 9-1976, points 1301 to 1304. 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
Portugal 
cleavage that this would be bound to entail for 
the whole of Europe in the lonv; term.' 
The Portuguese Prime Minister went on to say: 
'We are making our approach to Europe in full 
awareness of our responsibilities; let it not be said 
that we are blind to the reality of our own situ-
ation or of yours. That is why, while refusing any 
new status short of full accession with all that 
that implies in terms of rights and obligations, we 
recognize the specific and individual nature of 
each application for membership. 
The series of austerity and economic and finan-
cial recovery measures which my Government 
has recently adopted demonstrates our desire to 
press on with our own efforts for domestic rec-
overy at the same time as an integrated develop-
ment and cooperation programme is being es-
tablished in conjunction with the Community. 
With precise guidelines and the implementation 
schedules dictated by our grand European design, 
this programme r:nust constitute a far-reaching 
plan, running parallel to the accession negotia-
tions themselves. In addition, political coopera-
tion arrangements may be envisaged and studied 
to steer these actions in the right direction and 
place them squarely in the general context of 
Community life. 
Before concluding, let me make it quite clear that 
we are approaching accession to the Communi-
ties in a spirit of total honesty as regards our in-
tentions and of clarity as regards the reality of 
our situation. We would therefore like to remove 
all doubt from the start both as to the meaning 
and institutional scope of our approach and as to 
the spirit in which we envisage the continuation 
of the procedures leading up to accession. We 
feel that it is in our interests as well as those of 
the Community to facilitate the progressive solu-
tion of the problems faced so that we can fit har-
moniously into the Community machine, with 
full respect for the principles and disciplines 
which guarantee the Community's cohesion and 
smooth operation ... ' 
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The Community reaction 
1.1.5. The Commission's position-which the 
President reaffirmed on 28 March when he 
voiced his satisfaction at the official presentation 
of Portugal's application for accession-had alrea-
dy been stated by Mr Jenkins on 11 March. 
' ... The Community', the Commission President 
said, had 'Very rapidly recognized the significance 
of the events taking place in Portugal through 
the provision of emergency aid and the agree-
ments on the Protocols designed to bring closer 
trading relationships between Portugal and the 
Community and to make available a steady 
source of financial assistance. 
Furthermore, a year ago, your country was wel-
comed into the circle of democratic nations rep-
resented in the Council of Europe. 
Now you have embarked on the next stage of 
your progress towards the Community. You have 
told us today of the discussions you have been 
conducting in the capitals of our Member States: 
discussions which will have left you in no doubt 
of the collective wish of the Governments and 
peoples of the EEC to see Portugal take her place 
alongside them in the task of creating a new 
Community. 
Your discussions will also have touched on some 
of the severe economic problems which confront 
you and which the Community is determined to 
help you resolve. We have talked about these 
matters today and we shall speak of them again 
tomorrow. It is, I think, entirely appropriate that 
the role of the Commission over the issue of Por-
tugal's membership of the Community will be a 
central one and we look forward to broadening 
steadily our contacts with all parts of your ad-
ministration and institutions in the months 
which lie ahead. You can be sure of our pro-
found goodwill in the task of analysis, assess-
ment and advice to Portugal and to the Member 
States of the Community which falls to us ... ' 
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1.1.6. The joint communique published at the 
end of Mr Soares' visit concluded as follows: 
'Without prejudice to the decision which it was 
for the Council to take under Article 237 of the 
Treaty of Rome, the Commission informed the 
Portuguese Delegation of its full understanding 
and its desire to give Portugal every help in seek-
ing the most appropriate solutions, thereby en-
abling Portugal to take its place in the European 
Community as soon as possible, to the mutual 
benefit of the two parties.' 
For its part, the Council published the following 
communique (at the conclusion of its meeting on 
5 April): 
'The Council agreed to acknowledge receipt of 
the letters in which Mr Mario Soares, Prime Min-
ister of the Portuguese Republic, applied on 28 
March 1977 for" Portugal to become a member of 
the European Communities. The Council agreed 
at the same time to implement the procedure 
provided for in this connection by the Treaties.' 
In other words, the Commission will first be in-
vited to present its opinion to the Council before 
the Council itself adopts a position. 
In the press conference held at the end of the 
meeting, Dr Owen, President of the Council, 
stated that the procedure laid down-in the 
event of the presentation of an application for ac-
cession to the Communities-had been set in 
motion. He added that in taking this action the 
Council was aware of the problems to be faced 
on the road leading to Portugal's integration into 
the Community, and that the problems were ac-
knowledged by Portugal itself. 
10 
2. The Treaties of Rome 
are twenty years old 
1.2.1. On 25 March 1977 the European Com-
munity celebrated the twentieth anniversary of 
the signing of the Treaties of Rome which gave 
birth to the Common Market (EEC) and Euratom 
(EAEC). Five years after the first European Com-
munity-the Coal and Steel Community- was 
set up, the six founder countries took a decisive 
step towards 'an ever closer union among the 
peoples of Europe'. 
Outstanding dates 
in the past twenty years 
1.2.2. On 25 March 1957, in the Rome Capitol, 
the Ministers of the six original countries signed 
the Treaties establishing the EEC and Euratom. 
On 1 January 1958 the institutions of the new 
Communities were set up in Brussels. The fol-
lowing year saw the first stage in the removal of 
customs barriers between the Six ( 10% cut in 
tariffs within the Community). A common mar-
ket in nuclear materials was set up between the 
Six on 1 June 1959 and on 1 June 1960 the Eur-· 
atom Supply Agency began operating. On 1 Jan-
uary 1962, the Community moved into a second 
stage when the first regulations for the com-
mon agricultural policy were issued. On 1 July 
1962 moves towards the customs union were 
speeded up with a 50% reduction. On 20 July 
1963 a convention on an association with over-
seas countries was signed in Yaounde. On 8 April 
1965, the Six decided to merge the executive 
bodies of the EEC, ECSC and Euratom and to 
set up a single Council and a single Commission. 
On 1 July 1968 the customs union was completed 
eighteen months ahead of the Treaty sched-
ule; all customs duties were abolished in trade 
between Community countries and a common 
external tariff became operational. At the same 
time the common organization of agricultural 
markets now extended to 90% of agricultural 
produce while, in the social field, complete free-
dom of movement of workers was established. 
At their summit meeting in The Hague on 1 and 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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2 December 1969, the Six decided to begin mov-
ing towards economic union, to embark on pol-
itical cooperation and to open talks with the United 
Kingdom and oth.er applicant oountries. In April 
1970 they agreed on a system of Community fi-
nancing under which the Community has its 
own resources, making it independent for 
budgetary purposes. On 13 January 1971 a deci-
sion was taken to reorganize the Joint Research 
Centre (Euratom). The Treaty for the accession of 
i:he new countries to the Community signed in 
~russels on 22 January 1972 came into force on 
1 January 1973. On 28 February 1975 a conven-
tion between the Nine and forty-six African, Carib-
bean and Pacific countries was signed in Lame. 
At its Rome meeting on 1 and 2 December 1975 
the European Council decided that the European 
Parliament would be elected by direct universal 
suffrage for the first time in 1978. On 20 Septem-
ber 1976, the representatives of the Member 
States meeting in Brussels signed the Act for the 
election ~f representatives to the European Parli-
ament. 
The celebration of 
the twentieth anniversary 
Address by Mr Argan, the Mayor of Rome 
1.2.3. Mr Argan, the Mayor of Rome, wel-
comed those present and said: ' ... Rome regards 
25 March 1957 as one of the most exciting and 
most memorable dates in its lengthy history. It 
rejoices at seeing its name linked symbolically 
and in reality to the documents creating the first 
supranational political body, the European Com-
munity. This ancient city which I represent takes 
legitimate pride in the fact that, at an earlier pe-
riod of history, lasting several centuries, it gave 
form and substance to the notion of Europe, 
making it not just a geographical concept but also 
a historical one; Rome was thus the starting 
point for the development of that European cul-
ture from which, despite many setbacks, some of 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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them bloody, the movement towards a political-
ly united Europe ultimately emerged. 
The climate today as we celebrate this twentieth 
anniversary, is less euphoric than that surround-
ing the tenth anniversary in 1967. At that time 
we were applauding the achievements of an 
economic miracle which we thought had been 
born of the European Economic Community it-
self, little realizing that it was but the prelude to 
a crisis which, only a few years later, was to hit 
many of Europe's nations ... The crisis is not 
only economic . . . but also cultural. 
... As representative of this great city, still one of 
the great pillars of civilization in the world, may 
I now couple with my welcome to the heads of 
these great powers in Europe an appeal, and an 
urgent one at that: may the meetings you hold 
here offer the citizens of Europe the prospect, not 
necessarily of prosperity and material well-being, 
but above all, of a common active commitment, 
of mutual solidarity, of social justice, of political 
and human dignity, of freedom and of peace .. .' 
Address by President Leone 
1.2 .4. Mr Giovanni Leone, the President of the 
Italian Republic, then spoke: ' ... Progress in the 
building of Europe has not always been smooth 
and continuous, for it reflects the diversity, 
sometimes even the divergence, of its fundamen-
tal principles. But a closer look at the individual 
stages in this great project shows that the under-
lying spirit is inspired by a strategy of patience, 
never once doubting that the ultimate aim is the 
peace and common destiny of our part of the 
world ... 
But experience has also taught us that either we 
act together or we do not act at all. Moreover, the 
commitment to Europe calls not only for consol-
idation and improvement of what has already 
been achieved, which includes the institutional 
and decision-making system, but also the pursuit 
of new objectives both within the Community 
and in relation to the outside world. The need for 
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a European foreign -policy is dictated by an 
awareness of the fact that it is impossible to cut 
the knots which are delaying the process of Eu-
ropean unification without at the same time rein-
forcing the existing institutional structures. With-
out firm and enlightened management of what 
Europe has already achieved, Europe is likely to 
become a modem-day Penelope, endlessly undo-
ing its own work under the pressure of economic, 
social or political circumstances. 
... A new era is opening in Europe. Significantly 
it begins with the first elections by direct uni-
versal suffrage which the European Council de-
cided on here in Rome in December 1975. This 
fundamental stage in the process of unification 
will entail more direct responsibility on the part 
of European political circles and increased parti-
cipation by public opinion. 
The vitality of the building of Europe is further 
demonstrated ... by the attraction Europe has for 
the outside world. The Community has only just 
been enlarged to the north and straightaway 
there is the prospect of a further enlargement to 
the south, without which no improvement in the 
geopolitical and geoeconomical balance is poss-
ible ... 
... A Europe enjoying splendid isolation in an in-
ternational context dominated by the dramatic 
problems of developing and distributing more 
fairly resources, technology and labour is incon-
ceivable. Voltaire himself so rightly stated peace 
in Europe and peace in the world to be insepar-
able. The European commitment consecrated by 
the Treaties of Rome was and remains the "foe-
dus pacificum", a peace pact deriving its historic 
legitimacy from this strategy of peace in the 
world which for its firm and durable foundation 
depends on the reconciliation and unificaton of 
the nations of Europe ... 
It is our young people who will both continue 
and benefit from the European enterprise and it 
is with them that we must work on the enor-
mous task of fitting them into the new reality of 
the world and of Europe. Yet this will be possible 
12 
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only if we make a united appeal to all our intel-
lectual and material resources and only if we re-
fuse to confine our endeavours to setting up bet-
ter structures or improving our legislative or ad-
ministrative machinery. What is at stake is some-
thing more important: we must help our young 
people to acquire that most precious of all posses-
sions-hope-without which no nation can aspire 
to greatness. This rebirth of hope for our younger 
generation is in every way a worthy objective for 
Europe. Let us therefore establish this as one of 
the priority objectives for our future action ... 
The Treaties of Rome have given us twenty 
years of economic progress and twenty years of 
peace in Europe. Even now, despite this crisis 
which is affecting us in differing degrees, we 
must firmly decide to take another step forward. 
When we finally achieve internal solidarity we 
must face up to a new task, that of creating the 
conditions for the advent of the European citizen, 
who will find his psychological, culturaL.and so-
cial equilibrium in the new society. \fhen we 
have done this we must hope at least that we 
shall be able to say "I am a European" with the 
same pride that in an earlier period of history ac-
companied the words "Civis romanus sum". This 
was the hope expressed by Winston Churchill 
ten years before the Treaties of Rome were 
signed and this is the hope which I would like 
to recall today, knowing that much has been 
done but knowing also that the most difficult 
and the most exhalting part of our task remains 
to be accomplished.' 
Statement by Mr Jenkins 
1.2.5. Mr Jenkins, the President of the Com-
mission, issued the following statement to mark 
the twentieth anniversary of the Treaties of 
Rome: 
' "Determined to lay the foundation of an even 
closer union among the peoples of Europe". 
These were the words, which twenty years ago, 
gave a new momentum to uniting Europe in the 
Bull. BC 3-1977 
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signature of the Treaty of Rome. On this anni-
versary it is right that we should praise and re-
member the achievements of those who built so 
well in the fifties. Their example of enthusiastic 
and realistic leadership overcame the damaging 
divisions between nations which had so disfi-
gured the past. It struck a positive response in the 
younger generation of the time whose memories 
of a Europe of division were sharp. Impelled by 
a determination to remake a European Unity, 
that generation of younger people is now itself in 
positions of power and influence in Europe. It is 
not enough for us simply to remember and cele-
brate. 
The challenge of Europe is now ours. We must 
ensure that our policies carry forward the aims of 
the Treaty of Rome, persuasively and practically. 
We must fashion in the lives of our peoples full 
awareness of the need for, and progress towards, 
European Union. Above all we must make this 
historic occasion the springboard for a new ad-
vance that can attract the enthusiasm and com-
mitment of those who will be responsible for Eu-
rope in twenty years time.' 
Exchange of letters between President Carter 
and President Jenkins 
1.2.6. The President of the United States sent 
the following message to the President of the 
Commission: 
'Dear Mr President: On the twentieth anniver-
sary of the Treaties of Rome which established 
the European Community, I am happy to extend 
warm congratulations to you and your colleagues 
on the Commission. The principles of the Rome 
Treaties reflect our shared aspirations for strong 
and democratic societies, seeking ways to ad-
vance human progress. The United States will 
continue to support the Community's efforts to 
realize these aspirations. I am convinced that a 
close and cooperative US/EC relationship is vital 
to us all, and I wish the Commission and the 
Community well as you move into a third decade 
of successful common enterprise.' 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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1.2. 7. Mr Jenkins replied to President Carter in 
the following terms: 
'Dear Mr President, On behalf of the Commis-
sion of the European Communities, I thank you 
most warmly for your letter of 17 March on the 
twentieth anniversary of the Treaties of Rome. 
From the earliest days the understanding and 
sympathy which the United States has shown for 
the European idea and its realization in the Eu-
ropean Communities has been a source of 
strength and encouragement. The relationship 
between the United States and the Communities 
is fundamental to the progress and wellbeing of 
our common democratic society, and will, I be-
lieve, become increasingly important to us both. 
We are particularly happy to receive your mes-
sage as the Communities move into their third 
decade.' 
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3. Commission's 
proposals 
for the review of 
the European Social Fund 
1.3 .1. In March the Commission proposed 
some major improvements to the rules for the 
operation of the European Social Fund, in an at-
tempt notably to deal with the present labour 
market situation. 
The European Social Fund, which was set up by 
the EEC Treaty, underwent radical reform pursu-
ant to a Council Decision of 1 February 1971,1 
which also provided for a review of the rules for 
the operation of the Fund before 1 May 1977. 
1.3 .2. It is in this context that the Commission 
approved and sent to the Council on 24 March 
proposals for adapting the European Social Fund 
to deal with the present difficult situation in the 
employment market and for increasing the ef-
fectiveness of the payments made from the 
Fund. In the coming months the Council is due 
to review its Decision of 1 February 1971 and to 
amend it, if necessary, on the basis of an opinion 
from the Commission. 
The Commission believes that, in addition to is-
suing such an opinion, this is also an opportune 
time to review the various implementing regula-
tions and to make proposals for their improve-
ment in the light of the experience of the past 
five years. The Commission also felt that it was 
appropriate to take into consideration other pos-
sibilities of intervention by the Fund which go 
beyond vocational training and geographical mo-
bility of workers. It is hoped that, following 
Council approval, the various amendments can 
enter into force on 1 January 1978. 
The Social Fund since 1971 
1.3 .3. The main activity of the Social Fund up 
to now has been to improve employment oppor-
tunities for workers in the Community by sub-
sidizing 50% of the cost of vocational training 
schemes in the member countries. In this way 
the employment of workers has been made easier 
and their occupational and geographical mobility 
within the Community increased. Since the Fund 
14 
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was reformed, more than two million persons 
have received its retraining aids and the annual 
appropriations have increased from 235 million 
u.a. in 1973 to 617 million u.a. in 1977. Thanks 
to the reforms introduced in 1971, the Fund be-
came a more flexible instrument for coping with 
employment problems. 
By a series of decisions the scope of the Fund 
has been progressively enlarged and the following 
groups of workers are now eligible for assistance: 
farmers leaving the land; workers in the textile 
and clothing sectors who need to acquire new 
skills; migrant workers; the handicapped; unem-
ployed persons under 25; workers in the under-
developed regions or regions with declining activ-
ities; workers who are forced to adapt owing to 
technical progress; and workers affected by the 
difficulties encountered by certain groups of en-
terprises. In the last three areas of intervention, 
women over 35 and elderly workers are among 
those groups which qualify for retraining aid. 
This rapid expansion in the range of the Fund's 
activities has led to certain difficulties such as the 
danger of too wide a dispersal of the Fund's in-
terventions, delays in adjusting to the demands 
of the labour market, and delays in the process-
ing of applications and payment of aids. The 
Commission's proposals are aimed at providing 
remedies for these problems and fall into two 
main categories: a better adjustment of Fund in-
tervention to employment requirements and con-
centration of action on the most pressing Com-
munity problems; increased effectiveness of the 
Fund's assistance. 
Furthermore, the Commission is considering the 
possibility of new assistance measures in the 
longer term. 
Better adjustment to 
employment requirements 
1.3.4. When the Fund was reformed in 1971, it 
was decided that its interventions would fall into 
1 OJ L28 of 4.2.1971. 
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two broad categories. Under Article 4 of the 
Council Decision, aid may be provided when ~he 
employment situation in ~pecific secto':'S, wh1ch 
the Council has to define, IS affected or m danger 
of being affected by Community policies. Exam-
ples are agriculture, textiles, migrant. workers. 
Under Article 5, aid may be granted .Without any 
further Council decision, to help combat long-
term structural unemployment and underemploy-
ment, especially of a regional nature. 
Given the limited resources available, the Fund 
cannot help to solve all the employment prob-
lems in the Community, so it is all the more 
necessary that the Fund's assistance should be 
more concentrated than in the past. Hence the 
Commission's new proposals aim to put a greater 
emphasis on aid to help regions with chronic un-
employment problems and introduce t~e possi-
bility of a variation in the Fund's rate of mterven-
tion from 50 to 65% for a limited number of re-
gions, to be defined by th~ Council on a p~oposal 
from the Commission, wh1ch are charactenzed by 
a particularly serious and prolonged imbalance in 
employment or by a decline in one or mor~ ec<_>-
nomic sectors of vital importance. Emphasis Will 
also be placed on regional aspects of sche~es to 
help specific sectors of the economy (Art1cle 4 
operations). 
In future, the Commission wants the budgetary 
authority to determine each year the Fu~d's 
strategy, so that aid can be directed more Pl'e<_:ISe-
ly to those sectors of the economy and reg10ns 
which need it most. The Commission therefore 
proposes to delete the clause which states that at 
least 50% of the Fund's resources should be 
spent on Article 5 interventions. 
However, the Commission also wishes to empha-
size that, in implementing these aims, it will not 
only continue the Article 5 regional interven~ions 
but it will try also to accentuate the regiOnal 
aspects of the Article 4 operations in such a way 
that the regional impact is not less than that at 
present. 
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The Commission will examine the regional im-
pact of the Social Fund interv~n~i~ns each year .in 
its Annual Report on the actlVltles of the Social 
Fund. Whenever it appears that this impact is 
not sufficient, the Commission will take the ap-
propriate measures in the framework of the an-
nual budgetary proposals, the annual guidelines, 
or proposals under Article 4. 
At the same time, the Commission proposes to 
introduce certain measures to remove or reduce 
restrictions which at present affect the assistance 
that certain categories of workers can receive 
from the Fund. These changes should ensure 
that the Fund has more power to help women 
find new jobs and to help self-employ~ persons 
to be trained to run small craft undertakings. The 
existing measures to help migrant work~rs to be 
trained and integrated into the domestiC labour 
force and young people to find a first job are to 
be prolonged. 
Aids to be made more effective 
1.3.5. The complexity of the current aid 
schemes and administrative procedures is one of 
the main reasons for the delays that deprive the 
Fund of its effectiveness. For example, according 
to the current rules assistance from the Fund 
must be granted on the basis of the real cost of 
the retraining or resettlement operation. But this 
means that for the checking and payment proce-
dures the real cost actually incurred must be know~ in the case of every individual covered by 
the operation. The new proposals in this. area ~m 
at a simplification of the aids system w1th<?ut. m-
volving too great a departure from the pnnc1ple 
of real costs. The following are among the 
changes which it is proposed to introduce: 
(a) a system of fixed unit costs, to be deter-
mined by the Commission on the . basis of da!a 
supplied by the Member States, will replace a1d 
granted on the basis of real costs; 
(b) applications for as~istance by Me.mber S~tes 
will be grouped accordmg to area of mterventlon 
IS 
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instead of being submitted for individual cases. 
This will make it easier to assess Member States' 
employment policies in the areas of Fund inter-
vention. Individual applications will continue to 
be allowed but should be much fewer than at 
present; 
(c) a major portion of the funds available will be 
approved at the start of the financial year partic-
ularly for grouped projects; this should allow 
Member States to estimate in good time the 
amount of assistance that can be counted on 
from the Fund; 
(d) advances will be granted as soon as opera-
tions have begun, and stringent verification 
procedures introduced, in close cooperation with 
the Member States, to ensure the satisfactory 
completion of the operations before the balance is 
paid; 
(e) a procedure will be established for monitor-
ing operations and checking the effectiveness of 
aids. 
Possibility of new aids in the long term 
1.3.6. The proposals presented by the Commis-
sion will be limited for the time being to Fund 
intervention in support of aids centred essentially 
on vocational training and the geographical and 
vocational mobility of the labour force. But going 
beyond the direct application of certain rules, 
these proposals contain openings for the future, 
in particular: 
(a) the possibility for the Council, on a proposal 
from the Commission, to apply new aids extend-
ing beyond the field of vocational training and 
mobility. These could be aids (at an intervention 
rate of the Fund of 35%) for the maintenance or 
creation of employment or other types of interven-
tion to enable workers to get stable jobs in eco-
nomically sound sectors. They could also be, 
analogous to existing ECSC measures, aids for 
the maintenance of incomes, for a determined 
period, of persons who have lost their jobs or 
whose employment has been reduced or sus-
pended and who are waiting for training or jobs; 
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(b) the possibility to modify, as necessary, the 
basic decision and t"O assign new tasks to the 
Fund. 
Such new aids and tasks could be defined, for ex-
ample, in debates in Parliament, the Council, the 
Economic and Social Committee, the Standing 
Committee on Employment or the Tripartite 
Conference. 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
4. Freedom of lawyers 
to provide services 
1.4.1. A directive to facilitate the exercise by 
lawyers of freedom to provide services was adopt-
ed by the Council on 22 March.1 
The initial Commission proposal of 17 April 
19692 was amended by the Commission on 25 
July 1975 3 before it was presented to the Council 
on 19 August 1975.4 
1.4.2. It is important to note that, in contrast 
with the action taken in the case of doctors-in 
respect of whom the two directives of 16 June 
19755 referred both to establishment and to the 
freedom to provide services-this directive facil-
itates only the freedom to provide services. The 
attainment of freeaom of establishment presup-
poses more detailed measures. The nature and 
scope of these measures will require further 
thought, since a lawyer's training is inseparable 
from the legal environment in which he is called 
upon to practise, whereas a doctor on the other 
hand ~Ives a. training of a tecbriical nature 
whfch he can exercise fn any State. The attain-
ment in practice of the right of establishment will 
therefore require more detailed provisions which 
are still being studied. 
1.4.3. Since European integration has brought 
about a growing interdependence in the business 
world and among citizens, lawyers are required to 
travel from one Member State to another with in-
creasing frequency. The Community therefore 
wanted to give legal effect to a situation which 
sometimes already existed in practice or was em-
bodied in agreements between legal professions. 
The attainment of this objective has been 
speeded up by two judgments of the Court of 
Justice of the Communities 6 which have held 
that the activities pursued by lawyers do not in 
principle involve the exercise of official authority 
and that, with regard to the provision of services, 
nationality and residence requirements may no 
longer be prescribed after the end of the tran-
sitional period. 
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Scope of the Directive 
1.4.4. The directive is based on the recognition 
of a lawyer's qualifications; in other words it 
covers lawyers as defined in the various Member 
States. However, in view of the characteristics of 
some countries' legal systems (notably the United 
Kingdom and Ireland), the Member States may 
exclude lawyers who are in the salaried employ-
ment of a public or private undertaking from pur-
suing activities relating to the representation of 
that undertaking in legal proceedings in so far as 
lawyers established in that State are not permit-
ted to pursue those activities. 
1.4.5. The freedom to provide services extends 
to all activities legitimately pursued by lawyers in 
the country in which they are established. How-
ever, the Member States may reserve certain 
fields of activity to specific categories of lawyers. 
Provisions governing lawyers 
providing services 
1.4.6. Lawyers providing services are exempted 
from compliance in the host State with any con-
ditions concerning residence or registration with a 
professional organization. 
Appearing before the courts and 
public authorities 
1.4. 7. With regard to activities relating to rep-
resentation before the courts and before public 
authorities, the lawyer providing services prac-
• OJ L 78 of 26.3.1977. 
2 OJ C 78 of 20.6.1969. 
3 Bull. EC 7/8-1975, point 2269. 
4 OJ C 213 of 17.9.1975. 
5 Bull. EC 6-1975, point 2272 and Bull. EC 12-1976, point 
2273. 
6 CJEC 21.6.1974, Case 2/74 (Reyners): [1974) ECR 631 and 
Bull. EC 6-1974, point 2477; and Case 33/74 (Van Binsberg-
en): [1974) ECR 1299 and Bull. EC 12-1974, point 2443. 
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tises under the same conditions as lawyers estab-
lished in the host country. He must observe two 
codes of professional conduct (that of the country 
from which he comes and that of the host coun-
try). Furthermore, the Member States may re-
quire him to respect rules of local conduct and to 
work in conjunction with a lawyer who practises 
before the judicial authority in question, in the 
interests of the public. 
Out-of-court activities 
1.4.8. With respect to the pursuit of activities 
out-of-court (consultations for example), the law-
yer must still observe the code of professional 
conduct of the country from which he comes, 
without prejudice, however, to the respect for 
certain rules of the host country (professional se-
crecy, incompatibility, etc.) provided that these 
rules are capable of being observed by a lawyer 
who is not established and that their observance 
is objectively justified to ensure the proper exer-
cise of the activities in question. 
1.4.9. This directive will enter into force on 24 
March 1979 once the Member States have adopt-
ed the measures required to ridapt their national 
laws accordingly. The directive affects approxi-
mately 125 000 lawyers established in the Com-
munity. 
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5. Action programme 
for the European 
aircraft industry 
Objectives adopted 
by the Council 
1.5.1. On 14 March the Council issued a crucial 
statement on the implementation of Community 
policy for the aircraft industry. 1 By adopting se-
ven clear objectives on concerted action and con-
sultations between the Member States, and em-
phasizing the need for cooperation between Eu-
ropean countries to ensure viable and competitive 
programmes, the Council took a decision which 
will have far-reaching political and economic 
ramifications. 
Reasons for joint action 
1.5.2. The Council statement is a follow-up to 
two earlier measures: the Council Resolution of 
4 March 1975 on concerted action and consulta-
tion between the Member States in this sector, 2 
and the proposal submitted to the Council by the 
Commission in October 1975 for an action pro-
gramme for the European aircraft industry. 3 
It has become obvious that the scale of invest-
ments and the risks involved in civil aircraft con-
struction mean that no longer may any European 
country launch new programmes in isolation, nor 
may Europe launch programmes which compete 
with each other. 
Cooperation between Community aircraft indus-
tries is hence essential if the design and construc-
tion capacities of all the Member States are to be 
put to optimum use. Programmes must also be 
on a genuinely Community scale; this involves 
subcontracting to competitive industries within 
the various Member States. European manufac-
turers must take joint action if they are to pene-
trate the American market; finally cooperation 
1 OJ C 69 of 19.3.1977. 
2 OJ C 59 of 13.3.1975. 
3 0J C 265 of 19.11.1975, Bull. EC 10-1975, points 1201 to 
1204 and Supplement 11/75 - Bull. EC. 
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should not be restricted to production alone but 
must span the whole process from research to 
marketing. 
The Council statement is primarily based on the 
aspects of the action programme presented by the 
Commission in October 1975 concerning the es-
tablishment of a joint programme for the con-
struction of large civil transport aircraft. Follow-
ing discussions held by the competent Council 
bodies on the action programme, the experts 
have decided to adopt the following four catego-
ries of aircraft: short- and medium-haul aircraft 
with a seating capacity of between 110 and 120, 
medium-haul narrow-bodied aircraft with 120 to 
180 seats, medium-haul wide-bodied aircraft with 
over 200 seats and long-haul wide-bodied aircraft 
with a seating capacity of around 200. The types 
selected will depend on the outcome of discus-. 
sions in progress between manufacturers, airlines 
and governments. Procedures for consultation 
within the Council could prove extremely useful 
in this respect. 
The objectives 
1.5.3. While the Resolution of 4 March 1975 re-
ferred only to a procedure of concertation and 
consultation, this time the Member States have 
agreed on the objectives of joint action. These 
objectives, as laid down in the Council statement 
of 14 March are as follows: 
(a) the establishment, in close consultation with 
all interested circles of a coherent strategy with 
regard to any new construction programme for 
large civil transport aircraft, whereby the various 
options will be examined and duplication avoided 
from the outset; 
(b) optimum use of design and construction ca-
pacities, including subcontracting to competitive 
industries, within the various Member States; 
(c) joint action by European manufacturers in 
the search for possible formulas for cooperation 
with United States industry, in order to promote 
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penetration of the world market by the European 
industry; 
(d) definition of economic viability criteria for 
deciding on the launching of any new pro-
gramme such as, for instance, a sufficient num-
ber of orders or options; 
(e) implementation of procedures to bring to-
gether the representatives of manufacturers and 
airlines for the purpose of defming aircraft types 
for pre-project discussions leading up to the de-
cision to launch; 
(f) adoption of all possible measures to ensure 
that airline companies give competitive European 
aircraft a fair chance; 
(g) exploration of the opportunities and the 
procedures for joint basic research with a view 
particularly to developing the know-how required 
for the next generation of aircraft and to making 
optimum use of the resources and capacities of 
the Member States. 
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PARY TWO 
ACTIVITIES 
IN MARCH 1977 
1. Building the 
Community 
Economic and monetary policy 
Economic growth, inflation and employment: 
statement by the European Council 
2.1.1. The European Council, which met on 25 
and 26 March in Rome, 1 adopted the following 
statement on growth, inflation and employment: 
'1. The European Council considered the pros-
pects for economic development within the Com-
munity and agreed that, in order to promote sus-
tained economic recovery and mitigate the severe 
unemployment being experienced in member 
countries, without risking the renewal of infla-
tion, there is a need for intensified cooperation at 
the Community as well as the international level. 
2. The European Council recognized that such 
action must in large oart be undertaken on a 
world scale in which the Community has an 
important role to play. In this connection they 
noted first that Community Ftnance Ministers have 
reached a large measure of agreement on the 
views they will put forward on international fi-
nancing problems at the meeting of the IMF In-
terim Committee in Washington at the end of 
April, and secondly that ways of encouraging a 
stronger, but still balanced, growth of world ec-
onomic activity will be a major theme of the 
London Summit in early May. 
3. The European 'Council further agreed in par-
ticular to seek action at the Community level in 
three directions: firstly, to promote measures to 
help resolve specific labour market problems, 
especially in improving training and employment 
opportunities for young people and women, sec-
ondly to encourage higher levels of investment in 
the Member States, and thirdly to halt divergence 
and promote convergence in their economic per-
formance. To this end, the European Council in-
vites on the one hand the Commission, in par-
ticular by the better use of Community instru-
ments, and on the other hand the Board of 
Governors of the European Investment Bank to 
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seek ways of improving the effectiveness of their 
activities. 
4. The European Council emphasized the im-
portance of cooperation between the social part-
ners in these matters and agreed to the holding 
of a further tripartite conference in the first half 
of this year, at a date to be fixed, at which prog-
ress and possibilities could be reviewed. The Eu-
ropean Council agreed to reconsider progress on 
this range of problems at its own projected meet-
ing in June. 
5. The European Council agreed to conduct at 
its meeting at the end of the year an examination 
of the results obtained in the fields of growth, 
employment and the fight against inflation, and 
to assess .the Community's prospects of making 
progress towards Economic and Monetary 
Union.' 
Fourth medium-term 
economic policy programme 
2.1.2. At a meeting held in Brussels on 14 
March at which Mr Denis Healey, the United 
Kingdom Chancellor of the Exchequer, took the 
chair, the Council, acting in accordance with Ar-
ticle 6 of its Decision of 18 February 1974,2 
adopted the fourth medium-term economic policy 
programme. 3 
The text adopted by the Council is largely the 
same as the draft which the Commission had 
forwarded to the Council early in October and 
which had been endorsed by Parliament 4 and by 
the Economic and Social Committee. 5 Only a 
few amendments have been made, and these af-
fect neither the broad objectives nor the guide-
lines for action proposed by the Commission. 
Point 2.3.35. 
OJ L 63 of 5.3.1974. 
3 Bull. EC 9-1976, points 1101 and 2201. 
4 Point 2.3.17. 
5 Bull. EC 11-1976, point 2457. 
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With regard to employment, the Council con-
firmed the objective of a return to full employ-
ment between now and 1980, but deleted the 
Commission's more specific proposal that the aim 
should be to cut the present number of unem-
ployed by half. Similarly, on the question of the 
regular reporting of investment projects, the 
Council departed from the Commission proposal, 
considering it more advisable to establish sectoral 
analyses nationally; only after the joint examin-
ation of the results of these analyses would it be 
possible to take Community decisions. Lastly, for 
technical and administrative reasons, the Council 
was unable to accept the Commission's proposal 
that customs checks on persons travelling within 
the Community should be discontinued. 
When adopting the fourth medium-term eco-
nomic policy programme, the Council agreed that 
this document should be treated as a reference 
framework which would be given fuller substance 
by the adoption of practical measures adapted to 
circumstances as and when necessary. Thus, it 
assigned to the Commission, in collaboration 
with the Economic Policy Committee and the 
Standing Committee on Employment, the task of 
examining the situation of and prospects for em-
ployment and of studying measures which could 
be taken in this field to attain the objectives •et 
by the fourth programme. 
The Economic Policy Committee has already be-
gun its work on employment, and it will conti-
nue work on investment and on the conditions 
that must be fulfilled if growth targets are to be 
reached. 
Strengthening of internal cohesion 
2.1.3. During its meeting on 14 March, the 
Council took note of a verbal report by the Chair-
man of the Monetary Committee 1 and of the re-
port of the Committee of the Governors of the 
Central Banks relating to intra-Community ex-
change rate relationships, which it had requested 
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at the meeting of 8 November 1976.2 The Coun-
cil then went on to exchange views on the sug-
gestions made by Mr Duisenberg at the meeting 
on 26 July 1976 which were designed to streng-
then the internal economic, financial and ex-
change rate cohesion of the Community.3 
It was agreed that these two Committees would 
continue their consultations, on a regular basis, 
on foreign exchange market trends and on the 
monetary, credit and budgetary policies which de-
termine these trends. 
Adjustment of economic 
policy guidelines for 1977 
2.1.4. In accordance with its ·convergence' De-
cision of 18 February 1974,4 the Council, at its 
meeting of 14 March, carried out the first exam-
ination of the economic situation in the Commu-
nity, on the basis of two documents presented by 
the Commission: a Communication on the ad-
justment, as required by economic developments, 
of the economic policy guidelines for 1977 laid 
down in the Annual Report adopted by the 
Council on 22 November 1976;5 and a document 
_l)rt:;:,0nting, in accordance with the Decision of 18 
February 1974, a summary account of the eco-
nomic policies pursued in 1976 and a report on 
the implementation of this Decision and the corifor-
mity of the policies pursued with the objectives set. 
On completion of this examination, the Council 
approved a Decision under which the Member 
States will pursue their economic policies in con-
formity with the guidelines specified in the Com-
mission Communication. In the Commission's 
opinion, the trends observed recently and the 
outlook for 1977 suggest that, assuming un-
1 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.1.2. 
2 Bull. EC 11-1976, point 2202. 
3 Bull. EC 7/8-1976, point 2201. 
OJ L 63 of 5.3.1974. 
Bull. EC 11-1976, point 2204. 
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changed economic policies, the objectives set for 
1977 in the Annuai·Report adopted last Novem-
ber may well prove unattainable. These objectives 
were for the first time in keeping with the me-
dium-term strategy agreed at the second Tripar-
tite Conference 1 and set out in the fourth medi-
um-term economic policy programme. 2 For the 
Community as a whole, they embodioo a growth 
rate of 4%, an inflation rate held down to 7 to 
8%, improvement of the labour market and a re-
duction in external disequilibria. The Community 
must consequently make a further effort to 
achieve a rapid return to internal and external 
equilibrium, so as to improve the basic conditions 
for lasting growth and a reduction in unemploy-
ment in the years to come and to make up for 
lost time in reaching the medium-term goals. 
However, the fundamental guidelines for economic 
policy set out in the Annual Report must remain 
differentiated according to the circumstances of 
the Member States, since the insufficient progress 
made in reducing disequilibria-both internal and 
external-and the disparities between member 
countries mean lhat a large-scale and simultane-
ous boost to the economy throughout the Com-
munity is out of the question. Additional efforts 
are essential: 
(i) the revival of demand and production must 
be firmly sustained in the Member States with 
favourable payments balances and relatively low 
rates of inflation. Given the uncertainty as to the 
economic outlook, both internationally and inter-
nally, the Community must see to it that Ger-
many and the Netherlands achieve a growth rate 
of 5% and 4% respectively; 
(ii) economic policy must be as restrictive as 
possible in the countries where the payments bal-
ances are in deficit and the inflation rates still 
high, so as to break the sequence of currency de-
preciation and price increases. In particular, the 
Community must see that Italy, Ireland and the 
United Kingdom bring their annual inflation 
rates down to under 15% in the second half of 
1977. 
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The Community's development and cohesion are 
endangered by the persistence of inflationary 
strains created by an excessive and disordered 
surge of internal costs; these dangers still point to 
the need, in several member countries, for a so-
cial consensus on action aimed at moderating the 
rise in households'· incomes and at increasing 
productivity gains. It is incumbent on the mem-
ber countries to promote this consensus by ap-
propriate measures, particularly as regards the de-
velopment of prices, taxation, working condi-
tions, asset ownership and workers' participation 
in the decision-making process. 
Unemployment cannot be scaled down more rap-
idly and structural disparities within the Commu-
nity cannot be reduced unless an active Invest-
ment and employment policy is implemented on a 
coordinated basis. Thus, in all the member coun-
tries, economic policy must be designed to ensure 
that the propensity to invest is sustained in the 
medium term and to improve the general condi-
tions for the growth of fixed investment; the 
scale of investment in 1977 will, however, be de-
termined by the particular situation, in each 
country, as regards unemployment, the budget 
deficit and inflation. The Member States facing 
balance of payments difficulties must step up 
their efforts to reduce their dependence on im-
ported energy and to speed up the reallocation of 
resources to the export sector. In the employment 
field, obstacles of every kind liable to discourage 
firms planning to take on workers must be iden-
tified and overcome, and decisions on official in-
vestment incentives and on the authorization of 
price increases must reflect more closely the need 
to create new jobs. Specific measures to reduce 
the unemployment of young people must be 
strengthened. 
In all the Member States, budgetary policy should 
be designed to reduce the public sector borrowing 
requirement as a proportion of gross domestic 
product. However, the countries with favourable 
Bull. EC 6-1976, point llOl. 
Bull. EC6-1976, point 1102 and 9-1976, point 1101. 
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payments balances should reconcile this objective 
with the urgent need to remedy the inadequacy 
of private and public investment, while the coun-
tries where the fight against inflation is still a pri-
ority should stand firm in their determination to 
restrain their expenditure as much as possible 
and-in some cases-to bring tax revenue more 
closely into line with the scale of their budget 
commitments. 
The diversity of constraints, particularly external 
constraints, to which the Member States are sub-
ject means that monetary policies must be framed 
in accordance with these differing circumstances. 
Nevertheless, the Member States must work out 
together an internally consistent framework for 
the growth of their principal monetary aggregates. 
Further to Council instructions, work aimed at 
setting intermediate objectives is proceeding, and 
there is every prospect that it will yield effective 
solutions. Several member countries have also al-
. ready introduced monetary targets in line with 
the guidelines set out in the Annual Report of 
November 1976; provided that the targets are ob-
served, this in itself constitutes progress towards 
aligning monetary policies within the Commu-
nity. 
Community loan 
2.1.5. Pursuant to a Decision taken by the 
Council at its meeting on 14 March, 1 Mr Ortoli, 
Vice-President of the Commission, signed on be-
half of the Community, on 24 March, a contract 
for a loan of US $ 100 million with a syndicate of 
nine Dutch banks led by the Algemene Bank 
Nederland NV. The loan consists of: 
(i) a tranche of US $ 25 million for three and a 
half years, 
(ii) a further tranche of US $ 45 million for four 
and a half years, and 
(iii) a tranche of US$ 30 million for five and a 
half years. Interest is payable annually at 75/s%. 
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This operation, which took effect on 1 April, will 
be used to repay a US $ 100 million tranche of 
the US $ 300 million floating-rate bank loan 
raised by the Community in March 1976.2 A first 
tranche, also of US $ 100 million, had already 
been repaid in October 1976 by means of the 
yield from a fixed-rate bond issue floated in the 
United States. 
The new consolidation operation, like the previ-
ous one, complies with the wish, expressed by 
the Council in March 1976, that the maximum 
Community loans should be issued at fixed rates. 
The funds raised have been on-lent on the same 
terms to Italy and Ireland, in the same propor-
tions as the loans they were granted in 1976,3 i.e. 
10/13 and 3/13 respectively. 
Monetary Committee 
2.1.6. The Monetary Committee held two 
meetings during the month, with Mr Pohl in the 
chair. 
The 228th meeting in Paris on 3 March was 
chiefly devoted to an exchange of views on the 
problems of international liquidity and the sur-
veillance of exchange rate policies by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, in preparation for the 
meeting of the Interim Committee of the Fund 
to be held in Washington on 28 and 29 April. It 
was agreed that the chairman of the Committee 
would inform the Council, at its meeting on 14 
March, of the progress made in the preparation of 
the various subjects which were likely to be dealt 
with at that meeting. 
At its 229th meeting in Brussels on 30 March, 
the Committee devoted one of its regular reviews 
of trends in the individual countries to the situ-
ation in the United Kingdom; it also continued 
1 OJ L 72 of 19.3.1977. 
Bull. EC 3-1976, point 2202. 
Bull. EC 3-1976, point 2201. 
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its work on international monetary problems, in 
preparation for the Interim Committee Meeting; 
lastly, it adopted an Opinion to be sent to the 
Council and the Commission on the use of the 
European Unit of Account in the Community 
budget. 
The Working Party on the Harmonization of 
Monetary Policy Instruments also met in Brus-
sels on 29 March to continue its work on the 
transmission process. 
Economic Policy Committee 
2 .1. 7. Three meetings of the Economic Policy 
Committee were held in Brussels in March. 
The meeting of 3 March, with Mr Cortesse in the 
chair, was given over entirely to an examination 
of the problems posed by the attainment of the 
objectives of the fourth medium-term economic 
policy programme. The Committee agreed on a 
work programme for the months ahead, deciding 
to study in turn employment policies, problems 
connected with payments balances and short-
term growth paths, revised medium-term projec-
tions, and investment. 
On 23 March the Committee met in its reduced 
'budgets' composition, with Mr Middelhoek in 
the chair. The meeting was primarily devoted to 
the Community's budgetary problems in 1978. 
After a detailed exchange of views on these prob-
lems, the Committee agreed to adopt two Opin-
ions, one on the broad lines of the draft Commu-
nity budget (for the joint Council meeting (For-
eign Affairs-Finance) on 5 April) and the other 
on the maximum rate of increase of non-compul-
sory expenditure applicable in the draft budget. 
Lastly, on 28 March, with Mr Maldague in the 
chair, the Committee devoted itself to examining 
the scope and limits of specific measures to pro-
mote employment: it recognized that only vigor-
ous and sustained growth would permit the em-
ployment problem to be solved, but that for the 
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time being, since blanket measures to boost the 
economies were out of the question, specific and 
carefully tailored arrangements were needed. 
The Working Pany on Public Finance met in 
Brussels on 10 March to complete its examina-
tion of trends in social security expenditure: it 
decided to bring its work on this subject to an 
end by sending a report to the Committee. 
Situation of, and prospects for, 
the world economy 
2.1.8. A group of independent experts, set up 
by the Commission in the context of its studies 
on medium-term economic assessments, has just 
reported to the Commission. 
In its report, entitled 'Situation of, and prospects 
for, the world economy: the Community's depen-
dence and influence', the group emphasizes that 
far-reaching changes in the international econom-
ic and monetary structures in recent years have 
given questions relating to the main tendencies 
and the interdependence of medium-term eco-
nomic developments of the Community and its 
world environment a new importance. The fun-
damental trends and problems are such that a 
much broader possible range of quantitative de-
velopments has to be envisaged than was the 
case in the sixties. 
Starting with a summary of the present situa-
tion-the features of which are inflation, unem-
ployment, grave trade and balance of payments 
disequilibria, the upheaval of the international 
monetary system, a threat to free trade, and the 
growing politicization of international economic 
relations-the report goes on to examine the 
Community's medium-term economic prospects 
from the angle of the uncertainties and implica-
tions connected with a high and a low 'growth 
!llte. It then examines the role of exchange rates 
m the context of current account imbalances in-
ternationally and within the Community, empha-
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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sizing a number of actions and policies necessary 
to safeguard free trade and satisfactory growth. 
Lastly, after reviewing the facts and general out-
lines of economic relations between the major 
groups of countries (industrialized countries, 
developing countries, OPEC and Eastern-bloc 
countries), the report deals with the implications 
of the present economic situation and the role 
which the Community might play. 
The discussions on the problems outlined and 
the drafting of the report contributed to the pre-
paratory work on the fourth medium-term eco-
nomic policy programme by highlighting a num-
ber of tendencies and problems of the world eco-
nomy and the interdependence between these 
tendencies and problems and the Community's 
medium-term economic outlook. 
Internal market and 
industrial affairs 
Free movement of goods 
Removal of technical barriers to trade 
2.1.9. Two directives-concerning technical bar-
riers to trade in tractors and motor vehi-
cles-were adopted by the Council in March. The 
Commission, for its part, decided to refer to the 
Court of Justice the cases of several Member 
States which have not implemented a number of 
directives relating to measuring instruments. 
Tractors 
2.1.10. The Directive on the driver-perceived 
noise level of tractors was adopted by the Council 
on 29 March in order to allow the EEC type-ap-
proval procedure laid down in the Council Direc-
tive of 4 March 1974 to be put into effect. Fur-
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ther work was able to be done on this proposal 
when on 25 January 1973, the United Kingdom 
communicated a UK Bill on the subject, pursuant 
to the Standstill Agreement. The Directive pro-
vides two methods of measurement setting max-
imum levels of 90 and 86 decibels respectively 
(compared with maximum levels of 102 and 103 
decibels under the present system). To give trac-
tor manufacturers enough time to make the ne-
cessary adjustments, the Directive also provides 
for a transitional period (o expire on 1 October 
1981) during which the set levels may be ex-
ceeded by 6 decibels. 
Motor vehicles 
2.1.11. Earlier-on 8 March 1-the Council 
amended its Directive of 6 February 19702 con-
cerning the permissible sound levels and exhaust 
systems of motor vehicles. In recognition of the 
additional noise nuisance resulting from the in-
creasing number of vehicles on the roads, and of 
the technical progress made in motor vehicle 
construction, the Directive further reduces the 
permissible noise level (in decibels) for the var-
ious categories of vehicles. 
Non-implementation of directives 
2.1.12. On 3 March, the Commission decided 
to start proceedings in the Court of Justice 
against four Member States for their failure to 
implement directives relating to measuring instru-
ments adopted in 1971, 1972, 1973 and early 
1974. The Member States concerned have not 
taken the necessary steps to incorporate the di-
rectives into their national legislation: they are 
Belgium (three cases of infringement), Luxem-
bourg (three cases), The Netherlands (two cases) 
and Italy (twelve cases). 
1 OJ L 66 of 12.3.1977. 
2 OJ L 42 of 23.2.1970. 
* 
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2.1.13. In March, Parliament' and the Econom-
ic and Social Committee delivered a number of 
opinions on Commission proposals relating to the 
removal of technical b8.rriers to trade. On 11 
March, Parliament gave its views concerning a 
proposal for a directive on pleasure craft and their 
fittings; at its meeting on 30 and 31 March, the 
Economic and Social Committee2 delivered opinions 
on fifteen proposals, of which eleven concerned 
motor vehicles. 
Safeguard measures 
Ireland 
2.1.14. On 14 March 3 the Council extended for 
one year (until 31 December 1977) the validity of 
its Decisions of 24 February 19764 and 22 July 
1976 5 authorizing Ireland to take safeguard mea-
sures in connection with imports of shoes with 
leather uppers from the six EFf A (European 
Free Trade Association) countries. The purpose 
of this authorization-which will now expire on 
the same date as the corresponding authorization 
granted for imports from the Member States-is 
to prevent Irish imports of these products from 
EFf A enjoying a lower rate of duty than that ap-
plicable to similar products originating in the 
Member States. 
Industrial structures and problems 
Steel 
2.1.15. Several events worthy of note took place 
in the steel industry in March, in particular the 
extension of the anti-crisis plan, the establish-
ment by the Commission of guidelines for the 
common steel policy, the forwarding by the 
Commission of a memorandum on this subject 
to the European Council, the declaration on the 
situation in the steel sector, put out by the Eu-
ropean Council in Rome on 26 March, and the 
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drawing-up by the Commission of firm proposals 
for the implementation of its guidelines. 
Crisis measures 
2.1.16. The appreciable worsening of the diffi-
culties affecting the steel industry led to the 
Commission's decision of 2 March6 to extend 
until the end of June the crisis measures in force 
since 1 January. The present situation is that pro-
duction is falling, new orders are continuing to· 
stagnate, the rate of utilization of production ca-
pacity is running at no more than about 60%, 
prices are low, exports slack and stocks large and 
short-time working is at almost the same level as 
during the most difficult period of the earlier re-
cession. 
In its anti-crisis plan the Commission has adopt-
ed the requisite implementing provisions, con-
cerning individual forecasts by undertakings or 
groups of undertakings with regard to the deliv-
ery quotas. 
Guidelines for steel policy 
2.1.17. On 16 March the Commission adopted 
a set of guidelines for steel policy to be used both 
in the drafting of the document presented to the 
European Council in Rome and in the prepara-
tion of the proposals and decisions which the 
Commission will adopt subsequently. 
These guidelines were explained to the ECSC 
Consultative Committee which adopted a Reso-
lution on the steel market situation 7 on 17 
March and a few days later to the press by Mr 
Davignon, the Member of the Commission re-
sponsible for the internal market and industrial 
Point 2.3.20. 
Point 2.3. 73. 
1 OJ L 72 of 19.3.1977. 
4 OJ L58 of 5.3.1976 and Bull. EC2-1976, point 2106. 
5 OJ L223 of 16.8.1976 and Bull. EC7/8-1976, point 2118. 
6 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.1.5. 
' OJ C 86 of 6.4.1977. 
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affairs. They may be grouped into four main 
categories: preservation of the unity and open-
ness of the market, maintenance of a modernized 
production capacity, market intervention and re-
training and redeployment of workers. 
These objectives necessarily imply a structural re-
organization of the steel industry in consultation 
with labour organizations, the industry, the 
Member States and the other Community insti-
tutions. All the investments to be made must 
take account of this. 
According to the guidelines adopted by the Com-
mission, the structural reorganization envisaged 
can be achieved only if market conditions are im-
proved. Action on certain market mechanisms 
must be continued and intensified. In this way 
the Commission intends to strengthen its crisis 
plan in such a way as to raise the depressed level 
of prices on that market. 
Import licences will be granted automatically on 
presentation of purchasing contracts in order to 
tighten up the detection of unfair trading prac-
tices and to proceed against them in accordance 
with the (anti-dumping) rules set out in the Trea-
ties. 
Furthermore, structural reorganization in the 
steel sector will be acceptable from a social and 
regional point of view only to the extent that the 
cutback in employment is mitigated or offset by 
the creation of alternative jobs and to the extent 
that the cost of redeploying workers is borne 
jointly as a Community concern. The retraining 
and redeployment aspects must of necessity be 
built into the structural reorganization pro-
grammes; the Community must draw upon all 
the resources available to it. 
These guidelines were the subject of a commu-
nication which the Commission adopted on 23 
March for transmission to the European Council 
in order to draw its attention to the seriousness 
of the steel crisis and the Community nature of 
the solutions to be adopted. 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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Declaration by the European Council 
2.1.18. At its meeting in Rome on 25 and 26 
March the European Council issued the following 
declaration on the situation in the steel sector: 
'The European Council has considered the situa-
tion in the steel sector, on the basis of a commu-
nication from the Commission. This sector is ex-
periencing a depression more serious than at any 
time in the history of the Coal and Steel Com-
munity. The Heads of State and Government 
have taken this opportunity to reaffirm their re-
solve to restore to the steel industry through the 
appropriate measures, the viability and competi-
tiveness essential to the maintenance of a truly 
European industrial potential. 
The European Council expresses its appreciation 
of the efforts being undertaken by the Commis-
sion to put forward at an early date practical 
proposals and initiatives for short-term remedial 
measures to stabilize the market, for a longer 
term structural reorganization of the European 
steel industry and for measures in the social field 
to assists workers adversely affected by such re-
organization. 
The European Council expresses the wish that 
the Council of Ministers gives its urgent atten-
tion to the Commission's proposals and initia-
tives on these issues.' 
Measures put forward for examination 
2.1.19. Following the declaration of the Euro-
pean Council, which supported the Commission's 
analysis and guidelines, the Commission worked 
out those proposals upon which the Council is to 
express an opinion as soon as possible (probably 
. in May) as well as other measures. According to 
· the information published on the eve of the Eu-
ropean Council, the Commission intends to con-
centrate its attention on the following: 
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(a) a method of work concerning the revision of 
the General Objectives for Steel for the 1985 and 
1990 horizons; 
(b) a draft recommendation providing for the 
automatic granting of licences; 
(c) a draft decision, pursuant to Article 61, set-
ting minimum prices for concrete reinforcing bars 
and prohibiting alignment with quotations from 
non-Community countries for the same product; 
(d) a first communication from the Commission 
to the industry concerning reference prices; 
(e) a review of financial resources, and in partic-
ular the ECSC Budget; 
(/) a guideline for the treatment of national aid 
to steel industries within the framework of struc-
tural reorganization; 
(g) an examination of the criteria for the grant-
ing of aid towards the payment of interest; 
(h) access to the Social Fund for the benefit of 
the steel sector. 
Forward Steel Programme 
2.1.20. On 23 March the Commission formally 
adopted the forward steel programme for the sec-
ond quarter of 1977,1 which it had approved at 
first reading on 2 March before forwarding it to 
the ECSC Consultative Committee on 17 March; 
no changes have been made to the original ver-
sion.2 
Industrial loans 
2.1.21. The Commission has taken a decision, 
in pursuance of Article 54 of the ECSC Treaty, 
to grant a loan of Lit 70 000 million (some 71 
million EUA) to the steel company ltalsider in 
Genoa to provide finance for the new rationaliza-
tion programme for the Genova-Cornigliano and 
Genova-Campi steelworks. Two other loans were 
granted to the British Steel Corporation: one of 
them, worth £7.7 million, is for improvement of 
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steel-processing plant at the Ravenscraig works in 
Scotland; the second, worth £4.5 million, will fi-
nance the installation of an electricity generating 
station at the Appleby-Frodingham works at 
Scunthorpe. 
Technical research 
2.1.22. On 8 March the Commission ap-
proved-and sent to the ECSC Consultative 
Committee for consultation and to the Council 
for its assent-a memorandum concerning a pro-
gramme of technical research on steel. 3 This pro-
gramme covers 74 projects, the results of which 
will help to: improve productivity in the manu-
facture and processing of steel; reduce manufac-
turing and processing costs; improve the quality 
of steel products; extend steel utilization to new 
applications and thereby boost demand. 
The total cost of this programme will be 
30 178 700 EUA. The total amount of financial 
aid from the Commission will be 
18 709 500 EUA, of which 18 164 520 EUA will 
be accounted for by contributions to the research 
costs and 544 980 EUA by the cost of disseminat-
ing the knowledge gained. 
Shipbuilding 
2.1.23. The OECD Working Party on Ship-
building met in Paris on 22 and 23 March and 
once again discussed the problems arising in the 
prevention of imbalances in the regional pattern 
of orders.4 
During this meeting the representatives of the 
Trade Union Advisory Committee to the OECD 
expressed the opinion that the OECD's forecasts 
1 OJ C 95 of 19.4.1977. 
2 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.1.6. 
3 OJ C 63 of 12.3.1977. 
4 Point 2.2.38. 
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for this sector's prospects were more on the pes-
simistic side. They stressed the need for appro-
priate national policies involving measures such 
as technological promotion, environmental pro-
tection measures which might possibly lead to 
new demands for tonnage, and the abandonment 
of subsidies which have a disruptive effect on the 
market. In particular, they stressed the need to 
implement an active employment policy. 
The main objective of the discussions of the Ja-
panese measures was to clear up a large number 
of technical questions to which these measures 
gave rise-in particular, by means of a question-
naire drawn up by Commission staff. The Japa-
nese Delegation stated that the effects of the 
price increases could not be expected for a few 
months. The Commission expressed this concern 
about the recent tendency for new orders to be 
concentrated on Japan. 
Aircraft industry 
Council statement 
2.1.24. On 14 March' the Council adopted a 
statement on industrial policy in the aircraft in-
dustry which lists a number of priority objectives 
for the Community industry. 
Free movement of persons 
Freedom of establishment and freedom 
to provide services 
Lawyers 
2.1.25. On 22 March the Council adopted a Di-
rective to facilitate the effective exercise by law-
yers of freedom to provide services. 2 After this 
important step, the Commission will endeavour 
to determine how, and subject to what restric-
tions, further progress could be made in achiev-
ing freedom of establishment for lawyers. 
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Doctors 
2.1.26. The Advisory Committee on Medical 
Training met on 10 and 11 March. The main 
items on the agenda were general trends in basic 
medical training, clinical training of doctors, 
further training for general practitioners and part-
time training for specialists. 
It considered reports prepared by working parties 
set up to study these problems and it laid down 
certain guidelines for future work in these fields. 
It also decided to set up a working party to study 
the main problems encountered in training spe-
cialists. 
2.1.27. The Committee of Senior Officials in 
the field of Public Health met on 24 and 25 
March 1977 and reviewed in particular the prog-
ress of work implementing the 1975 Directives 
on the freedom of movement of doctors. It dis-
cussed the laws, regulations and administrative 
arrangements made in this field and examined in 
detail a number of problems arising as regards 
both freedom of establishment and freedom to 
supply services. 
Customs umon 
Tariff measures 
Tariff quotas 
2.1.28. On 8 March,3 the Council adopted, on 
a proposal from the Commission, a Regulation 
opening, allocating and providing for the admin-
istration of Community tariff quotas for certain 
Points 1.5.1 to 1.5.3 and OJ C 69 of 19.3.1977. 
Points 1.4.1 to 1.4.9 and OJ L 78 of 26.3.1977. 
3 OJ L 65 of 11.3.1977. 
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wines having a registered designation of origin (Ber-
kane, Sais, Beni M'Tir, Guerrouane, Zemmour, 
Zennata), originating in Morocco. 
This decision was taken in preparation for the ap-
plication on 1 April 1977 of the interim agree-
ment signed on 27 April 1976,1 between the Eu-
ropean Economic Community and Morocco and 
pursuant to the agreement in the form of an ex-
change of letters between the Community and 
Morocco, signed on 12 March 1977,2 concerning 
certain wines entitled to a designation of origin. 
These quotas-totalling 30 000 hectolitres for 
wine put up in containers holding two litres or 
less and 20 000 hectolitres for wine put up in 
containers holding more than two litres-are val-
id from 1 April 1977 to 31 March 1978. 
Duty-free entry 
2.1.29. The Commission decided to extend 
once again, 3 until 30 June 1977, exemption from 
duty for imports of goods for free distribution to 
the earthquake victims in the Friuli region. 
* 
2.1.30. At a meeting on 30 and 31 March the 
Economic and Social Committee, 4 gave its opinion 
on a Commission proposal to the Council for in-
troducing a Community export declaration form. 
Competition 
Sixth Report on Competition Policy 
2 .1.31. On 16 March the Commission approved 
its Sixth Report on Competition Policy, 5 pub-
lished in conjunction with the Tenth General Re-
port on the Activities of the European Commu-
nities. Like its predecessors, the Sixth Report out-
lines the Communities' competition activities 
over the past year, in this case 1976. 
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Restrictive practices, mergers and 
dominant positions: specific cases 
The Commission acts against an 
exclusive supply agreement 
2.1.32. Following representations by the Com-
mission the Dutch firms Billiton, a member of 
the Royal Dutch/Shell Group, and Metal & 
Thermit Chemicals (M & n, a member of the 
American Can Group, specializing in packaging, 
have terminated an exclusive agreement for the 
supply of tin tetrachloride-an intermediate pro-
duct used in the manufacture of non-ferrous 
metal alloys-which they entered into in October 
1976 and notified to the Commission. 
BiUiton is the biggest manufacturer of the pro-
duct in the Community and hence enjoys a dom-
inant position, while M & T is the biggest cus-
tomer and takes half of Billiton's output. In an 
expedited procedure, the Commission informed" 
the firms concerned that several clauses in their 
agreement were incompatible with Article 85 of 
the EEC Treaty. The relevant clauses were the 
obligations on M & T to purchase exclusively 
from Billiton, to refrain from manufacturing tin 
tetrachloride as long as Billiton could guarantee 
supplies and to refrain from reselling products 
supplied by Billiton. 
The Commission's findings show that it cannot 
approve supply agreements containing exclusive 
clauses, where they prevent the normal function-
ing of the market. In future, Billiton will supply 
tin tetrachloride to M & T on the basis of a com-
mercial relationship involving no restrictive ar-
rangements. 
1 Bull. EC4-1976, point 2332. 
2 OJ L 81 of 30.3.1977. 
3 OJ L87 of 5.4.1977; Bull. EC9-1976, point 2105 and Bull. 
EC 12-1976, point 2110. 
4 Point 2.3. 75. 
5 To be outlined in Part One of the next issue. 
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Amendment of the EEC Decision on 
exemption from prior authorization 
2.1.33. On 10 March the Commission transmit-
ted for the Council's assent a draft for amend-
ment of the ECSC High Authority Decision of 
22 June 1967 laying down, in implementation of 
Article 66(3) of the ECSC Treaty, a regulation 
COncerning- exemption from prior authorization. I 
By the original decision the High Authority ex-
empted from prior authorization certain mergers 
and takeovers which, by virtue of the size of the 
assets or undertakings concerned and of the na-
ture of the resulting concentration, satisfied the 
tests of Article 66(2) of the ECSC Treaty. 
Since that decision came into force in 1967, Com-
munity steel output has expanded sharply, there 
have been major changes in the structure of the 
steel and coal industries and new Member States 
have joined the Community. For these reasons, 
and in the light of several years' experience of 
applying the 1967 decision, it was found that the 
limits and terms laid down in the decision should 
be brought into line with the economic reality of 
today. 
The new limits for exemption and the amend-
ments to the 1967 decision put forward in the 
Commission's draft satisfy the requirements of 
Article 66(2) since the operations exempted may 
automatically be assumed to satisfy the tests for 
authorization laid down in Article 66. 
Authorization of a steel takeover 
2.1.34. Acting under Article 66(2) of the ECSC 
Treaty the Commission authorized Fiat SpA, Tu-
rin, to acquire all the shares in Cofermet Acciai 
Speciali e Inossidabili SpA, Milan, a special steels 
dealer. 
The result will be to enable Fiat to control Cof-
ermet and to exercise joint control over another 
firm, Gilby ltaliana, which manufactures stainless 
tubes. Fiat will then control 16.8% of Italian spe-
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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cial steels sales and 4.3% of Community sales. It 
was found that the tests of Article 66(2) were sa-
tisfied. 
Scrap merger 
2.1.35. Again under Article 66(2) of the ECSC 
Treaty, the Commission authorized Otto Lazar 
SA to acquire a 67.5% holding in Etablissements 
Vidal & Champredonde; both firms are direct 
scrap suppliers. 
The resulting group will have a supply capacity 
much the same as France's largest scrap dealer, 
Compagnie fran~ise de ferrailles. Scrutiny of this 
operation showed that it, too, satisfied the tests 
of Article 66(2). 
Authorization of a joint selling agreement 
2.1.36. On 4 March the Commission decided 2 
to extend for a further three years, up to 31 De-
cember 1979, its decision of 4 November 1959 au-
thorizing the joint sale of solid fuels from Houil-
leres du Bassin de Lorraine and Saarbergwerke 
AG by Saarlor, a Franco-German joint stock 
company. The decision had already been ex-
tended in 1961, 1966, 1969, 1972, 1974 and 1976. 
The Commission considered that the reasoning 
behind the original ECSC High Authority author-
ization of this joint selling agreement in 1959 still 
held good and that the agreement was not con-
trary to Article 65 of the ECSC Treaty, which 
deals with inter-firm agreements and concerted 
practices which may distort competition. Saarlor's 
sales in 1976 accounted for 21% of Saarberg-
werke's output and 5.1% of Bassin l..orrain's out-
put. 
OJ 154 of 14.7.1967. 
OJ L 78 of 26.3.1977. 
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State aids 
Industry aids 
Electronic components 
United Kingdom 
2.1.37. On 1 March the Commission decided to 
raise no objections to a British plan to aid the 
electronic components industry. The plan is to 
give grants, generally of 25%, to assist R & D. 
Loans at concessionary rates may be .granted on 
up to 50% of costs where firms reorganize. 
Grants of 15 or 20% of costs may be given for 
investment in plant and machinery, and build-
ings, where the investment is related to R & D or 
reorganization. 
Since the Community needs to develop this in-
dustry, not only for its own sake but also because 
it is crucial to development in other industries, 
the Commission decided that the British pro-
gramme was in the common interest. 
Environmental aids 
Belgium 
2.1.38. On 22 March, the Commission decided 1 
that the Belgian Government must reduce the in-
terest relief grant which it was planning to give 
in order to aid certain investments being made 
by a petroleum refining company which is ex-
tending its capacity at Antwerp. 
This aid was in fact no more than a new version 
of an aid to the same investment project which 
the Commission had already enjoined the Belgian 
Government from giving in 1973.2 At that time 
the Commission felt there was no justification on 
regional grounds (the Antwerp area being a pros-
perous one), or on industry grounds (there is ex-
cess capacity in the refining industry), and that, 
34 
Competition 
even if the aid extended only to anti-pollution in-
vestments, it was contrary to the principle of 
making the polluter pay. 
The Commission's new decision takes account of 
the following circumstances: 
the socio-economic situation of the Antwerp area 
remains on the whole favourable; 
the position of the Community refining industry 
has deteriorated to such an extent that there is 
now nearly 140 million t/y of surplus refining ca-
pacity to be taken up; yet the investment to 
which the present aid would have applied seeks 
to raise the ~le_yant ~finery's capacity from 4.5 
to 13.5 million tTy; --- --- -----
the Commission's memorandum to the Member 
States on a Community approach to environmen-
tal aids 3 dated 6 Novemoor rn:rarurthe Couricu-
recommendation of 3 March 1975 on the alloca-
tion of costs in environmental matters 4 allow the 
grant of aid to anti-pollution investment in exist-
ing plant but not where the function of the in-
vestment is to increase the plant's capacity. 
In the present case, aid can be given only to that 
part of the investment which is genuinely de-
signed to reduce the pollution risk created by the 
refinery, but this part of the investment accounts 
for only FB 1 366 million and, furthermore, the 
part of the plant which existed before the exten-
sion in capacity represents only one-third of the 
total (4.5 million out of 13.5 million t/y); the 
Commission accordingly decided that the Belgian 
Government could give the interest relief grant 
only on FB 460 million. 
1 OJL80of29.3.1977. , 
2 Bull. EC 9-1973, point 2104 and OJ L 270 of 27.9.1973. 
Bull. EC 11-1974, point 2115. 
OJ L 194 of 25.7.1975. 
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Financial institutions 
and taxation 
Taxation 
Indirect taxes 
Turnover taxes 
VAT: adoption of a 'joint position ' 
2.1.39. The Council (Taxation), which met on 
22 March, took a further step towards the adop-
tion of the sixth VAT directive, the efforts made 
by the Commission and the delegations of the 
Member States having led to agreement on a 
'joint position'. 
During this Council meeting, which had been 
called to examine and try to resolve certain resid-
ual difficulties which had remained after the 
agreement in principle reached last December, 1 a 
number of decisions were taken, concerning the 
taxation of travel agencies, measures to simplify 
paperwork for taxable persons, and the retention 
of specific taxes, other than turnover-type taxes, 
in certain fields such as those of insurance con-
tracts and gambling. 
Two reservations outstanding at the end of the 
22 March meeting were subsequently lifted so 
that the Council (Research) meeting on 29 March 
was able to record the Member States' 'joint po-
sition' on the directive as a whole and also to 
close all discussion of the directive at this stage. 
In view of the differences between the text pro-
duced by the Council and the text of the original 
Commission proposal 2-on which Parliament 
had already been consulted pursuant to Article 
100 of the Treaty-a new procedure for consul-
tation of Parliament has been opened. 
* 
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Employment and social policy 
2.1.40. The Economic and Social Committee,3 
which met in plenary session on 30 and 31 
March, adopted its Opinion on a proposal for a 
directive, submitted by the Commission to the 
Council, on the harmonization of provisions laid 
down by law, regulation or administrative action 
relating to the rules governing turnover tax and 
excise duty applicable in international travel. 
Employment and social policy 
Employment 
2.1.41. Employment problems were in the fore-
front in March, with the European Council deci-
sion in Rome to call a new Tripartite Conference, 
the Commission proposals to the Council for the 
revision of the European Social Fund, the adop-
tion of the 1976 Social Report which concentrated 
on the problem of employment, and various 
other meetings devoted to the same subject. 
2.1.42. The European Council, which met in 
Rome on 25 and 26 March, decided to call a new 
Tripartite Coriference during the first half of 
1977 4 to assess progress made since the Confer-
ence of June 19765 and examine the outlook for 
the future. It also decided to support Community 
action to deal with certain specific employment 
and training problems, particularly those concern-
ing young persons and women. 
During March the Commission took immediate 
steps to organize this third Tripartite Conference. 
It also began preparations for the meeting of the 
Standing Committee on Employment, planned 
for 5 May; this meeting will study certain aspects 
of an independent report on the outlook for em-
ployment up to 1980, the revision of the Social 
1 Bull. EC 12-1976, point 2138. 
2 Supplement 11/73 - Bull. EC. 
3 Point 2.3. 74. 
4 Point 2.1.1. 
5 Bull. EC6-1976, points 1101 to 1105. 
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Fund regulation and the coordination of the 
Community's financial instruments. 
2.1.43. In addition, meetings were held in 
March with senior employment officials and offi-
cials from the ministries of labour and economic 
affairs, and with a group of independent experts 
on employment. Discussions dealt with specific 
instruments of employment policy and the em-
ployment situation in general. 
2 .1.44. On 11 March the Commission approved 
the Report on the Development of the Social Situ-
ation in the Community in 1976,1 published in 
conjunction with the Tenth General Report on 
the activities of the European Communities, in 
which employment and unemployment problems 
are the main feature. 
Vocational training 
2.1.45. The official opening ceremony of the 
European Centre for the Development of Vocation-
al Training took place in Berlin on 9 March, at-
tended by Mr Henk Vredeling, Vice-President of 
the Commission with special responsibilities for 
employment and social affairs. The purpose of 
the Centre, 2 which was formally set up by the 
Council on 10 February 1975,3 is to assist the 
Commission in encouraging, at Community lev-
el, the promotion and development of vocational 
training and in-service training; it will contribute 
towards the promotion of research in this sphere, 
and provide a forum for all those eoncemed with 
vocational training. 
European .Social Fund 
Social Fund 
Commission proposals for revision 
2.1.46. The Commission forWarded to the Coun-
cil on 24 March 4 a memorandum containing the 
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Commission's {}pinion (based on Article 126 of 
the EEC Treaty) on the review of the European 
Social Fund and proposals for improving the ef-
fectiveness of the Fund and adapting it better to 
the labour market situation, in the light of expe-
rience acquired over the last five years. 
The Committee of the European Social Fund had 
previously met in Brussels on 10 March to hold 
a final exchange of opinions on the reform of the 
Fund. 
Industrial relations 
2.1.47. During March the Commission organ-
ized several meetings with the two sides of in-
dustry, in particular with representatives of sea, 
urban and regional transport and civil aviation 
workers to examine the particular social problems 
arising in these sectors. 
Health and safety 
2.1.48. The first meeting of the Research CoJ;Il-
mittee on Safety in Mines was held in Luxem-
bourg on 10 March. This Committee was set up 
to advise the Commission on the promotion of 
ECSC research projects on safety in mines. 
Twenty projects for possible inclusion in the five-
year outline programme on mines safety were 
studied: fifteen of them, including two on iron 
mines in the Community, were adopted as prior-
ities for 1977. 
2.1.49. The Research Committee on technical 
control of pollution in the iron and steel industry, 
which met in Luxembourg on 15 March, studied 
1 An analysis of the 1976 Social Report will be published in 
Part One of the next issue. 
2 Bull. EC 12-1974, point 1304. 
3 OJ L39 of 13.2.1975. 
4 Points 1.3.1 to 1.3.6. 
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a group of projects eligible for financial aid from 
the ECSC; eight were adopted, submitted by four 
institutions or organizations in the iron and steel 
sector. 
2.1.50. To meet the need for information and 
documentation on industrial medicine the Com-
mission undertook to compile a cent~ index of 
research in this sphere. A limited index with a 
list of research workers and an inventory of re-
search projects under way, giving the institutions 
concerned, was drawn up as a pilot study. Only 
3: limit~ area was covered, but the related ques-
tionnaire was subsequently amended to make it 
suitable for all the nine countries of the Commu-
!"ty. The Commission is now engaged in apply-
mg the methods perfected earlier with a view to 
constituting a larger index. 
2.1.51. On 29 March the Council formally 
adopted the directive on the screening of the 
population for lead (lead poisoning), which it had 
approved in principle on 9 December 1976} 
* 
2.1.52. On 11 March Parliament 2 gave its Opin-
ion on the Commission's proposals to the Coun-
cil concerning health protection standards for sul-
phur dioxide and suspended particulate matter in 
urban atmospheres. 
Regional policy 
Financing operations 
European Regional Development Fund 
Renewal of the ERDF 
2.1.53. In March, the Commission discussed 
tentative positions on the renewal of the Euro-
pean Regional Development Fund. Following a 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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tour of the capitals which Mr Antonio Giolitti is 
making in this connection, 3 the Commission 
willl present-normally in early June-Its propos-
als to the Council. 
One of the characteristics of the renewed Fund 
should be greater flexibility in its intervention 
mechanisms: flexibility in the type of interven-
tion but also in its procedures; flexibility, too, in 
geographical scope and in the use of the Fund's 
intervention facilities. 
Fund Committee 
2.1.54. The Regional Fund Committee held its 
seventh meeting on 23 March. One of the main 
items on the agenda was the possibility of the 
Fund providing support for investment projects 
in the tourism sector. The discussion yielded ad-
ditional information for the Committee on speci-
fic incentives, aids and assistance provided by 
Member States to encourage investment in this 
area. A number of general Community concepts 
were agreed. 
* 
2.1.55. At its plenary session held on 30 and 31 
March, the Economic and Social Committee 
adopted an Opinion on how regional develop-
ment helps solve unemployment and inflation 
problems making for a more balanced distribution 
of the working population. 4 
1 Bull. EC 12-1976, point 2222. 
z Point 2.3.21. 
3 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.1.26. 
4 Point 2.3. 71. 
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Environment 
United Nations Water Conference 
2.1.56. The Commission was represented at the 
Water Conference held at Mar del Plata, Argen-
tina, from 14 to 25 March and attended by the 
representatives of 116 countries. 
The Conference discussed technical aspects of 
water supply and management and questions re-
lating to regional and international cooperation. 
At the end of its deliberations the Conference 
pllSsed a series of resolutions inspired by the 
need to preserve the world's water resources and 
improve their management. 1 
The representatives of 93 States and 21 orga-
nizations (including the Community) addressed 
the Conference. The Commission representative 
emphasized the difficulties facing the developing 
countries in overcoming problems posed both by 
the shortage of water and by the lack of the tech-
nical and economic resources needed for the ra-
tional exploitation of what they have. The Com-
mission was aware of the problem and had been 
supporting projects in the developing countries 
for over fifteen years. Between 1961 and 1975 the 
Community had devoted 283 million EUA to 
water projects in the Associated African States 
and Madagascar and in the overseas countries, 
territories and departments. Under the ACP-EEC 
Lome Convention it was planned to spend 279 
million EUA over the coming five yeras, as 
much as had been spend in the fifteen years pre-
viously. 
The Commission also alluded to the problems fac-
ing the Community chiefly in the form of water 
pollution. It outlined the results which had alrea-
dy been attained and those which were feasible 
in the near future under the Community's envi-
ronmental action programme. 
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Protection of the Baltic Sea area 
against pollution 
2.1.57. On 14 March the Commission recom-
mended that the Council open negotiations with 
a view to the Community acceding to the 'Hel-
sinki Convention' of 22 March 1974 on the Pro-
tection of the Marine Environment of the Baltic 
Sea Area. 
The signatories to this Convention are Denmark, 
Finland, the German Democratic Republic, Po-
land, Sweden and the USSR. 
Protection of species of wild flora 
and fauna threatened with extinction 
2.1.58. On 15 March, the Council authorized 
the Commission to open negotiations with a view 
to the Community acceding to the 'Washington 
Convention' of 1973 on international trade in 
endangered species of wild flora and fauna 
threatened with extinction. 
Lead poisoning 
2.1.59. On 29 March the Council formally 
adopted the Directive on the biological screening 
of the population for lead, on which it had pre-
viously given its agreement. 2 
Research into the Seveso accident 
2.1.60. The Commission is to contribute 
160 500 u.a. to the research and study pro-
grammes initiated after the Seveso accident. 
These involve a total of fourteen projects which 
will be carried out by institutes in Italy or other 
European countries, covering health and ecolog-
ical questions and decontamination of the affec-
ted areas. Mr Natali, Vice-President of the Corn-
1 Point 2.2:32. 
2 Point 2.1.51. 
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mission, said on 14 March that the Commission 
would contemplate further contributions if the 
need arose. 
Waste Management Committee 
2.1.61. The Waste Management Committee, 
set up by the Commission on 21 April 1976,1 
held its first meeting on 1 and 2 March. This 
meeting established the priority sectors for action 
by the Community and the Member States, 
namely waste paper, packaging, toxic wastes, the 
use of wastes as fuel and in agriculture. Other 
topics covering ferrous and non-ferrous waste, se-
wage sludge, demolition waste, waste from the 
textile industry and from intensive farming will 
be investigated by the Committee at a later date. 
Toxic and dangerous wastes 
2.1.62. On 8 March the Commission decided to 
amend the proposal for a Directive on toxic and 
dangerous wastes which it had laid before the 
Council on 28 July 1976.2 The main aim of the 
amendments made to the original text-which 
also take account of the Opinion delivered by 
Parliament- is to increase safety in the storage 
and transport of dangerous wastes. 
* 
2.1.63. The Economic and Social Committee 3 
meeting on 30 and 31 March delivered an Opin-
ion on the Commission proposal to the Council 
on water quality in shellfish-breeding areas. 
Consumer protection 
Meeting between the Commission 
and national experts 
2.1.64. On 31 March the Commission brought 
together government experts from the Member 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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States of the Community in order to consider the 
following three topics: 
- tobacco advertising; 
- follow-up to the Montpellier symposium on 
legal protection for the consumer; 
- energy labelling (possibility of making it com-
pulsory to state the energy consumption of each 
appliance on a label in order to improve the con-
sumer's choice and at the same time obliging 
manufacturers to market appliances with a low 
energy consumption rating). 
* 
2.1.65. At its meeting on 30 and 31 March the 
Economic and Social Committee4 delivered its 
Opinion on two Commission proposals to the 
Council, one concerning a ban on the marketing 
and use of plant protection products containing 
certain active substances and the other concern-
ing materials and objects containing vinyl chlo-
ride monomer intended to come into contact 
with foodstuffs. 
Agriculture and fisheries 
Discussions on farm prices 
2.1.66. The Council continued its examination 
of the Commission proposals for the 1977178 ag-
ricultural prices. 5 
At its meeting on 14 and 15 March, the Council 
discussed at length general agri-monetary ques-
tions and specific matters relating to milk pro-
ducts and cereals. The President reported on his 
talks on 14 March with a delegation from the 
Committee of Organizations of Agricultural Prod-
1 OJ L 115 of 1.5.1976 and Bull. EC 4-1976, point 2237. 
2 OJ C 194 of 19.8.1976 and Bull. EC 7/8-1976, point 2228. 
3 Point 2.3. 76. 
4 Point 2.3. 78. 
5 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 1.3.1. 
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ucers and on 15 March with a delegation from 
the European Bureau of Consumers' Unions. 
From 25 to 29 March the Council held a thor-
oughgoing discussion on all the Commission 
proposals. A compromise solution received the 
backing of eight delegations, but was unaccept-
able to the United Kingdom; the Council there-
fore agreed to adjourn the debate until its next 
meeting, scheduled for 25 and 26 April in Lux-
embourg. 
It was consequently decided 1 to extend the mar-
keting year for beef and veal and- for milk pro-
ducts until 30 April; the regulation granting spe-
cial aid in the regions affected by the drought for 
~the incorporation of liquid skimmed milk in the 
feed of certain animals will also remain valid un-
til that date. 
The Council also amended the exchange rates 
applied in the agricultural sector for the lira, the 
Irish pound and the French franc. 
* 
2.1.67. Parliament 2 gave its optmon on the 
price proposals for certain agricultural products 
and associated measures at a special part-session 
on 22 and 23 March. The increase in agricultural 
prices by an average of 3% proposed by the 
Commission 3 was approved after a long and dif-
ficult discussion. But Parliament believes that 'it 
will lead to a reduction in income in certain pro-
duction sectors, will create unacceptable pressures 
on income in certain Member States and will not 
allow for a sufficient margin for the adjustment 
of the green rates'. 
Measures connected with the 
monetary situation 
2.1.68. In connection with the discussions on 
the agricultural prices for 1977178, the Council 
decided on 29 March 4 to amend the exchange 
rates applied in the agricultural sector for three 
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currencies. The compensatory amounts will be 
reduced by eight points for the lira, seven points 
for the Irish pound and three points for the 
French franc. The new rates apply from 1 April 
to milk products, beef and veal and pigmeat and 
from the beginning of the marketing years in 
other sectors. 
Common organization of the markets 
2.1.69. In the oil seeds and protein products sec-
tor, the Commission was able, on 15 March,5 to 
repeal the remaining protective measures apply-
ing to exports of fodder products; these measures 
were introduced last July because of difficulties 
in the supply of feedingstuffs. 
2.1.70. On 14 March,6 the Council adopted re-
gulations coordinating and consolidating, as of 1 
April 1977, the legislation on products processed 
from fruit and vegetables. This is the eighth set of 
agricultural instruments to be consolidated pur-
suant to the Council Resolution of 26 November 
1974.7 
2.1.71. Among the measures adopted in March 
by the Council and the Commission in the wine 
sector, two regulations deal with conversion un-
der the Council Regulations of 17 May 1976.8 It 
had been laid down that applications for a con-
version premium for the 1977178 and 1978/79 
marketing years had to be submitted before 1 
April in the year preceding grubbing, but as ex-
perience has shown that growers prefer to take 
the decision on grubbing after the harvest, the 
Council, at its meeting on 14 March, 5 altered the 
1 OJ L 82 of 31.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.31. 
Bull. EC 2-1977, point 1.3.1. 
4 OJ L82 of 31.3.1977 and L85 of 1.4.1977. 
5 OJ L69 of 16.3.1977. 
OJ L 73 of 21.3.1977. 
OJ C 20 of 28.1.1975 and Bull. EC 2-1975, point 2232. 
8 OJ L 135 of 24.5.1976 and Bull. EC 5-1976, point 2237. 
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deadline for applications to 31 December. Furth-
ermore, with respect to wine grapes, all new plant-
ings and repla~tin_gs J!ntil 30 November 1978 
must be carried out with recommended varieties 
or certain authorized varieties. The Commission 
drew up a list of the authorized varieties on 22 
March.1 
On 15 March the Commission presented to the 
Council a proposal for a regulation introducing 
direct cooperation between the agencies of the 
various Member States responsible for combating 
fraud in the wine sector. 
2.1.72. In the milk and milk products sector the 
Commission took measures concerning butter. At 
the end of February it had decided to stop issu-
ing export licences for a few days in order to take 
stock of the situation following the controversy 
about the sale of butter to the Soviet Union. 2 On 
2 March, 3 it decided to step up checks on the is-
suing of export licences. The motion of censure 
against the Commission on this subject tabled in 
Parliament was rejected on 23 · March.4 
On 14 March, 5 the Council fixed for the 1977/78 
milk year guideline figures for the fat content of 
standardized whole milk imported from other 
Member States into Ireland (3.52%) and the 
United Kingdom (3.77%); these rates are very 
similar to those applying in 1976/77. 
On 25 March, 6 the Commission adopted a regu-
lation laying down detailed rules for intervention 
on the market in butter and cream. In order to 
take account of changing costs and of the state 
of the market in butter, it increased the amount 
of storage costs and the interest rates for finan-
cing. 
2.1.73. Further steps were taken to establish 
the system of trade with non-member countries 
in beef and veal, which is to enter into force on 
1 April. The Commission adopted nine imple-
menting regulations 7 and repealed s the safe-
guaro measures in force since July 1974. Among 
the intervention measures adopted in March, 
Bull. BC 3-1977 
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two 9 are concerned with making frozen beef 
available to the Italian intervention agency under 
the Council Regulation of 5 October 1976 10 and 
one concerns the buying-in price in Italy and Ire-
land.11 
2.1.74. In the pigmeat sector the Commission 
adopted exceptional market support measures on 
22 March. Because of the health situation in the 
breeding sector in the Netherlands, the export of 
Jive pigs and of pigmeat from this Member State 
had become temporarily impossible. The Com-
mission therefore authorized the Dutch interven-
tion agency to grant private storage aid for car-
casses and principal cuts from 23 March until 5 
April. 
Fisheries 
2.1. 75. In March the Council considered in de-
tail the Commission proposal on interim measures 
for preserving and managing resources· designed to 
resolve certain questions regarding the procedures 
relating to fishing activities in the waters ofT the 
Irish coast. The Irish Government wanted an in-
terim solution allowing an effective reduction in 
fishing by boats from other Member States in its 
waters. 12 
Having concluded its examination the Council 
established that no agreement could be reached 
on this proposal and agreed to continue its search 
OJ L 75 of 23.3.1977. 
OJ L 54 of 26.2.1977. 
3 OJ L 58 of 3.3.1977. 
4 Point 2.3.13. 
5 OJ L 70 of 17.3.1977. 
6 OJ L 78 of 26.3.1977. 
7 OJ L 75 of 23.3.1977, L 76 of 24.3.1977, L 77 of 25.3.1977 
and L 84 of 1.4.1977. 
8 OJ L 84 of 1.4.1977 and Bull. EC 12-1976, point 2244. 
9 OJ L 7l of 18.3.1977 and L 75 of 23.3.1977. 
10 OJ L279 of 9.10.1976 and Bull. EC 10-1976, point 2236. 
11 OJ L84 of 1.4.1977. 
12 Bull. EC 2-1977. point 1.2.10. 
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for a Community solution so that it would be 
able then to devote its attention to the final sys-
tem for preserving and managing resources, 
which is to be adopted as soon as possible. 
Structural policy 
2.1.76. In March the Commission adopted 1 
three decisions implementing the reform of agri-
cultural structures in France, Italy and the Uni-
ted Kingdom. It also issued two opinions on le-
gislation communicated by France and Germany, 
pursuant to the Council Directives of 17 April 
1972 and 28 April 1975. 2 In addition, pending 
the outcome of the review of the Directive on 
the modernization of farms and the end of the 
five-year period during which the Member States 
are allowed to grant transitional aids to invest-
ment in certain farms (the Directive expires on 
17 April), the Commission has proposed 3 that 
this period be extended to the end of the year. 
European Agricultural Guidance 
and Guarantee Fund 
Guarantee Section 
2.1. 77. On 8 March 4 the Council adopted a reg-
ulation on the use of a separate heading in the 
Communities' budget for the financial effect of 
the different conversion rates applied for mea-
sures financed by the Guarantee Section of the 
EAGGF. These are the representative rates used 
to convert into national currencies amounts relat-
ing to operations financed by the Guarantee Sec-
tion of the EAGGF and the budgetary rates used 
to convert expenditure expressed in national cur-
rencies for the purpOse of charging it to the Com-
munity budget. The Commission has adopted 
the implementing Regulation. 5 
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On 8 and 15 March the Council amended 6 the 
Regulations of 22 April 1969 and 10 December 
1970 7 on the financing of intervention expendi-
ture in respect of the domestic market: 
(i) Where in particular cases intervention cereals 
and rice, beef and veal and milk products are 
transferred from an intervention agency in one 
Member State to an intervention agency in an-
other Member State the transport costs borne by 
the intervention agencies. wUfln future be en-
tered in their accounts and thus financed by the 
EAGGF Guarantee Section under the system for 
financing the net losses of intervention agencies. 
(ii) With effect from 1 January 1974, the trans-
port costs for beef and veal taken in charge by in-
tervention agencies may, as for other products, be 
reimbursed by the EAGGF Guarantee Section, 
on the basis of an authorization from the Com-
mission which need no longer be obtained in ad-
vance. 
2.1.78. At its meeting on 14 and 15 March, the 
Council noted a communication from the Com-
mission following up the Council Resolution of 
16 December 1975 8 on stricter prevention of and 
proceedings against irregularities in the financing 
of the common agricultural policy. This commu-
nication reviewed the measures taken and the re-
sults they have produced. 
Conditions of competition 
2.1. 79. On 11 March 9 the Commission com-
menced proceedings before the Court of Justice 
against the British scheme of aid in the pigmeat 
1 OJ L 64 of 10.3.1977 arid L 77 of 25.3.1977. 
OJ L96 of 23.4.1972 and Ll28 of 19.5.1975. 
OJ C 88 of 13.4.1977. 
4 OJ L64 of 10.3.1977. 
5 OJ L84 of 1.4.1977. 
6 OJ L 66 of 12.3.1977. 
OJ Ll05 of 2.5.1969 and L249 of 17.1l.l970. 
Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2249. 
9 OJ C 87 of 7.4.1977. 
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sector since the United Kingdom had failed to 
apply the Commission Decision of 17 February 1 
requiring the scheme to be discontinued. 
2.1.80. By contrast, on 15 March the Council 
adopted a decision exceptionally authorizing the 
United Kingdom-as a measure to prevent any 
deflection of trade to the detriment of slaughter-
houses in Northern Ire/and-to continue paying 
employment aid for cattle and pigs slaughtered in 
Northern Ireland for as long as a difference exists 
between the representative rates of the pound 
sterling and the Irish pound against the unit of 
account; this aid does not apply to meat exported 
to Ireland. The Government of the United King-
dom was authorized to adjust this aid, which 
was, however, fixed by the Council for an initial 
period from 17 January to 21 March. 
2.1.81. The Commission decided on 17 March 
to specify the provisions of the Treaty on which 
was based the request to the Member States in 
its letters of 24 June 1976 2 to bring up to date 
annually the lists of State aid in agriculture. It 
considers these lists essential for providing an ac-
curate and full picture of aid schemes, for render-
ing them transparent and for assessing them ac-
coroing to joint criteria. 
2.1.82. With respect to various aids in Italy, on 
22 March the Commission took decisions: 
(i) closing proceedings under Article 93(2) of the 
EEC Treaty initiated on 1 December 1975 in re-
spect of aids granted to sellers of sugarbeet and 
to the processing industry; 
(ii) initiating proceedings under Article 93(2) in 
respect of all aids to beet and sugar. Both the aid 
schemes themselves and the method of financing 
are held to constitute infringements; 
(iii) initiating proceedings under Article 169 of 
the EEC Treaty in respect of two other aids, 
which infringe the rules governing the organiza-
tion of the market in sugar. 
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2.1.83. After consulting the Member States 3 in 
accordance with Article 93(1) of the EEC Treaty, 
the Commission, by letters dated 29 March, con-
firmed that it wo\ud no longer authonze the 
grant of aid from State funds or from any other 
kind of State resources for the direct or indirect 
encouragement of investment to develop isoglu-
cose production. It also informed the Member 
States that the procedure of Article 93(2) would 
be initiated if any such aids were granted. 
Harmonization of legislation 
2.1.84. In the field of seed and propagating ma-
terial in agriculture, horticulture and forestry, the 
Commission adopted on 3 March 4 a number of 
decisions to contend with a serious deficit in seed 
of certain species of fodder plant. 
2.1.85. In the field of veterinary legislation, in 
view of the fact that the outbreak of classic swine 
fever in the Netherlands could endanger herds in 
other Member States because of the .large volume 
of trade (about 7 500 tonnes per week), on 22 
March 5 the Commission adopted protective mea-
sures; Member States banned until 31 March the 
entry into their territory of pigs and fresh pig-
meat from the Netherlands. This decision was 
extended ·until 6 April6 to reflect subsequent de-
velopments, the rules being less strict. 
* 
2.1.86. On 11 March Parliament 7 adopted a 
Resolution on the Commission proposal to con-
clude the European Convention for the protec-
tion of animals on stock farms. 
Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.1.46. 
Bull. EC 6-1976, point 2246. 
3 Bull. EC 10-1976, point 2245. 
4 OJ L68 of 15.3.1977. 
5 OJ L 78 of 26.3.1977. 
6 OJ L87 of 5.4.1977. 
7 Point 2.3.11. 
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At its meeting of 30 and 31 March, the Economic 
and Social Committee 1 delivered an Opinion on a 
draft directive for the harmonization of legislation 
on materials and objects containing vinyl mono-
mer chloride and coming into contact with food-
stuffs. 
Transport policy 
Organization of the markets 
2.1.87. On 16 March the Commission decided 
to send a recommendation to the Netherlands 
Government after it had approached the Com-
mission concerning a draft law on the implemen-
tation of the Council Directive of 12 November 
19742 on admission to the occupation of road haul-
age operator in national and international trans-
port operations. 
The Commission notes in this recommendation 
that the provisions of the draft law and certain 
legal provisions applicable in the Netherlands 
largely comply with the requirements of the Di-
rective, particularly with regard to good repute, fi-
nancial standing, professional competence, the 
determination of the natural persons who must 
meet the requirements, the statement of grounds 
for rejection decisions, withdrawal of authoriza-
tion and the channels of appeal. 
The Commission recommends, however, that the 
Netherlands Government specify in greater de-
tail, or add further provisions to, certain proce-
dures for implementing the Directive, especially 
as regards the communication for consultation of 
the lists of subjects to be taken into consideration 
for the official recognition of professional compe-
tence and the implementation of the provision of 
the draft law with respect to the temporary oper-
ation of the undertakings in certain specific cases. 
Lastly, the Commission draws the attention of 
the Netherlands Government to the need to 
comply with the time-limits laid down by the 
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Council Directive for the application of the tran-
sitional provisions. 
Approximation of structures 
2.1.88. On 4 March, the Commission delivered 
a favourable Opinion on the measures by which 
Ireland intends to implement the Council Deci-
sion of 20 May 1975 on the improvement of the 
situation of railway undertakings and the harmon-
ization of rules governing financial relations be-
tween such undertakings and States.3 The Com-
mission has nevertheless asked the Irish Govern-
ment to draw up multiannual policy and financial 
programmes in order to comply more effectively 
with the requirements of the Community provi-
sions. 
2 .1.89. On 18 March 3 the Commission laid a 
proposal for a Regulation before the Council on 
the measures required to achieve comparability be-
tween the accounting systems and annual accounts 
of railway undertakings. This Regulation, present-
ed pursuant to the Council Decision of 20 May 
1975,4 lays down that, from the 1978 fmancial 
year onwards, the annual accounts (balance sheet, 
profit and loss account) of railway undertakings 
shall be drawn up on a uniform accounting basis. 
A transitional period is provided for, however, 
during which the undertakings will be able sim-
ply to transpose their annual accounts into the 
proposed scheme. 
2.1.90. The British Government, in accordance 
with the provisions of Article 93(3) of the EEC 
Treaty, has informed the Commission that it is 
granting immediate aid to the National Freight 
Corporation (NFC) to the amount of £ 19 million 
and that it plans to provide the NJ:C with further 
1 Point 2.3.79. 
2 OJ L 308 of 19.11.1974. 
3 OJ C 91 of 15.4.1977. 
4 OJ L 152 of 12.6.1975. 
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aid totalling £50 million and spread over two 
years. This aid should enable the NFC to honour 
its commitments and to finance a reorganization 
and rationalization programme. 
In its Opinion of 4 March, the Commission finds 
that these temporary aids do not affect intra-
Community trade and are therefore not incom-
patible with the operation of the common mar-
ket. It does, however, ask to be kept informed of 
how this aid is distributed and used. 
2.1.91. On 4 March the Commission delivered 
an Opinion addressed to the Italian Government t 
on measures to implement the provisions of Ar-
ticle 5 (minimum level of vocational training) of 
the Council Regulation of 25 March 1969 on the 
harmonization of certain social legislation relating 
to road transport. 2 The Commission approves of 
the measures proposed by the Italian Govem-
~ent, provi~e? that they are brought into line 
w1th the m~mmum level of vocational training 
laid down by the Council on 16 December 1976 3 
.before the period for implementing the national 
measures in question expires. 
Advisory Committee on Transport 
2.1.9?. The Advisory Committee on Transport 
met m Brussels on 3 and 4 March. Its agenda in-
cluded: election of its officers for the year 
1977/78, adoption of the programme of work for 
1977, the setting up of rapporteur groups to in-
vestigate the problems raised by the expansion of 
combined transport operations, and the problems 
of transport in the context of East-West relations. 
Lastly, the Committee started to consider a draft 
Opinion on the implementation of a structural 
policy for road haulage; the Committee will con-
tinue its study of this text at its next plenary 
meeting, to be held on 5 and 6 May. 
* 
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2.1.93. The Economic and Social Committee 4 at 
its meeting held on 30 and 31 March, gav~ its 
Opinion on the Commission's proposal to the 
Council to amend certain provisions affecting 
competition in the rail, road and inland waterway 
transport sector. 
Energy policy 
Formulation and implementation 
of a Community energy policy 
Energy questions discussed by the Council 
2.1.94. A Council meeting on energy was held 
in Brussels on 29 March with Mr Tony Benn, the 
United Kingdom Secretary of State for Energy, in 
the chair. At this meeting, the Energy Ministers 
discussed the general aspects of energy policy, 
energy conservation, energy investments and the 
state of the coal market, gave their opinion on 
the extension of the scheme of aid for coking 
coal and adopted decisions on the issue of Eur-
atom loans. 
The energy situation 
2.1.95. The Council discussed the general 
aspects of energy policy on the basis of the com-
munication presented by the Commission in Feb-
ruary.5 In this paper the Commission draws at-
tention to the serious implications which present 
trends could have for the security of energy sup-
plies and the economic and social development of 
the Community. 
The Council reaffirmed its determination to help 
improve the balance of the world energy market 
1 OJ L 66 of 12.3.1977. 
OJ L 77 of 29.3.1969. 
OJ L 357 of 29.12.1976. 
4 Point 2.3.80. 
5 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.1.59. 
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by rapidly putting together a Community energy 
policy, by working resolutely to conserve energy 
and by developing indigenous traditional and 
new forms of energy. In this connection, it un-
derlined the importance of a pricing policy. 
The Council agreed to hold a general discussion 
of energy problems twice a year in future, and to 
look into the specific problems of the develop-
ment of nuclear energy at the next meeting of 
Energy Ministers, scheduled for June. 
Energy conservation 
2.1.96. In the light of a communication from 
the Commission 1 and a memorandum from the 
French delegation the Council held a policy de-
bate on the expansion of the Community's ener-
gy conservation programme. To give a political 
boost to work in this field, the Council asked the 
Energy Committee to meet in an appropriate 
composition in the near future, to discuss exclu-
sively questions relating to energy conservation. 
The Commission will shortly present to the 
Council a new set of proposals embodying speci-
fic measures which will make a speedy and real 
contribution to the attainment of the Communi-
ty's energy saving objectives; the measures cover 
space heating, the car industry, the electrical 
engineering industry and energy conversion. The 
Council intends to take a decision on these pro-
posals by the end of June 1977. 
Promotion of investment 
2.1.97. The Council asked the Commission to 
place before it-for its next meeting on ener-
gy-proposals for a set of measures to promote 
and protect investment in the energy sector. The 
Commission's terms of reference extend to the 
question of a minimum safeguard price (MSP). 
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Oil refining 
2.1.98. The Council held an initial discussion 
on a Community approach to refining problems 
in the Community, on the basis of memoran-
dums from the Dutch, French and Italian Dele-
gations and a communication from the Commis-
sion. 2 The discussions revealed the political de-
termination on the part of all the Member States 
to reach a Community solution as soon as poss-
ible. The Council asked the Permanent Repre-
sentatives Committee to study this question- in 
greater detail so that the Council can decide on 
the matter at its meeting in June. 
Coal 
2.1.99. The Council discussed the state of the 
Community coal market and coal industry, which 
has deteriorated in the last year, with falling con-
sumption and production and a rapid growth in 
imports and production stocks. The Council 
agreed with the analysis made by the Commis-
sion in its communication on this matter in Feb-
ruary.3 
The Council acknowledged that information on 
coal imports from non-Community countries 
ought to be collected in the Member States and 
forwarded automatically to the Commission. It 
also asked the Commission to consider appropri-
ate ways of introducing such an information sys-
tem, with a view to taking a decision at its next 
meeting. 
2.1.100. The Council also gave its assent to the 
extension until the end of 1981 of existing ar-
rangements for aid for coking coal and coke to be 
used by the Community's iron and steel indus-
try; it was agreed that the rates of aid applying in 
1980 and 1981 would be re-examined before the 
end of 1979. 
1 Bull. EC 2-1977, points 1.5.1 to 1.5.4 and point 2.1.60. 
Point 2.1.103. 
Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.1.64. 
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Euratom loans 
2.1.101. The Council adopted two decisions 1 on 
Euratom loans intended to help finance nuclear 
power stations. 
The first decision empowers the Commission to 
contract loans, on behalf of the European Atomic 
Energy Community (Euratom) and within the 
limits laid down by the Council, the proceeds of 
which will be lent for the purpose of financing 
investment projects in the industrial production 
of nuclear-generated electricity and to industrial 
fuel cycle plants. The Commission is to borrow 
no more than the amount needed to cover the 
loans for which it receives applications. 
The borrowing and related lending operations are 
to be conducted in the same currency and under 
the same terms for repayment_ of capital and pay-
ment of interest. The costs incurred by the 
Community in concluding and carrying out each 
transaction are to be borne by the recipient un-
dertakings. 
Under the second decision, loans may be raised 
up to a total of 500 million European units of ac-
count. 
Energy Committee 
2.1.102. The Energy Committee met on 22 
March with Mr Brunner, Member of the Com-
mission, in the chair, and heard a report on the 
Community's work on energy research and de-
velopment by the Director-General for Research, 
Science and Education. 
The Committee also examined the final report of 
a Working Party on the promotion of investment 
in the energy sector, and discussed what infor-
mation on energy prices would be needed to en-
able the Commission to put proposals to the 
Council at a later date. The Committee also is-
sued its opinion on a Commission paper concern-
ing a programme for employing substantial num-
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bers of workers on projects for the rational use of 
energy. 
Sectoral problems 
Hydrocarbons 
Community approach to the problems 
of the refining industry 
2.1.103. On 22 March the Commission sent to 
the Council a communication defining a Com-
munity approach to the problems of the refining 
industry. 
The problems facing the refining industry are 
both internal and external: 
(i) surplus refining capacity in the Community, 
due to the reduced consumption of oil products; 
(ii) imbalance between the production structure 
and the demand structure, due to the increased 
demand for light pr<?<fucts; 
(iii) new competition, due to the building of ex-
porting refineries in non-member countries, espe-
cially the oil-producing countries. 
To solve the problem of the Community's sur-
plus capacity, distillation plant producing some 
140 million tonnes/year (i.e. about 16.5% of total 
existing capacity) needs to be closed down. This 
objective should be attained by halting all new 
construction (exceptions being made only after 
consultation at Community level), and by closing 
down marginal and/ or less efficient plants, either 
temporarily or permanently. On these two points, 
it is primarily up to the industry to take action. 
The Commission will monitor developments in 
this sector and check whether the industry's cor-
rective measures accord with the Community's 
objectives. Each year the Commission will inform 
the Energy Committee, to keep the situation un-
der review and decide what approach the Corn- -
1 OJ L 88 of 6.4.1977. 
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munity should adopt. Where necessary the Com-
mission will report to the Council. 
To redress the imbalance between the refining 
and the demand structures, additional conversion 
capacity of 8 to 12 million tonnes/year of gaso-
line must be constructed, at an estimated invest-
ment cost of US $2 to 3 000 million (1976). This 
matter should also be a matter for consultation 
and cooperation with the producer countries. 
The third problem-growing competition from 
the many exporting refineries to be built in non-
, member countries-will put new strains on the 
profitability of the Community's refining indus-
try. To balance the need for a profitable Commu-
nity refining industry with the need for an out-
ward-looking policy on the other, the Commu-
nity should develop a policy along the following 
general lmes: 
(i) prepare indicative medium-term forecasts of 
imports; 
(ii) establish machinery for information and con-
sultation within the Community; 
(iii) organize consultations with the non-mem-
ber countries concerned on the problems of trade 
in refined products; 
(iv) if necessary, apply commercial policy mea-
sures (anti-dumping or protective measures). 
Coal 
Financing cyclical coal stocks 
2.1.104. Under the guidelines for a Community 
energy policy, the Commission sent a proposal 1 
to the Council on 18 March concerning Commu-
nity aid for financing cyclical stocks of hard coal, 
coke and patent fuel. 
The purpose is to ease the burden of storage 
costs borne by the coal industry. These costs are 
very high because the Community's pithead coal 
and coke stocks have increased from some 16 
million tonnes at the end of 1974 (6.2% of nor-
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mal annual production) to 55 million tonnes at 
the end of 1976 (22.3% of last year's production). 
Stocks have reached their highest post-war level 
and are immobilizing a capital ,sum of 2 500 mil-
lion EUA. 
The system of aids proposed by the Commission 
is based on Community criteria; it is designed to 
avoid any discrimination between undertakings 
and to ensure flexibility in the coal market. Aid 
is granted only for a maximum of 20 million 
tonnes of coal, coke and patent fuel for the whole 
Community. This quantity of 20 million tonnes 
lies between the maximum and minimum stock 
levels and, based on the pattern of the last few 
years, corresponds to the range of normal cyclical 
fluctuations in working stocks. This ceiling 
means that only a proportion of undertakings' 
stocks would qualify for aid. What is more, the 
aid would be only 2.5 EUA per tonne per year 
and would therefore cover only part of the costs 
actually borne by the undertakings. 
The Commission is proposing to introduce this 
system for a three-year period from 1 January 
1978; the sum granted annually in aid would be 
about 50 million EUA and would be financed 
from the general Community budget. 
Industrial loans 
2.1.105. The Commission has decided togrant 
two loans to the National Coal Board under Ar-
ticle 54 of the ECSC Treaty. The first, worth 
£670 000, will be used toward the construction of 
a new training centre and the expansion of the 
existing preparation laboratories at the Mining 
Research and Development Establishment in 
Stanhope Bretby near Burton-on-Trent. The 
other, worth £19 million, will be used for purcha-
sing powered pit roof supports. 
* 
1 OJ C 87 of 7.4.1977. 
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2.1.106. At its plenary session on 30 and 31 
March, the Economic and Social Committee 1 de-
livered its opinion on the Commission's proposal 
to the Council on financial incentives to the use 
of coal in power stations, and on the draft Coun-
cil Resolution concerning Community-level con-
sultation on the siting of power stations, to which 
was annexed a proposal on the introduction of a 
Community procedure for the construction of 
power stations likely to affect the territory of an-
other Member State. On 17 March the ECSC 
Consultative Committee 2 also passed a Resolu-
tion on the Commission's proposal. 3 
Research and development, 
science and education 
Adoption of the JRC programme and 
postponement of the decision on JET 
2.1.107. At the meeting devoted to research 
problems on 29 March, the Council re-examined 
the proposal for the multiannual research pro-
gramme of the Joint Research Centre (JRC) for 
1977-80, together with the problems posed by the 
JET Project under the multiannual programme of 
research on controlled thermonuclear fusion and 
plasma physics. 
Multiannual programme of the 
Joint Research Centre for 1977-80 
2.1.108. The Council approved 4 the JRC's mul-
tiannual research programme for 1977-80-which 
had been embodied in a proposal forwarded by 
the Commission in May 1976; 5 guidelines on the 
technical content of the programme and the 
funds and staff to be assigned to it had already 
been adopted in November 1976. 6 
The total programme allocation is 346 million 
units of account, of which 196 million u.a. will be 
subject to adjustment in line with any salary in-
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creases awarded to Community employees; a 
fixed sum of 150 million u.a. has been appropri-
ated for investment. Most of the JRC staff (2 118) 
will be retained, but it is planned to reduce the 
number gradually by the retirement (voluntary) 
of 80 employees in the course of the four years 
covered by the programme. 
On the same occasion the Council reached broad 
agreement on the role to be played by the lspra 
Establishment in the field of thermonuclear fu-
sion technology; it instructed the Permanent Rep-
resentatives Committee to study the ways and 
means whereby this item could be included in 
Ispra's research activities. 
Problems relating to the implementation 
of the JET project 
2.1.109. The Council also discussed (for the 
fifth time) 7 the problems in connection with the 
siting of JET and the structure and management 
of the project. 
Despite pressure from the Commission, which in 
December 1976 had expressed its con~m at the 
possible loss of the technological advance which 
the Community would have maintained in the 
fusion field thanks to the JET project, the Coun-
cil again postponed a decision on the matter. 
The Permanent Representatives Committee is to 
fix as early a data as possible for a further Coun-
cil meeting at which a final decision should be 
taken. It has been asked, in preparation for that 
meeting, to give its urgent attention to the prob-
lems surrounding the structure and management 
of the JET project, in the light of a document 
1 Point 2.3. 72. 
2 OJ C 86 of 6.4.1977. 
3 Point 2.3.83. 
4 Subject to a reservation by the United Kingdom. 
5 Bull. EC 5-1976, points 1301 to 1306. 
6 Bull. EC 10-1976, point 2253. 
7 Bull. EC 2-1976, point 1401, 10-1976, point 2253, Il-1976, 
point 2253, 12-1976, point 2265. 
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prepared on the President's instructions, and to 
report back to the Council. 
Science, research and development 
Scientific and Technical Research Committee 
2.1.110. At a meeting on 28 March, the Scien-
tific and Technical Research Committee (CREST) 
delivered a favourable opinion, subject to some 
amendments to the draft Council decision pre-
pared by the Commission, on the proposals pre-
sented to it by the Commission in January1 for 
concerted R & D action on the question of sew-
age sludge treatment and utilization. The sug-
gested amendments concern the Commission's 
role in the coordination of national R & D activ-
ities in this field and the participation of non-
member countries in the research programme. 
CREST also decided to transmit to the Council 
and the Commission a report prepared by its En-
ergy R & D Subcommittee and discussed with it 
in November 1976.2 The report concerns the co-
ordination of national R & D policies in the en-
ergy sector; in particular, it recommends mea-
sures to coordinate R & D efforts in connection 
with energy conservation. 
Finally, on the basis of the work of one of its 
working parties, the Committee recommended 
that the Commission prepare proposals for con-
certed R & D action on materials for chemical 
plant equipment. 
2.1.111. The CREST Energy R & D Subcommit-
tee met in Brussels on 23 March and discussed 
for the first time the problem of bilateral or 
multilateral funding of research projects under 
the programme on energy R & D. It was also in-
formed of the present status of cooperation in 
research and development between the Commu-
nities and the International Energy Agency (lEA) 
set up by the Organization for Economic Cooper-
ation and Development (OECD). 
so 
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In the context of comparison and coordination of 
national policies and programmes on energy 
R & D, the Subcommittee noted the results of 
two surveys, concerning energy storage and sys-
tems analysis (development of energy models), 
which it had initiated in 1976 and which the 
Commission had carried out. 
2.1.112. On 1 March, the ad hoc Working Party 
on Scientific and Technical Cooperation with the 
Developing Countries, set up by CREST, exam-
ined the first items on a list of national activities 
in this field, the decision to compile such a list 
having been taken at its previous meeting. 3 It 
felt that the facts and figures so far collected by 
the Secretariat were sufficient to enable it to carry 
out the brief it had received from the CREST. 
The Working Party also held its first exchange of 
views on the various sectors in which the Com-
munity could promote scientific and technical 
cooperation with the developing countries. 
Coordination of research and development 
in the Member States 
2.1.113. The Commission invited a number of 
officials in charge of R & D policy in national ad-
ministrations in the Community countries to at-
tend a seminar held in Brussels on 17 and 18 
March on R & D coordination in the Member 
States. 
In November 1976 the CREST had decided to 
give support to the preparation of this event, 
which was among the activities specified by the 
Council Resolution of 14 January 19744 on the co-
ordination of national policies in the scientific 
and technical fields. 
1 Bull. EC 1-1977, point 2.1.57. 
Bull. EC 11-1976, point 2255. 
Bull. EC 11-1976, point 2257. 
4 Bull. EC 1-1974, point 1402 and OJ C 7 of 27.1.1974. 
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The discussions revealed the diversity of the 
structures and methods used for R & D coordina-
tion in the Member States. The seminar partici-
pants studied some more specific aspects of rela-
tions between government authorities on the one 
hand and industry and the universities on the 
other, and discussed the instruments of R & D 
coordination (including data processing) used by 
national administrations. 
The discussions afforded a clearer idea of the role 
which coordination plays in national decision-
making processes and brought out those points 
which are common to all systems and methods 
of coordination in the Member States. 
Committee of Seniof Officials in the field 
of Scientific and Technical Research 
2.1.114. At a meeting held in Brussels on 31 
March, the Committee of Senior Officials in the 
field of Scientific and Technical Research (COST) 
devoted a great deal of its time to a discussion 
of the Community's programmes of indirect ac-
tion on research into radiation protection and the 
environment. As agreed by CREST in Novem-
ber 1976, 1 the non-member countries represented 
in COST were invited to take part in these7Com-
munity programmes. 
An event which coincided with this meeting was 
the signing of the Joint Declaration of Intent 1 for 
the implementation of COST Project 30 (electron-
ic trqffic aids on mqjor roads); the signatories were 
the representatives of the eight participating 
countries (Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, 
Germany, Sweden, Switzerland and United King-
dom). This Declaration is also to be signed by the 
Community in the near future, when the neces-
sary internal procedures have been accomplished. 
Another Declaration of Intent, concerning COST 
Project 211 (reduction of redundancy in video-
phone services) was signed by five participating 
countries (Belgium, France, Germany, Switzer-
land and the United Kingdom). 
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In connection with Project 68 (treatment and util-
ization of sewage sludge) the Committee was in-
formed of the Opinion adopted on the subject by 
CREST on 28 March; 3 the non-member coun-
tries represented in COST were officially invited 
to take part in this Community programme of 
concerted action. 
Finally, the Committee noted the fact that the 
Commission was intending shortly to propose to 
the Council a programme of concerted action on 
the physical properties of foodsttif.Js, in accordance 
with the recommendations of a COST technical 
working party with special competence in this 
field. 
Education 
Education Committee 
2.1.115. At its meeting on 14 and 15 March, 
the Education Committee adopted the pro-
gramme for implementing, in 1977 and 1978, the 
22 items contained in the action programme on 
education 4 and the measures designed to facili-
tate the transition for young people from educa-
tion to working life. 5 
In particular, the Education Committee approved 
a programme of study visits for specialists in vo-
cational training and guidance and the organiza-
tion of a seminar on teacher training. 
1 Bull. EC 11-1976, point 2255. 
2 OJ C 91 of 15.4.1977. 
1 Point 2.1.110. 
4 OJ C 38 of 19.2.1976. 
5 OJ C 308 of 30.12.1976 and Supplement 12176- Bull. EC. 
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Scientific and technical 
information and 
information management 
Preparation of a second plan of action 
Opinion of the CIDST 
2.1.116. In March the Commission consulted 
the Committee for Scientific and Technical Infor-
mation and Documentation (CIDsn regarding 
the launching of the second plan of action on 
scientific and technical information and docu-
mentation (1978-80). 
In an Opinion addressed to the Commission and 
to the Scientific and Technical Research Commit-
tee (CREsn, the CIDST expressed the view that 
the plan-which it regarded as essential-should 
be based on the steps already taken and the re-
sults achieved under the first three-year plan 
(197 5-77), which it should consolidate where 
necessary by setting certain fresh objectives. The 
Committee felt that the three priority objectives 
should be: 
(a) to transform Euronet into an operation 
network providing direct access to information; 
(b) to develop information markets in the Com-
munity by studying users' various requirements 
and giving assistance to the various categories of 
users; 
(c) to develop a technology and a methodology 
to improve information services, particularly 
those operating in the Euronet framework. 
The CIDST stressed that the provision of ser-
vices to users was essential; it recommended a 
budgetary appropriation of nine million units of 
account for the implementation of this second 
plan. It requested that it be closely associated 
with the policies and applications of multilingual-
ism affecting scientific and technical information. 
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Enlargement 
Accession negotiations: Greece 
2.2 .1. The fourth session of the accession nego-
tiations between the Community and Greece at 
deputy (Ambassador) level took place in Brussels 
on 30 March. 
The Community Delegation made a statement 
concerning budgetary problems, whereas the 
Greek Delegation's two statements dealt with ex-
ternal relations and the ECSC. 
2.2.2. During March the Commission and the 
Greek Delegation continued their examination of 
Community secondary legislation. The subjects 
covered were social affairs, right of establishment 
and, in the agricultural field, the cereals sector. 
Lastly, the Commission adopted and forwarded 
to the Council three further reports on the exam-
ination of Community secondary legislation, in 
which it points out for each field considered the 
technical adjustments to be made to certain pro-
visions and, where appropriate, the substantive 
problems which would be raised by making cer-
tain instruments applicable to Greece. The three 
reports submitted to the Council deal with the 
following sectors: environment and consumer 
protection, taxation and regional policy. They 
bring the number of communications to the 
Council up to four (the first, transmitted in late 
December 1976, dealt with the examination of 
Community secondary legislation in the field of 
transport). This procedure is similar to the one 
followed during the negotiations for the accession 
of the three 'new' Member States in 1970-71. 
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Conference on International 
Economic Cooperation 
2.2.3. March saw a number of meetings and 
decisions in preparation for the next session of 
the North-South Dialogue, notably: agreement 
between the two eo-Chairmen on the dates and 
details for resuming the Conference, preparatory 
work within the Community-particularly defin-
ition by the Commission of the guidelines to be 
followed for these final negotiations-statement 
by the European Council on the North-South Dia-
logue, proposal by the Commission to the 
Council, pursuant to that statement, for the sta-
bilization of the developing countries' export 
earnings. 
Dates and details for resuming the CIEC 
2.2.4. On the initiative of the two eo-Chairmen 
of the Paris conference, Mr MacEachen and Mr 
Perez-Guerrero, the date of the CIEC Ministerial 
Conference was formally agreed; it will be held in 
Paris from 30 May to 1 June 1977. 
According to the timetable which the eo-Chair-
men (who met in Caracas on 7 March) worked 
out after consultation with their respective groups 
and which was accepted by the participants in the 
Conference, including the Community, the pre-
paratory work will start again on 26 April with a 
meeting of the ten eo-Chairmen (those of the 
Conference and those of the four Commissions 
set up within the Conference), which will also be 
attended by high officials of the twenty-seven 
participants. 
Preparation by the Community 
of the final negotiations 
2.2.5. Following this agreement to start up the 
Dialogue again, the Community has continued 
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intensive preparation of the Conference. At its 
meeting on 8 March, the Council worked out de-
tails of the Community's initial position for the 
negotiating conference on a Common Fund un-
der the auspices of UNCT AD; the questions be-
ing discussed in the two forums are inseparably 
linked. 
On 16 March, the Commission adopted a com-
munication to the Council on the guidelines for 
the preparation of the final negotiations of the 
CIEC. Essentially the Commission's view was 
that, for the Conference to be a success, the 
Council should take decisions in the following 
three fields: immediate aid for the poorest deve-
loping countries, increased backing for the aim of 
the transfer of resources, solution of the problems 
of raw materials. 
The group of senior officials (representatives of 
the Commission and the Council), for its part, 
held two meetings-on 22 and 29 March-to pre-
pare the Council meeting that was to define the 
Community's final stance when the Dialogue re-
sumed. At these meetings, questions of tactics 
and of the substance were discussed, particularly 
in connection with raw materials and the transfer 
of resources. 
Statement by the European Council 
2.2.6. The European Council, meeting on 25 
and 26 March in Rome, discussed the CIEC. The 
Presidency of the European Council issued the 
following statement on the North-South Dia-
logue: 
'We have agreed the basis of a common posi-
tion. 
We agreed that there should be commodity price 
stabilization agreements where appropriate and 
that there should be a Common Fund. There will 
also be a study of export earnings stabilization 
measures for developing countries and of special 
action for the CIEC on aid. 
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This will now be worked out in detail at the 
Council on 5 April and will be brought forward 
in the preparations for the CIEC Mi~isteri~l 
Meeting in Paris, in which the Comm~mty ~Ill 
coordinate its position with the other mdustnal-
ized countries in the Group of Eight. This will be 
followed by detailed negotiations at the UNC-
TAD Conference. 
The Community will call on other countries, for 
instance in Eastern Europe and oil producing 
countries, to make an adequate contribution in 
the development field.' 
Study of measures to stabilize developing 
countries' export earnings 
2.2. 7. Regarding the study of export earnings 
stabilization measures-referred to in the state-
ment on the North-South Dialogue issued by the 
European Council-the Commission presented. a 
communication to the Council on 31 March m 
which it outlined, as a working hypothesis, the 
main characteristics of a scheme for the stabiliza-
tion on a world scale of developing countries' ex-
port earnings. 
The Commission-referring to previous proposals 
it had made 1--describes in particular in this doc-
ument the possible types of stabilization (overall 
or by product), the products to which it could ap-
ply the developing countries that would qualify (~rest and least developed countries: per capita 
GNP below US $ 360), the possible methods of fi-
nancing and forms of administration. 
In this communication, the Commission present-
ed the system under study as a parallel and com-
plementary scheme to those price . stabil~ti~n 
schemes being discussed and negotiated wtthm 
the UNCT AD integrated programme for com-
modities 2 and within the framework of an overall 
approach to the question of raw maten'a\s. 
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Common Fund: the negotiating conference 
2.2.8. The negotiating conference for a Com-
mon Fund was held in Geneva from 7 March to 
3 April but no concrete decision emerged. How-
ever, Mr Walker (Jamaica), the conference Chair-
man, declared at the end of the conference that 
there had been some elements of a consensus. 
Mr Walker noted in particular that the Member 
States of the Community had agreed, at the Eu-
ropean Council meeting in Rome on 25 and 
26 March, that there should be a Common 
Fund.3 
In the Community's opinion, the purpose of such 
a Fund would be to help achieve the aims of the 
integrated programme for commodities approved 
by UNCTAD IV2 in May 1976 in the resolution 
on commodities passed by that conference. It 
should be established and accepted by a large 
number of industrialized and developing coun-
tries. 
No arrangement was made in Geneva concerning 
any future meeting of the conference, but Mr 
Walker considered it desirable that another meet-
ing be held in November 1977 at the latest. It is 
with this in mind that the Community will try to 
define its position more clearly as to the type of 
fund it would like to see envisaged. 
1 OJ L 25 of 30.1.1976 (Lome Convention: Articles 16 to 24); 
Supplement 1/75- Bull. BC; Bull. BC 5-1975, points 1401 to 
1406; 6-1975, points 1301 to 1309; Supplement 6/75 -Bull. 
BC; Bull. BC 7/8-1975, point 2333; 9-1975, points 1101 to 
1103; and 10-1975, points 1101 to 1112. 
2 Bull. BC 5-1976, point 1204. 
3 Point 2.2.6. 
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Multilateral trade negotiations 
Trade Negotiations Committee 
Non-tariff measures 
2.2.9. Four of the five Subgroups within the 
Non-Tariff Measures Group met in Geneva in 
March. 
Subsidies and countervailing duties - This Sub-
group, which met briefly on 28 February, conti-
nued examining the problems encountered in the 
field of subsidies and countervailing duties, par-
ticularly in the light of a draft text drawn up by 
the Canadian delegate as a personal contribution. 
It was agreed that delegations who wanted furth-
er explanations about the text could hold bilateral 
or multilateral consultations, the results of which 
would be forwarded to the Subgroup to enable it 
to decide what action to take on the draft text in 
its future work. It was decided that the next 
meeting of the Subgroup would be in May. 
Government procurement - The Subgroup on 
government procurement met on 3 and 4 March; 
it examined, on the basis of a GATT Secretariat 
paper, the list of elements already identified in 
the field of public contracts. This examination 
will continue at the next meeting of the Sub-
group and the delegations were requested to 
make any additional remarks and suggestions in 
writing and to supply any useful information on 
the main problems of and the principal negotiat-
ing approaches on public contrast. 
It was suggested that the discussion should con-
centrate on specific questions concerning the 
principle of non-discrimination and the guarantee 
of transparency, and on questions of control and 
the settlement of disputes, buying agencies and 
thresholds, with particular reference to the appli-
cation of differential measures to developing 
countries. 
Quantitative restrictions - The Subgroup on 
quantitative restrictions held a meeting of techni-
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cal experts on 7 and 8 March; it continued dis-
cussions on the procedures in connection with 
import licence systems, particularly in the light of 
a summary drawn up by the secretariat of the 
varying attitudes that existed. It then examined, 
at its plenary session on 9 and 10 March, the 
question of the reports on the consultations held 
in accordance with the procedure adopted by the 
Subgroup at its meeting in April 1975 and agreed 
that these consultations should continue. 
The Subgroup also held another exchange of 
views on the possibility of working out additional 
bilateral negotiating procedures and continued ex-
amining proposals and suggestions concerning 
the application of differential measures to deve-
loping countries. The Subgroup agreed to conti-
nue this examination at its next meeting. 
Technical barriers to trade -This Subgroup met 
from 21 to 25 March to discuss in particular the 
Finnish proposal for amending the draft code 
with regard to definitions. It also continued dis-
cussion of various proposals for revision of the· 
text of the code on the basis of the draft present-
ed by the American Delegation and concerning a 
clause that would give preferential treatment to 
the developing countries. The Subgroup agreed to 
devote the next meeting-to be held, in principle, 
before the summer-to all the fundamental ques-
tions that had not yet been resolved. 
Development 
The Council and development questions 
2.2.10. Among the items discussed at the 
Council meeting on development held in Brus-
sels on 22 March were the coordination of devel-
opment policies, aid for non-associated develop-
ing countries, relations with the non-governmen-
tal organizations (NGOs) and food aid. The 
Council agreed to hold, at least once and if poss-
ible twice a year, a general discussion on certain 
fundamental problems arising in relations with 
ss 
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the developing countries, with a view to achiev-
ing greater consistency between the development 
cooperation policies of the Community and of the 
Member States. 
Coordination and harmonization of 
development cooperation policies 
2.2.11. The Council noted an interim report 
from the Commission on progress already 
achieved and progress which might be achieved 
in the near future in implementing the Resolu-
tion of 8 November 19761 on the coordination 
and harmonization of development cooperation 
policies within the Community. Communications 
dealing with certain specific questions will be 
submitted by the Commission between now and 
the next meeting on development. 
In the field of operational coordination, the 
Council approved a Resolution on the coordina-
tion of Community and Member States' emerg-
ency and humanitarian aid projects. 
By increasing coordination and, in suitable cases, 
by pooling efforts, the Resolution aims to im-
prove the efficiency and consistency of Commu-
nity and national measures to help the victims of 
natural disasters or comparable exceptional cir-
cumstances, on a case-by-case basis. 
The Resolution sets guidelines for achieving this, 
both when immediate help is given and when 
short-term emergency aid is given. It requests the 
Commission to submit proposals for the imple-
mentation of these guidelines before 1 July 1977, 
so that the Council may take the necessary de-
cisions. 
Financial and technical aid for 
non-associated developing countries 
2.2.12. The Council held an initial exchange of 
views on the proposal regarding Community fi-
nancial and technical aid for non-associated deve-
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loping countries, which the Commission had sub-
mitted on 18 February. 2 The Council will conti-
nue its discussions after receiving Parliament's 
Opinion. 
Meanwhile, it has invited the Commission to 
continue its preparations for the allocation of 
1977 financial and technical aid appropriations for 
non-associated developing countries, and to sub-
mit by its next meeting suggestions for the use 
of these appropriations so that decisions may be 
taken as soon as possible. 
Food aid 
2.2.13. After its discussion on food-aid prob-
lems the Council reached agreement on a series 
of questions-the general aims of food aid, the 
criteria for selecting recipient countries and deter-
mining quantities, an expedited decision-making 
procedure for emergency action in the event of 
disasters of human origin (to complement the 
procedure already followed in the event of natu-
ral disasters), the possibility of triangular food-aid 
operations, special mobilization procedu~s for na-
tional food aid in the form of cereals and certain 
procedural and administrative questions, includ-
ing the expression of food aid in financial terms. 
The Council agreed to continue its discussions 
on the other questions at its next meeting on de-
velopment. These questions include increasing 
the volume of food aid, the gradual transfer to 
the Community of responsibility for aid projects, 
the provision of aid for the constitution of stocks 
in recipient countries and the supply of processed 
cereal products. 
During this discussion Mr Cheysson, for the 
Commission, stated that the Commission was 
withdrawing its proposal for a three-year indica-
tive food-aid programme 1977-79, submitted to 
1 Bull. EC 11-1976, point 2317. 
2 OJ C 54 of 4.3.1977 and Bull. EC 2-1977, points 1.4.1 to 
1.4.10. 
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the Council in September 1976,1 since some dele-
gations were not prepared to accept an increase in 
the volume of aid. 
Relations with the non-governmental 
organizations specializing in 
development cooperation 
2.2.14. The Council noted a report from the 
Commission on progress in relations between the 
European Communities and those non-govern-
mental organizations specializing in development, 
particularly in the field of eo-financing. 
The Commission expressed satisfaction with the 
progress made in this new field, which looked 
very promising for the future. 
Development cooperation policy 
Stabilization of developing countries' 
export earnings 
2.2.15. On 31 March, following the statement 
on the North-South Dialogue put out at the end 
()f the European Council meeting in Rome, ac-
cording to which meas~ues to st~bilize export 
earnings in the developmg countnes are to be 
studied the Commission formally presented a 
commu'nication to the Council setting out, as a 
working hypothesis, main points of those mea-
sures.2 
Cooperation with the NGOs 
2.2.16. By the end of March, 22 of the 45 pro-
jects submitted to the Commission by the non-
governmental organizations specializing in devel-
opment aid (NGOs) for eo-financing operations 
under the 1977 budget had been adopted, total-
, ling 643 430 EUA. 
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Commodities and 
world agreements 
Sugar 
, 
2.2 .17. On 4 March the Commission proposed 
to the Council that the Community participate in 
the conference-to be held in Geneva from 18 
April to 27 May-for the negotiation of a new in-
ternational sugar agreement under the auspices of 
UNCTAD. The Community is not a signatory to 
the existing agreement but has taken part as an 
observer in the meetings for preparing the next 
conference. 
Cocoa 
2.2.18. At meetings in March of the Executive 
Committee and the International Cocoa Council 
the problem of revising the prices laid down in 
the Agreement was examined in detail, notably 
on the basis of the producer countries' proposals. 
Since present world prices are very high because 
of the drop in world production, revision of the 
prices provided for in the Agreement to bring 
them up to realistic levels would certainly help in 
the medium term to encourage the producer 
countries to continue and to step up their efforts 
to improve market supplies. It would therefore be 
necessary both to implement effectively the econ-
omic provisions of the Agreement and to take 
into account production costs, the need to avoid 
reducing consumption and long-term market 
price trends. 
The Executive Committee, which will meet in 
June, and the International Cocoa Council, which 
• Bull. EC 9-1976, points 1401 to 1406. 
2 Point 2.2.7. 
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will meet in July, will have to provide a solution 
to this problem and, at the request of the con-
sumer countries, establish a 'market committee' 
to keep a constant watch on all matters relating 
to the world cocoa economy. 
Tin 
2.2.19. The Fifth International Tin Agreement 
will formally enter into force on 1 July 1977, Bo-
livia having finally agreed to ratify it. This was 
the essential result of the session of the Interna-
tional Tin Council in London from 29 March to 
1 April. 
Bolivia was the only one of the five producer 
countries which had not ratified the new agree-
ment by the appointed date, 31 December 1976. 
To break the deadlock a working party set up for 
this purpose by the International Council recom-
mended that a special group be established to un-
dertake a regular review of prices in order to de-
termine whether they were economically justi-
fied. This special group would consist of represen-
tatives of eight countries (four producers and four 
consumers); it would submit its findings and the 
data collected by it to the International Tin 
Council which, where appropriate, would take a 
decision. 
In the debate which ensued on these suggestions 
Bolivia and the other four producer countries ad-
vocated that prices be reviewed every six 
months; most consumer countries (twenty-three 
in all) indicated their preference for an annual re-
view. Finally, in view of the attitude adopted by 
the producer countries and in order to enable the 
fifth agreement finally to enter into force they 
came round to the principle of a six-monthly 
price review. 
S8 
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Formulating and implementing the 
common commercial policy 
Import arrangements 
Easing of restrictive measures 
2.2.20. Under the Council Decision of 27 
March 1975 on unilateral import arrangements in 
respect of State-trading countries, 1 the Commis-
sion decided on the following measures to ease 
existing restrictions: 
• Italy-Poland: exceptional opening of an addi-
tional quota for woven fabric of flax; 2 
• Benelux-Certain State-trading countries: amend-
ment of the amount of cerfaui quotas; l 
• Benelux-Poland: opening of a quota for un-
wrought aluminium; 3 
• Benelux-China: amendment of the amount of 
certain quotas; 3 
• Benelux-North Korea: opening of a quota for 
unwrought zinc; 3 · 
• Denmark-Bulgaria: exceptional opening of a 
quota for men's and boys' -undergarments; 4 
• Italy-Poland: exceptional opening of an addi-
tional quota for bearings. 5 
Import surveillance 
2.2.21. On 1 March the Commission decided 6 
to institute Community surveillance over imports 
of certain phosphate fertilizers (superphosphates, 
1 OJ L 99 of 21.4.1975. 
2 OJ C 58 of 8.3.1977. 
3 OJ C 81 of 1.4.1977. 
4 OJ C 82 of 2.4.1977. 
5 OJ C 88 of 13.4.1977. 
6 OJ L 58 of 3.3.1977. 
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orthophosphates) originating in GATT member 
countries and countries treated as such. Commu-
nity imports of these fertilizers have expanded 
sharply in recent years and foreign manufacturers 
are supplying a growing proportion of the market. 
Since there was a risk of damage being suffered 
by Community producers of similar or directly 
competing products, it was felt that measures 
should be taken to keep an eye on the way these 
imports develop. 
Credit insurance, export credit 
Export credit: adoption of guidelines 
by the Council 
2.2.22. On 14 March the Council adopted a de-
cision under which, for an experimental period 
lasting until 30 June, the European Economic 
Community will apply certain guidelines for the 
grant to non-member countries of export credits 
which enjoy official support and are for a period 
of two years or more. 
The guidelines set minimum rates of interest, 
maximum credit periods and the minimum per-
centage of the payments to be made by the time 
of delivery, including those made on delivery, all 
these terms to vary according to whether the re-
cipient country is classed as relatively rich, inter-
mediate or relatively poor. 
Over the last two decades, there have been inter-
national negotiations to lay the basis for a body 
of rules governing export credit. The negotiations 
were intensified in 1974, and in 1974 and 1975 
the Member States and the Commission had fre-
quent talks 1 with the United States and Japan; 
the margin of disagreement was narrowed but, 
even then, no common position emerged. 
The countries represented at the Rambouillet 
Summit in November 1975 decided to work for 
a common position on export credits; at their Puerto 
Rico meeting in June 1976, they declared 
· that tliey · hacf adopted convergent guidelines on 
export credits. 
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The Commission has always considered that Ar-
ticle 113 of the EEC Treaty places export credits 
within the Community's competence. Its view 
was upheld by the Court of Justice in Opinion 
1175 given on 11 November 1975.2 
In July 1976 the Commission consequently felt 
obliged to take the first steps of the procedure of 
Article 169 3 against those Member States who, 
having taken part individually in the abovemen-
tioned international discussions, had been party 
to an understanding outside the Community 
context and taken certain measures in conjunc-
tion with other Member States and with other 
non-member countries in order to implement this 
understanding. 
The Commission, while considering that the 
guidelines were of limited value in that they did 
not cover all aspects of the search for internation-
al discipline on export credits and still allowed 
excessive scope for unilateral action, nevertheless 
recognized that this understanding constituted 
the initial basis for an agreement. 
It therefore proposed 4 that the Community 
should apply the guidelines laid down pursuant 
to the understanding for it would then be able to 
benefit from the restrictions on competition, 
however limited, while at the same time being 
better placed to work towards a more comprehen-
sive arrangement. 
The Commission therefore welcomed the deci-
sion taken by the Council on 14 March, which 
confirms its determination to follow this path. 
1 Bull. EC 7/8-1974, point 2303,9-1974, point 2303, 12-1974, 
point 2304, 1-1975, point 2301, 5-1975, point 2311, 12-1975, 
point 2311. 
2 OJ C 268 of 22.11.1975. 
3 Bull. EC 7/8-1976, point 2313. 
4 Tenth General Report, point 489. 
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Specific measures of commercial policy 
Textiles 
Multifibre Arrangement 
2.2.23. From 16 to 18 March the Community 
took part in a meeting of the GATT Textiles 
Committee in Geneva. The main item for discus-
sion was the possibility of extending the Agree-
ment regarding International Trade in Textiles 
(Multifibre Arrangement) which will expire on 31 
December. The Commission outlined the main 
subiects of concern to the Community as regards 
the operation of the arrangement in its current 
form and drew attention to a number of specific 
problems which it felt the new arrangement 
should seek to solve. The Community is propos-
ing to begin negotiations for this as soon as the 
Council has adopted the proposal for negotiating 
directives transmitted by the Commission in Jan-
uary. 
Canada 
2.2.24. On 11 March the Community held con-
sultations with Canada concerning the restric-
tions imposed by that country, under Article XIX 
of the GATT, on imports of a whole range of ar-
ticles of clothing. 
India 
2.2.25. On 4 March the Commission held 
ccnsultations with India on the problems posed 
by imports into the Community market of wom-
en's shirts and blouses and men's shirts originat-
ing in India. Since the two sides were unable to 
agree on a solution the Commission adopted 
quantitative restrictions on 16 March. The Com-
mission hopes that consultations will be resumed 
in the near future. 
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Macao 
2.2.26. At the request of the European Com-
munity, consultations were held in Brussels on 
21 March between a Community delegation and 
the Macao Government on the problems posed 
by imports into the Community of men's and 
boys' jackets and women's and girls' blouses. It 
was recognized that the increase in imports of 
those products from Macao was likely to disrupt 
an important part of the Community mar-
ket-the United Kingdom-and th'e Macao au-
thorities agreed to restrict their exports there. 
Philippines and Thailand 
2.2.27. Consultations under the Multifibre Ar-
rangement took place between the Community 
and the Philippines and Thailand to seek a solu-
tion to the market disruption caused by the de-
velopment of imports of knitted and crocheted 
undergarments from the two countries into 
France and the United Kingdom. 
The Philippine and Thailand authorities ex-
pressed their willingness to accept voluntary res-
traint of their exports to the Community market 
at agreed levels. On 16 March the Commission 
adopted two Regulations 1 for the implementation 
of this. 
South Korea 
2.2.28. The Council extended until 31 Decem-
ber 1977 certain safeguard measures concerning 
imports into the United Kingdom of sacks and 
bags of woven polyolefin fabrics originating in 
Korea; 1 it decided 2 that the terms for imports of 
certain textile products from Korea to the Bene-
lux countries, introduced by the Commission in 
January,3 would be maintained until the same 
date, 
I oJ L n of 18.3.1977. 
2 OJ L64 of 10.3.1977. 
3 Bull. EC 1-1977, point 2.2.20; OJ L 24 of 28.1.1977 
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Mexico 
2.2.29. On 14 March 1 the Council removed the 
quantitative restrictions on imports of cotton yam 
from Mexico to the Benelux countries introduced 
in August 1976.2 This re-establishment of free-
dom of trade was the result of consultations be-
tween the Community and Mexico and reflects 
the recent developments in trade in the relevant 
products and the assurances given by the Mex-
ican authorities. 
International organizations 
United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe 
2.2.30. The Committee on Agricultural Prob-
lems of the United Nations Economic Commis-
sion for Europe held its annual session in Geneva 
from 7 to 11 March, and was attended by rep-
resentatives from twenty-nine member countries 
of the Committee and observers from two other 
countries. At the invitation of the ECE Sec-
retariat, the session was also attended by repre-
sentatives from the Community, the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) and the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD). The following were also rep-
resented: the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCT AD), the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Na-
tions (FAO) and the General Agreement on Ta-
riffs and Trade (GATT). 
The Committee analysed recent trends in agricul-
ture in Europe and in European trade in agricul-
tural products. It studied the markets for certain 
products such as cereals, cattle and meat, milk 
and milk products, and tobacco. It also adopted 
its programme of work for 1977-81. The Com-
mission representative made a statement on the 
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main developments in Community agriculture in 
1976. 
Economic Commission for Africa 
2.2.31. The Community was represented at the 
session of the United Nations Economic Com-
mission for Africa (ECA) which was held from 24 
February to 3 March in Kinshasa, Zaire; this ses-
sion was also the fourth meeting of the Confer-
ence of Ministers of the ECA. 
The Member States of the Community were rep-
resented as observers, but the declarations made 
by the representatives of the Council and the 
Commission were considered as expressing the 
Community's coordinated position. In his decla-
ration, the Commission representative expressed 
the Community's desire for an improvement in 
the economic and social well-being of Africa. Par-
ticular attention was drawn to the role played by 
the Lome Convention both in its own right and 
as a model for cooperation between developing 
and industrialized countries. 
The meeting ended after the adoption of over 
forty resolutions covering a wide range of matters 
concerning the socio-economic development of 
Africa. 
United Nations Water Conference 
2.2.32. A conference on water, organized by the 
United Nations, was held at Mar del Plata (Ar-
gentina) from 15 to 25 March, and was attended 
by representatives from 116 countries. The Com-
mission was represented. 3 
The Conference passed a series of recommenda- 1 
tions and resolutions (the Mar del Plata plan), in-
cluding: 
1 OJ L 71 of 18.3.1977. 
2 OJ L203 of 29.7.1976; Bull. EC7/8-1976, point 2312. 
1 Point 2.1.56. 
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• the decision that the period from 1980 to 1990 
would be termed 'International Drinking Water 
Supply and Sanitatlon~Decade', witli a film com-
mitment to developing drinking water supply 
and purification networks by 1990; 
• recommendations for improving the distribu-
tion of irrigation water, restricting industry's de-
mand for water, studying means of dealing with 
drought and floods, encouraging regional and in-
ternational cooperation and attaching the greatest 
priority to water supply projects. 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
2.2.33. The FAO's Intergovernmental Working 
Party on oil seeds and fats met in Rome from 7 
to 11 March. Most of its work was devoted to 
studying the situation and short-term prospects 
in the fats sector and to drawing up a number of 
recommendations to the governments of its 
member countries. 
General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade 
• 2.2.34. At its meeting of 2 March, the GATT 
Council was once again presented with reports 
from the panels on 'DISC' and on the tax prac-
tices of Belgium, France and the Netherlands. 
The United States representative emphasized that 
the four reports were linked and that consequent-
ly, if the DISC (Domestic International Sales Cor-
poration) legislation was incompatible with the 
provisions of the General Agreement, then so 
were the comparable practices of the three Mem-
ber States. 
The Community representative pointed out that. 
there could be no question of linking the fol,Jr 
questions together, as was confirmed by the 
Council's Decision to set up four f;lifferent panels 
to analyse tax legislation. The link established by 
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the American Delegation was all the more inop-
portune since, whereas the report of the DISC 
panel seemed perfectly clear, the reports of the 
three other panels on the system applied in Bel-
gium, France and the Netherlands i.ncluded one 
point in particular-a very wide interpretation of 
the concept 'export activities'-which called for 
clarification. Under these circumstances, the 
Community representative asked the Council to 
examine the report on DISC and recommended 
that this legislation be repealed. 
The Chairman of the GATT Council decided to 
re-examine these questions at a further meeting. 
2.2.35. The panels set up by the GATT Council 
to examine the compatibility with the General 
Agreement of the system adopted by the EEC in 
March 1976 for compulsory purchase of 
skimmed-milk powder intended for animal feed 1 
held its second session on 21 March, when the 
parties in question clarified their respective points 
of view. The Community also gave its answers to 
the questionnaire which it had received from the 
panel. 
Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
Executive Committee 
2.2.36. The Executive Committee of the OECD 
met in Paris on 3 March. It examined the state 
of economic relations between the member coun-
tries of the Organization in the context of the 
medium-term strategy adopted in June 1976 2 
and the difficulties of all kinds at present affect-
ing these relations (uncertain economic recovery, 
persistent inflation and unemployment, balance 
of payments deficits, sectoral problems). 
It underlined the links between the economic, 
commercial and financial policies of member 
' Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.2.28. 
2 Bull. EC 6-1976, point 2325. 
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countries and, recognizing that the danger of pro-
tectionism still existed and that there were acute 
difficulties in certain industries, emphasized the 
value of intensified multilateral consultation and 
the need to maintain the discipline to which the 
member countries submitted by the 1974 Trade 
Pledge. 1 
As regards economic relations with developing 
countries, the Committee assessed the prospects 
of the CIEC and heard a statement by the 
American Delegation on current opinion in 
Washington regarding the final phase of the Paris 
Conference. The Committee noted the political 
will of the member countries to take all necessary 
steps so that the CIEC would yield satisfactory 
results in several fields. Although these steps will 
doubtless fail to come up to the expectations of 
certain developing countries, they have to be 
judged in terms of the actual possibilities of the 
industrialized countries. 
Committee on Agriculture 
I 
2.2.37. The OECD Committee on Agriculture 
met in Paris from 16 to 18 March. It was'mostly 
concerned with preparing a Committee meeting 
at ministerial level. The Committee confirmed 
the interest of holding a ministerial meeting on 
the outlook for agricultural policies and markets, 
a theme put forward by the Secretary-General. 
According to the majority of delegationS, the 
meeting could be held between the beginning of 
October 1977 and mid-January 1978. Atlfs next 
session in June, the Committee will discuss the 
precise agenda and in particular the wording of 
the items under discussion. 
Working Party on Shipbuilding 
2.2.38. The OECD Working Party on Ship-
building held a further meeting in Paris on 22 
and 23 March to discuss the questions raised by 
the distribution of orders between European and 
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Japanese shipyards. Two main items predominat-
ed at this meeting: the question of a meeting 
with the representatives of the Trade Union Ad-
visory Committee to the OECD, and discussions 
on recent measures taken by Japan. 2 
Mediterranean countries 
2.2.39. The Community is prepared on certain 
conditions to guarantee the loans to be granted by 
the European Inv~tment Bank under the Com-
munity's financial commitments towards certain 
non-member countries; This is stated in a press 
release put out after the Council meeting of 8 
March. The decision mainly affects GI'eeC9, Tur-
key, the various countries covered by the Com-
munity's overall Mediterranean approach, and 
Portugal in respect of the Financial Protocol. 
Turkey 
2.2.40. The EEC-Turkey Association Committee 
met on 15 March to examine the situation in the 
cotton yarn sector. 3 At that meeting the Turkish 
Delegation announced the measures taken by the 
Turkish Government and its industry to satisfy 
the Community's requests and ease the difficul-
ties which the Community Member States are 
having to contend with in this sector. The dis-
cussions will continue both at government level 
and among industrialists to monitor the develop-
ment of the situation and analyse the real effect 
of the measures taken. / 
2.2.41. On 8 March the Council formally adopt-
ed the third Financial Protocol between the Euro-
pean Economic Community and Turkey, which 
it had approved in early February. 4 
1 Bull. EC 5-1974, points 2306 and 2307. 
2 Point 2.1.23. 
1 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.2.32. 
4 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.2.33. 
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Cyprus 
2.2.42. On 7 March the Commission fmwarded 
a communication to the Council recommending 
the opening of negotiations with Cyprus on the 
five-year second stage provided for in the Asso-
ciation Agreement, which entered into force on 1 
June 1973 (and expires at the end of June this 
year). Under the Agreement, a customs union is 
to be established from 1 July or alternative-
ly-given the considerable amount of technical 
work to be carried out before that date-the first 
stage is to be extended until the end of 1979. 
The Commission also recalls that in a communi-
cation in February 1976,1 it recommended that 
the Agreement be extended in the agricultural 
sector and that cooperation be established with 
Cyprus along the same lines as with the other 
Mediterranean countries. 
Malta 
2.2.43. The EEC-Malta Association Council held 
its second meeting in Brussels on 24 March. This 
meeting was mainly devoted to an exchange of 
views on the implementation of the economic 
cooperation provided for in the protocols signed 
with Malta in 1976. In addition, the Maltese 
Delegation presented three memoranda, one of 
which deals with the proposed means of 
accelerating the island's economic integration 
with a view to the establishment of a customs 
union with the Cominunity.2 
Maghreb 
2.2.44. On 31 March the Commission presented 
a proposal to the Council for establishing the 
rules to be applied within the Community for the 
implementation of the financial and technical co-
operation provided for in the Cooperation Agree-
ments concluded with Algeria, Morocco and Tu-
nisia. 
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Lebanon 
2.2.45. At its meeting on 8 March the Council 
decided on the signing of the comprehensive Co-
operation Agreement between the Community 
and Lebanon initialled in Brussels on 16 Febru-
ary; 3 the signing ceremony will take place in the 
near future. At the same time the Council au-
thorized the Commission to negotiate with Le-
banon the conclusion of an interim agreement for 
the advance implementation of the trade provi-
sions of the Agreement. The Council's action fol-
lowed the presentation by the Commission on 3 
March of a communication on the results of the 
negotiations accompanied by recommendations 
for the conclusion of the comprehensive Agree-
ment and the opening of negotiations for an in-
terim agreement. 
Portugal 
Application for accession to the Communities 
2.2.46. On 28 March Portugal officially present-
ed to the Council its application for accession to 
the European Communities. 4 The Council 
(which took note of this application on 5 April) 
will invite the Commission to give its opinion. 
Visit to the Commission by the 
Portuguese Prime Minister 
2.2.47. Mr. Mario Soares, the Prime Minister of 
Portugal, visited the Commission on 11 and 12 
March. This visit concluded the talks which Mr 
Soares had had in the capitals of the Member 
1 Bull. EC 2-1976, point 2332. 
2 On 5 April, the Council issued directives to the Commis-
sion concerning the opening of negotiations to establish the 
trade arrangements to apply between the Community and 
Malta after 1 July this year. 
3 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.2.38. 
4 Points 1.1.1 to 1.1.6. 
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States and at the European Parliament, the Eu-
ropean Investment Bank, the Court of Justice 
and the Economic and Social Committee. 
The purpose of these talks was to explain the 
reasons behind Portugal's application for mem-
bership of the Community. 
Mr Soares met Mr Jenkins, the President of the 
Commission, and Mr Natali, Vice-President wtth 
special responsibility for enlargement questions, 
and also Mr Haferkamp, Vice-President respons-
ible for external relations. The Portuguese Delega-
tion which included Mr Medeiros Ferreira, the 
Foreign Minister, Mr Vitor Constancio, Chairman 
of the Portuguese Committee for European Inte-
gration, and His Excellency Mr Siqueira Freire, 
Head of the Portuguese mission to the European 
Communities, was received by the Commission, 
which met specially for this occasion. 
During these talks, Mr Soares laid particular 
stress on the need for the Portuguese democracy 
and the people of Portugal to become part of the 
European Community, thereby translating into 
fact Portugal's European calling. 
The Commission expressed to Mr Soares its great 
satisfaction at Portugal's determination to contri-
bute to the building of Europe, after consolidat-
ing its democracy. 
Yugoslavia 
2.2.48. The EEC-Yugoslavia Joint Committee 
met in Brussels on 29 March. It examined the 
functioning of the present EEC-Yugoslavia 
Agreement and studied the work carried out in 
the two existing joint sub-committees responsible 
for agricultural cooperation and industrial and 
technolgical cooperation. 
The Joint Committee then examined the possi-
bilities for the practical implementation of the 
Belgrade joint statement of 2 December 1976 1 
and decided to set up a joint subcommittee to itl-
entify the sectors and examine the projects with-
in the scope of that declaration. 
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Lastly, there was a preliminary exchange of views 
on the new agreement that will take over from 
the present Agreement, which expires in Septem-
ber 1978. The two sides have already agreed that 
the scope of the new agreement should be wider. 
* 
2.2.49. On 9 March Parliament adopted a Res-
olution on the recommendations of the EEC-
Greece Joint Committee 2 adopted in Rome on 9 
December 1975, in Aghios Nikolaos (Crete) on 19 
May 1976 and in Berlin on 23 November 1976. 
ACP States and the OCT 
Official visits by Mr Cheysson to Africa 
2.2.50. Mr Claude Cheysson, the Member of 
the Commission with special responsibility for 
development, paid official visits to Botswana, Le-
sotho and Cameroon from 14 to 18 March. On ! 
this occasion, all the problems concerning the 
implementation of the Lome Convention were 
discussed. 
During his visits, Mr Cheysson emphasized the 
specific problems facing the three countries. 
Lome Convention 
Accessions to the Convention 
2.2.51. The Agreements between the Commu- 1 
nity and Sao Tome and Principe, Cape Verde and 
Papua New Guinea for the accession of these 
countries to the Lome Convention were signed in 
Brussels on 28 March. 3 
Bull. EC ll-1976. point 2340. 
Point 2.3.26. 
3 Bull. EC 1-1977, point 2.2.37. 
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These accessions will not come into efect until 
the agreements have been ratified by the appro-
priate authoriti~s in the three countries. The 
trade arrangements, however, will be applied in 
advance from 1 May. Preparatory work for the 
implementation of financial and technical cooper-
ation will be started immediately. 
The number of African, Caribbean and Pacific 
countries parties to the agreement, which was 46 
when the Convention was signed, now rises to 
52. 
Financial and technical cooperation 
2.2.52. On 30 March, the Commission ap-
proved a report to the ACP-EEC Council of Min-
isters on the administration of financial and tech-
nical cooperation in 1976 under the l..ome Con-
vention. 
European Development Fund 
2.2.53. Following the favourable opmton de-
livered by the EDF Committee, the Commission 
took new financing decisions in March, bringing 
the total commitments under the fourth EDF to 
566 062 000 EUA; the new decisions concern the 
following projects: 
Niger - Development of market gardens in the 
Department of Agadez: 335 000 EUA. 
Malawi - Development and asphalting of the 
Blantyre-Chikwawa road: 5 993 000 EUA; Li-
longwe water project: 2 380 000 EUA; Lakeshore 
development project (Phase liD: 8 200 000 EUA. 
Senegal - Waste water drainage in the Bay of 
Soumbedioune: 3 750 000 EUA. 
Liberia Buto oil palm plantations: 
9 100 000 EUA; extensions to the Phebe Hospital 
in Suakoko: 410 000 EUA. 
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Togo - Agricultural development in the Kara 
valley: 2 698 000 EUA. 
Mauritania - Intensification of agricultural pro-
duction in the Senegal river valley: 
1 684 000 EUA. 
Burundi - Construction of housing and social 
infrastructure and improvements to water supply 
systems in the Teza and Rwegura tea-growing 
centres: 862 000 EUA. 
Burundi, Rwanda, Zaire - Study on the Ruzizi 
11 hvdroelectric station: 1 200 000 EUA. 
Niger - Rural development in the Department 
of Zinder (Phase ID: 6 990 000 EUA. 
Tanzania - Agricultural development project in 
the Iringa region: 6 500 000 EUA. 
Swaziland Rural development project: 
2 500 000 EUA. 
Trinidad and Tobago - Production of timber: 
1 020 000 EUA. 
Kenya - Veterinary centres and cattle dips: 
3 000 000 EUA. 
Congo - Bridge over the river Niari at l..oudima: 
1 800 000 EUA. 
Guinea-Bissau - Replacement of three ferries at 
St Vicente, Farim and Landim: 1 080 000 EUA. 
All ACP countries- Second advance for the bud-
get of the Centre for Industrial Development: 
250000EUA. 
Comoros - Exceptional aid: 1 300 000 EUA. 
Jamaica - 2 000 acre banana plantation: 
3 067 000 EUA. 
Botswana - Countrywide animal and range as-
sessment: 697 000 EUA; Maun vocational train-
ing centre: 179 000 EUA. 
Barbados - Community health centre at Litch-
field, St Peter: 402 000 EUA. 
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Ivory Coast- Technical assistance for the organ-
ization of the International Textile and Clothing 
Show: 79 000 EUA. 
All A CP countries and OCT - 1977 seminar pro-
gramme: 100 000 EUA. 
Fixing of amounts for the financing of multi-
annual training programmes: 
Barbados: 200 000 EUA 
Benin: 1809 000 EUA 
Burundi: 3 300 000 EUA 
Guyana: 545 000 EUA 
Jamaica: 2 790 000 EUA 
Malawi: 3 200 000 EUA 
Rwanda: 1 300 000 EUA 
Sierra Leone: 1 800 000 EUA 
Trinidad & Tobago: 2 080 000 EUA 
Upper Volta: 2 532 000 EUA 
* 
2.2.54. On 10 March Parliament 1 adopted a 
Resolution on the advance application of certain 
provisions of the Lome Convention relating to 
trade in respect of certain States that have signed 
agreements of accession to the Convention. 
Other countries· 
Fisheries 
Agreements 
2.2.55. An agreement on fisheries between the 
European Economic Community and the Gov-
ernment of Denmark and the Home Government 
of The Faeroes was signed in Brussels on 
15 March. 2 The two sides immediately com-
menced consultations on catch possibilities under 
the agreement. 
On 21 March a fisheries agreement between 
Sweden and the European Economic Commu-
nity2 was signed in Brussels. 
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Current negotiations 
2.2.56. On 18 March a delegation for the Span-
ish Government, led by Mr R. Bassols, Ambassa-
dor to the European Communities, and a delega-
tion for the European Economic Community 
pursued their negotiations for a long-term frame-
work agreement on fisheries. 3 
The meeting provided the two delegations with 
an opportunity to consider a draft of the agree-
ment and to clarify their respective positions. 
2.2.57. Negotiations between the USSR and the 
Community continued in Brussels from 7 to 
10 March with a view to a long-term framework 
agreement on fisheries. 4 The two delegations 
concluded that some of the problems arising re-
quired deeper thought on both sides and agreed 
to meet again on 19 April. 
2.2.58. On 11,24 and 25 March negotiations for 
a long-term framework agreement on fisheries 
between the German Democratic Republic and the 
Community began in Brussels. k was agreed that 
the negotiations would be resumed in Brussels 
on 3 and 4 May. 
2.2.59. On 16 and 17 March a delegation for 
the People's Republic of Poland and a delegation 
for the European Economic Community contin-
ued their negotiations for a long-term framework 
agreement on fisheries. 5 Substantial progress was 
made and it was·agreed that negotiations should 
be resumed on 25 April. 
Interim measures 
2.2.60. On 31 March the Commission transmit-
ted to the Council three proposals for renewal of 
1 Point 2.3.25. 
Bull. EC 12-1976, point 1202. 
Bull. EC 2-1977, point 1.2.4. 
4 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 1.2.6. 
5 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 1.2.7. 
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certain interim measures for the conservation and 
management of fishery. resources, applicable to 
vessels flying the flag of certain non-member 
countries. On 5 April 1 the Council adopted three 
Regulations autonomously establishing the re-
gime for fishing by vessels flying the flag of Po-
land, the GDR and the USSR, 2 Spain, Finland 
and Portugall and Sweden. 3 
Industrialized countries 
Canada 
2.2.61. A group of Canadian business leaders ac-
companied by senior officials from the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade visited the Commission on 
28 and 29 March. The group had been formed to 
advise the Minister of Industry and Trade on the 
practical operation of the framework agreement 
for commercial and economic cooperation be-
tween the European Communities and Canada.4 
The Canadian visitors met President Jenkins, 
Vice-Presidents Haferkamp and Ortoli, Mr Davig-
non, Mr Brunner and Mr Burke and a number of 
senior officials. There were discussions on the ec-
onomic and social situation in the Community, 
and in particular on the prospects for industrial 
cooperation between the Community and Can-
ada. 
2.2.62. From 14 to 25 March a group of repre-
sentatives of the Canadian non-ferrous metals in-
dustry visited a number of Community countries 
in connection with the agreement on cooperation 
between the Communities and Canada. 
The purpose of their visit was to obtain better in-
formation on the situation and development of 
the Community market through direct meetings 
with European firms. 
The visitors also hoped to improve the prospects 
for long-term trade and investment cooperation 
and for the exchange of know-how. 
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European industrialists had made a similar visit 
to Canada in September 1975. 5 1 
EFT A countries 
Sweden 
2.2. 63. On 3 March the Swedish Mission to the 
European Communities informed the Commis-
sion that restrictions on footwear imports were to 
be lifted on 1 July. 6 
The notification states that studies on the struc-
tural reorganization of the Swedish footwear in-
dustry have been completed and that the result-
ing proposals have been placed before the Swe-
dish Parliament in a Government Bill. 
Assuming the Bill is passed by Parliament, the 
quotas for leather and plastic footwear will be 
abolished on 1 July. The quota for rubber boots 
will be maintained in force until the end of the 
year. 
This brings to an end the only serious incident 
in relations between Sweden and the Community 
since the trade agreement was negotiated. The 
Commission has conveyed to the Swedish Gov-
ernment its appreciation of this move. 
Japan 
2.2.64. At the end of the European Council 
meeting in Rome on 25 and 26 March the follow-
ing statement concerning relations between the 
Community and Japan7 was issued: 
'The European Council, recalling its statement of 
30 November 1976, 
OJ L 90 of 8.4.1977. 
Bull. EC 1-1977, point 2.2.39. 
1 Bull. EC 2-1977, point 1.2.4. 
4 Bull. EC 9-1976, point 2331. 
5 Bull. EC 9-1975, point 2340. 
6 Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2332 and 12-1976, point 2337. 
7 Bull. EC 11-1976, point 1114. 
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- reaffirms the importance it attaches to main-
1 taining good relations between the Community 
and Japan; 
- notes that some progress has been made over 
the past four months towards resolving certain 
specific trade problems; 
- observes however that not all the problems 
have yet been solved and considers that efforts 
have to be continued particularly with a view to 
the sustained expansion of exports from the 
Community to Japan; 
- invites accordingly the responsible Commu-
nity institutions to continue the intensive discus-
sions with the Japanese authorities with the aim 
of resolving outstanding difficulties as rapidly as 
possible.' 
* 
2.2.65. On 10 March Parliament 1 adopted a 
Resolution on economic and trade relations be-
tween the European Community and Japan. 
Australia 
2.2.66. On 15 and 16 March the second round 
of unofficial talks between a Commission delega-
tion and Australian authorities was held in Can-
berra.2 
The subjects discussed included the GATT mul-
tilateral negotiations, relations with the develop-
ing countries and relations with the other indus-
trialized countries. The delegations also raised a 
number of questions of interest to the two sides 
(quantitative restrictions on Australian imports of 
various products; terms for imports of certain ag-
ricultural products, including meat, into the 
EEC). 
~ew Zealand 
?.2.67. The second round of unofficial talks be-
:ween the Commission and New Zealand took 
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place in Wellington on 10 and 11 March.2 The 
Commission Delegation also met Mr Talboys, 
New Zealand's Deputy Prime Minister and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs. 
The subjects discussed included relations within 
GATT and the multilateral trade negotiations, 
the North-South Dialogue and the economic and 
political situation in the South Pacific region. The 
two delegations also discussed certain bilateral 
questions, such as New Zealand's exports of 
dairy produce and lamb to the Community. 
2.2.68. Mr Robert Muldoon, Prime Minister of 
New Zealand, visited the Commission on 
28 March. He had joint talks with Mr Jenkins, 
Mr Haferkamp and Mr Davignon. 
Developing countries 
Latin America 
2.2.69. On 23 and 24 March there was a work-
ing meeting between the lnter-American Develop-
ment Bank and Commission staff. The meeting 
discussed matters of common interest and con-
sidered the possibilities for future cooperation. 
The IDB Delegation was led by the Bank's Pres-
ident, Mr Ortiz-Mena. 
Diplomatic relations 
2.2. 70. The President of the Council and the 
President of the Commission received His Excel-
lency Mr Luis Robledo (Colombia), Her Excellen-
cy Mrs P.G. Lim (Malaysia), His Excellency Mr 
Graham Keit Ansell (New Zealand) and His Ex-
cellency Mr Sverre Julius Gjellum (Norway), who 
presented their letters of credence in their capac-
ity as heads of their countries' missions to the 
1 Point 2.3.23. 
2 Bull. EC 11-1975, point 2349. 
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European Communities with effect from 
8 March.1 
The new ambassadors replace Mr German Bula 
Hoyos (Colombia), who remains ambassador to 
the Belgian and Luxembourg courts, Mr Peter 
Stephen Lai (Malaysia), Mr I.L.G. Steward (New 
Zealand) and Mr Jens Mogens Boyesen (Norway), 
who have been appointed to other posts. 
1 OJ C 88 of 13.4.1977. 
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political matters 
.. 
Institutional developments 
European policy 
Community participation in the 
London economic summit 
• 
2.3.1. The European Council, meeting in Rome 
on 25 and 26 March, reached agreement on par-
ticipation by the Community as such in the next 
Western economic summit, which will be held in 
London on 7 and 8 May; the Community will be 
represented by the Council and Commission 
Presidents. The following statement was issued 
after the meeting: 'The President of the Council 
and the President of the Commission will be in-
vited to take part in those sessions of the Down-
ing Street Summit at which items which are 
within the competence of the Community are 
discussed. Examples of such items are negotia-
tions about international trade and the North 
South Dialogue.' 
The previous economic summits, held at Ram· 
bouillet in November 19751 and at Puerto Rico m 
June 1976,2 were attended by the Heads of State 
or Government of the United States, Canada, Ja. 
pan and four Community Member States, Ger· 
many, France, Italy and the United Kingdom 
The Community was not represented, ever 
though matters which are within its competenC( 
were discussed. This aroused sharp criticism ir 
several quarters, notably from the European Par 
liament and from the Member States which wen 
not invited. 
Censure motion 
2.3.2. A motion of censure against the Com-
mission was tabled on 10 March by the Europear 
Progressive Democrats Group, following the 
Commission's decision to suspend the advance· 
fixing of export refunds for butter. 3 
1 Bull. EC 11-1975, Third Part. 
Bull. EC 6-1976, Third Part. 
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Parliament rejected the motion on 23 March, 
with fifteen members voting in favour, ninety-
five against and one abstention.1 This is the sec-
ond censure motion the House has voted on. 2 
The Commission's information programme 
in preparation for direct elections 
to the European Parliament 
2.3 .3. With direct elections to the European 
Parliament in the offing the Community's insti-
tutions and political parties need to make a spe-
cial effort to make the man in the street aware 
of what is involved in the European venture by 
focusing attention on its successes and difficul-
ties, its origins and its future. The Commission 
has a major part to play here. Its task will be to 
provide factual information about how the Com-
munity works and what the Community does. It 
will be for the political parties, in the context of 
their election campaigns, to assess this informa-
tion in political terms. 
This then is the premise on which is based the 
special information programme which the Com-
mission adopted on 25 March and transmitted to 
Parliament. 
The Commission believes that if voters are to 
take an informed decision on election day, they 
must know how the Community operates, what 
issues must be dealt with at Community level 
and why, and what proposals are in the pipeline. 
The press, radio and television journalists cur-
rently accredited to the Commission will have a 
major role to play. It is largely thanks to the ef-
forts of the press corps that Community news is 
part of the daily diet of most Europeans. 
Introduction of the democratic process at Com-
munity level will obviously call for a major infor-
mation effort. The task-making 180 million vo-
ters more aware of Community issues and ensur-
ing the largest possible turnout on election 
day-is immense. 
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The Commission's programme will be imple-
mented in association with Parliament's informa-
tion services in the interests of coordination and 
efficiency. 
However, the funds allocated to the Commission 
under the special budget are relatively limited, 
and it has already decided to divert a good pro-
portion of the resources available for its 'normal' 
information programme to the special election 
programme. 
The direct elections theme will be given priority 
treatment in all information activities launched 
under the Commission's normal information pro-
gramme this year; 65% of the Commission's in-
formation effort in the Nine will be devoted to 
the topic. 
As regards the special programme, the Commis-
sion has decided to concentrate almost entirely 
on informing 'opinion makers'. 
The media: Journalists working on national and 
regional newspapers will receive particular atten-
tion. The Commission intends, via the Informa-
tion Offices, to supply them with fact sheets on 
the elections and Community policies. It will also 
organize a special programme of visits to Brus-
sels. 
The Commission intends to step up contacts 
with national radio and television networks. The 
Commission's new colour TV studio will soon be 
linked to Eurovision to allow extensive, up-to-
the-minute broadcasting of Community news. 
National networks will also have access to other 
technical facilities, and a series of working meet-
ings will be organized in Brussels to promote co-
operation between networks. 
Outside organizations: The Commission intends to 
organize a series of seminars on European affairs 
which will enable participants in their turn to or-
ganize discussions within their own organiza-
tions. Seminars will be organized at regional, na-
Point 2.3.32. 
Bull. EC 6-1976, points 2402 and 250 I. 
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tional or Community leveL The organizations the 
Commission has in mind here include political 
associations, trade unions, university associations, 
women's groups, farmers' associations, youth 
movements, environmental protection and con-
sumer information groups and so on. It is also 
planning to organize a special series of briefings 
for the leaders of the different political, social or 
cultural associations throughout the Community. 
A major effort will be made to organize refresher 
courses for groups of outside speakers on Com-
munity affairs. The practice of using outside 
speakers makes it possible to penetrate circles 
and reach audiences the Commission could not 
otherwise hope to contact. 
Information material and documentation: The 
Commission intends to prepare audio visual ma-
terial and assorted publications to back up and fa-
cilitate the work of 'opinion makers' and to meet 
the large number of requests for information 
which will be received (witness the referendum 
campaign in the United Kingdom). 
Subsidies for programmes mounted by outside 
agencies: The Commission will subsidize informa-
tion programmes mounted by movements partic-
ularly interested in the European venture and ac-
tivities which could be promo~ed with the help of 
the universities. 
Potential changes: The Commission will hold it-
self in readiness to act on the findings of a new 
survey of public attitudes to direct elections to be 
organized at the request of the European Parlia-
ment. The techniques used will ensure that the 
survey produces solid information on voters' at-
titudes-by region, by political convictions and so 
on. 
Towards the establishment 
of a European Foundation 
2.3.4. The idea of setting up a European Foun-
dation was first put forward by Mr Leo Tinde-
mans, the Belgian Prime Minister, in his report 
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on European Union. 1 Mr Tindemans proposed 
'that the European Council should decide to 
create a European Foundation, to be financed 
partly by subsidies from the Community or the 
States but whose activities will to a large extent 
be financed from private funds. Its object will be 
to promote, either directly or by assisting existing 
bodies, anything which could help towards grea-
ter understanding among our peoples by placing 
the emphasis on human contact: youth activities, 
university exchanges, scientific debates and sym-
posia, meetings between the socio-professional 
categories, cultural and information activities. 
This Foundation will also have a role to play in 
presenting abroad the image of a United Europe. 
By virtue of its character, this Foundation will of-
ten be able to intervene more flexibly and more 
effectively than national or European authorities. 
It will also offer the innumerable supporters of 
European unification in our countries an oppor-
tunity to make a personal contribution by aiding 
the Foundation. In this manner it will be more 
clearly apparent that the creation of the Union 
can and must be a matter for us all.' 
In the report they presented to the European 
Council in November 1976, the Foreign Ministers 
said that the possibility of setting up a European 
Foundation as described by Mr Tindemans 
should be examined carefully. On 17 January 
1977, Mr Geoffrey Rippon, a member of the Brit-
ish Parliament, suggested that the British Gov-
ernment should launch the foundation proposed 
by Mr Tindemans during its term in the Council 
chair. There was much support for this idea in 
the House of Commons; it was also backed by 
the European Movement in the United King-
dom, whose chairman is Lord Thomson, the for-
mer member of the Commission. 
On 22 March, the Commission took a favourable 
stance on Mr Tindemans' ideas. It decided to 
have the matter examined and to present a report 
to the Council in the course of the year. 
1 End of the chapter 'A citizen's Europe', Supplement 1/76 
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I It informed the European Council which met in 
I Rome on 25 and 26 March of this intention. The 
1 Council agreed to it, and on 30 March the Com-
mission decided to set up a group of independent 
personalities to prepare a report on the Founda-
tion. 
Institutions and organs 
of the Communities 
Parliament 
Part-session in Strasbourg 
from 7 to 11 March 
2.3.5. From 7 to 11 March, the new Council of 
Europe building in Strasbourg, formally opened 
by President Giscard d'Estaing in February, was 
the setting for the last sitting of the 1976177 ses-
sion and the opening of the 1977178 session. 1 
Parliament was tensely awaiting the election of 
its new President. Other parliamentary work 
centred on the formation of the Committees. The 
House also debated matters of economic, social 
and foreign policy, one of the main items being 
the Commission's explanations concerning the 
sale of cheap Community butter to the Soviet 
Union, which had stirred public opinion in 
Europe. 
On 9 March, the House welcomed the Portu-
guese Prime Minister, Mario Soares. 
Opening of the 1977178 session 
(8 March) 
2.3.6. The twentieth annual session began with 
the election of the Bureau. Opening the proceed-
ings, the oldest member, Mr Houdet (L/F) 
thanked the outgoing President, Mr Spenale, for 
his work over the past two years, especially for 
what he had done towards strengthening Parlia-
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ment's budgetary powers, the creation of own re-
sources and the decision on direct elections. 
Mr Houdet reaffirmed Parliament's resolve to 
champion fundamental rights at all times and 
emphasized the need to overcome the present cri-
sis so that the misgivings about the Community, 
especially among the younger generation, would 
be dispelled. In conclusion, he pointed out that 
the relationships between the House and the na-
tional Parliaments must be carefully tended. 
Emilio Colombo - the new President 
2.3. 7. It took three ballots to determine who 
was to be the new President. By a narrow major-
ity (85 votes against 77 with 14 abstentions), 
Emilio Colombo (C-D/1), the candidate of the 
Christian Democrats, prevailed over the joint 
candidate of the Socialists and the European Pro-
gressive Democrats, Michael Yeats (EPD/IRL). In 
the third ballot Mr Y eats had the support of the 
Socialists, after their candidate, the former Pres-
ident, Mr Georges Spenale, (F), had failed to se-
cure the necessary majority in the previous two. 
The decision of the Socialists to support the 
candidate of the European Progressive Democrats 
was justified by the Group Chairman, Mr Feller-
maier (D), who said that by his political activity 
in Parliament since the enlargement of the Com-
munity, Mr Y eats offered the assurance of con-
tinuity in Parliament's political activity, on the 
way that it had been conducted over recent years. 
The Socialists had naturally hoped that for the 
last year of the indirectly elected House this con-
1 This report was prepared from the German edition of 'In-
formation' published by Parliament's Secretariat. 
The complete texts of the Resolutions passed by Parliament 
are reproduced in OJ C 83 of 4.4.1977 and the report of pro-
ceedings is contained in OJ Annex Nos 213 and 214. 
The political group and nationality of members are indicated : 
in brackets by the following abbreviations: C-D == Christian 
Democrats, S == Socialists, L == Liberals and Democrats, C 
== European Conservatives, EPD == European Progressive 
Democrats, COM == Communists and Allies; B == Belgium, 
DK == Denmark, D == Federal Republic of Germany, F == 
France, IRL == Ireland, I == Italy, L == Luxembourg, NL == 
Netherlands, UK == United Kingdom. 
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tinuity would have been provided above all by 
their own candidate, Mr Spenale. The decision to 
support Mr Yea~s was the logical consequence of 
the fact that political agreement had not been 
reached on this issue. 
The new President, Emilio Colombo, has been a 
member of the European Parliament since June 
1976. His political career began in 1946, when at 
the age of 26 he was elected to the Italian Con-
stituent Assembly. In 1948, he joined Mr De 
Gasperi's cabinet as State Secretary for Agricul-
ture. As Minister of agriculture, he represented 
Italy at the Messina Conference which on 25 
March 1957 led to the signing of the EEC Treaty. 
In Italian politics, he held the portfolios for for-
eign trade, finance and industry and commerce. 
From 1970 to 1971 and again earfy in 1972 he 
was Prime Minister. As President of the Council 
he led the negotiations with the African States 
and Madagascar (Yaounde 11) and took an active 
part in the negotiations for the Association of 
Greece and Turkey and subsequently in the ne-
gotiations for the accession of the new Member 
States; the United Kingdom, Denmark and Ire-
land. 
'The European Parliament - Europe's conscience' 
2.3.8. In his maiden speech as President, Mr 
Colombo thanked the House for its confidence in 
him at a time of transition and praised the work 
of his predecessors and especially that of Presi-
dent Spenale, for the construction of Europe. 
Twenty years after the signing of the Rome Trea-
ties, the Community had now entered a decisive 
phase. Europe was at present being thrown off 
balance by a political, economic, psychological 
and moral crisis. Now with the direct elections on 
the doorstep, Parliament's role as a stimulus was 
crucial, since for years Parliament had been the, 
all too often bad, conscience of the slow-moving 
integration process. Turning to the Community's 
foreign policy problems, Mr Colombo pointed to 
the basic importance of the historical and cultural 
ties between Europe and the United States as the 
74 
Parliament 
guarantees of European security. He also spoke 
of the bonds linking the Nine with the other 
States of Europe not members of the Community. 
In conclusion, Mr Colombo pointed to the need 
for all the organs of the Community and the bo-
dies responsible for political cooperation to work 
together. All men of good will must cooperate so 
that progress towards political union might be 
speeded up. 
Mr Ortoli, Vice-President of the Commission, 
praised the previous Presidents of Parliament as 
men of European stature. In particular he re-
ferred to Mr Spenale's services in the cause of 
the construction of Europe. He spoke of the new 
President as an 'enthusiastic and rational Euro-
pean'; he would have to do his utmost to see 
that Europe finally got back on the road to prog-
ress, for, as Mr Ortoli pointed out, the Commis-
sion and Parliament were jointly responsible for 
the construction of Europe. 
The new Vice-Presidents 
2.3.9. For the first time in Parliament's history, 
the twelve Vice-Presidents were elected by secret 
ballot. Previously the ballot had been by roll call. 
Prior talks between the Groups on the allocation 
of the twelve seats by Group and nationality had 
in the past made a secret ballot unnecessary. This 
year the traditional procedure had been upset be-
cause the non-affiliated British member, Mrs Wi-
nifred Ewing, stood, bringing the number of 
candidates to thirteen. 
The result of the vote was: 
1. Mr Spenale (S/FI 
2. Mr Yeats (EPDIIRL) 
3. Sir Geoffrey de Freitas (S/UK) 
4. Mr Adams (S/D) 
5. Mr Espersen (S/DK) 
6. Mr Zagari (S/0 
7. Mr Deschamps (C-D/B) 
8. Mr Scott-Hopkins (C/UK) 
9. Mr Meintz (L/L) 
136 votes 
128 votes 
127 votes 
127 votes 
127 votes 
123 votes 
113 votes 
112 votes 
112 votes 
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10. Mr LUcker (C-D/D) 
11. Mr Berkhouwet (L/NL) 
12. Mr Bordu (COMIF) 
13. Mrs Ewing (UK) 
Agricultural policy 
Butter exports under heavy fire 
(9 March) 
110 votes 
98 votes 
87 votes 
53 votes 
(not elected) 
2.3.10. In the Commission's statement on the 
milk market situation in connection with the but-
ter affair, 1 Mr Finn Olav Gundelach, Vice-Pres-
ident of the Commission with responsibility for 
agriculture, first pointed out that it was the Com-
mission's duty to go about disposing of the Com-
munity butter mountain with all the resources at 
its command, including both export refunds and 
sales on special terms on the domestic market. In 
principle, it could be assumed that the Commis-
sion preferred the second alternative, but unfor-
tunately there were restrictions. 
The butter deal with the Soviet Union had 
turned out to be a bigger transaction than orig-
inally anticipated and it had come to be feared 
that it might have assumed even greater propor-
tions. So a halt had had to be called, in order to 
safeguard the balance between internal and exter-
nal sales. But the Soviet Union had not been 
granted any more advantageous commercial 
terms than other export customers. 
Export refunds could not be discarded in future, 
if the butter surpluses were to be eliminated. 
Here, said Mr Gundelach, was the crux of the 
problem: the surpluses were of a structural na-
ture and had to be checked-of course, on social-
ly acceptable terms-if costs were to be prevented 
from rising any higher to a point where they be-
came politically intolerable. If this failed, it was to 
be feared that the common agricultural policy 
would break down. 
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Against the background of the motion of censure 
announced by the European Progressive Demo-
crats, speakers of all Groups took the opportunity 
to present their ideas on a policy to prevent sur-
pluses. Speakers on the Socialist benches, Lord 
Bruce (UK), Mr Laban (NL), Mr Schmidt (D) and 
and Mrs Dunwoody (UK) expressed concern over 
the effect of the controversial butter deal on the 
public. They asked how it could be intelligibly 
explained to the consumer that it was financially 
more advantageous to subsidize exports of sur-
pluses than to store them. For the consumer, it 
all meant, as Mr Laban (NL) bluntly put it, that 
'the whole system was rotten'; responsible poli-
ticians could not want any more part of such a 
policy. 
The speakers for the Christian-Democrat Group, 
Mr de Koning (NL) and Mr Aigner (D) did not 
spare their criticism either. Mr Aigner complained 
that the Commission had simply no idea as to 
how to get rid of agricultural surpluses. He was 
particularly angry that the Commission had not 
consulted the House although, as he pointed out, 
it had undertaken to do so whenever expenditure 
overran the normal budgetary limits. 
For Mr Gibbons (EPDIIRL), the greatest hazard 
to a Community policy to cope with surpluses 
came from the butter exports of non-member 
countries such as New Zealand. These countries 
must make sacrifices. Mr Kofoed (L/DK) brought 
up the basic question of whether in Parliament 
and elsewhere everyone was prepared to accept 
the effects on the Community budget of sales of 
subsidized butter. 
President Jenkins emphatically supported Mr 
Gundelach. The political decision to halt tempor-
arily the butter exports to the Soviet Union had 
become imperative because of the proportions of 
the export deal, which could not be gauged be-
forehand. The Commission had thereby hon-
oured its commitment to Parliament. In the 
long-term, concluded Mr Jenkins, there was only 
one solution: the markets must be brought back 
1 Point 2.1.72. 
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into balance and the structural farming surpluses 
eliminated. Approval of the programme to im-
prove the milk market therefore brooked no de-
lay. 
Protection of animals 
(11 March) 
2.3.11. Parliament complained of the delay in 
implementing a Community policy for the pro-
tection of animals. It described the Commission's 
proposed European Convention on the protection 
of farm animals as 'a wholly inadequate substi-
tute'. The principles it contained were excessively 
general. Parliament's approval of the CQnclusion 
of the Convention by the Community was not to 
be taken to include approval of the measures. 
'Butter trips' 
(11 March) 
2.3.12. Parliament approved the Commission's 
proposals for measures to prevent abuse of the 
Community's agricultural market regulations. 
One of the targets of this proposal was the organ-
ization of 'butter trips' by transport companies. 
The Community export refund rules were being 
improperly used, with agricultural products from 
non-member countries being sold at cut prices on 
board ship and then imported duty-free in the 
personal luggage of the travellers. In future, pro-
ducts of non-member countries were to be au-
thorized as provisions and for landing in other 
non-member countries. When such goods were 
intended for sale, they must have previously 
been released for free circulation. 
Motion of censure 
(10 March) 
2.3.13. The European Progressive Democrats 
tabled a motion of censure against the Commis-
sion in connection with the butter affair. 1 But 
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under the rules of procedure, it was not possible 
to vote on it at the current part-session. 
The Group was censuring the Commission on 
three counts: its responsibility for the unsatisfac-
tory management of agricultural stocks, the lack 
of any legal basis for suspending certain export 
refunds and particularly its failure to consult Par-
liament. 
Social policy 
The Commission's social policy plans -
Reform of the Social Fund 
(7 March) 
2.3 .14. On behalf of twelve members of the So-
cialist Group, Mr Adams (D) asked the Commis-
sion about its social policy plans for the future 
and in particular about reform of the European 
Social Fund. Making the point that the economic 
and employment conditions had changed radical-
ly since the Fund was last reformed in 1973, he 
urged that the Fund be made a tool of employ-
ment policy. In the light of its monitoring possi-
bilities, it struck him as doubtful whether the 
Commission was in a position to ensure that the 
Fund's resources were actually used to cieate 
jobs. 
Mr Adams referred to the objectives agreed by 
the two sides of industry at the last Tripartite 
Conference; unemployment reduced to 2.5% at 
the most by 1980, 5% economic growth and a 
rate of inflation not exceeding 4.5%. These tar-
gets were still far from being attained. Mr Adarns 
then put the following questions: could the next 
Tripartite Conference be held in July? What 
ideas did the Commission have for improving the 
situation of the young, of women and of efderly 
workers? He put the emphasis on democratiza-
tion of the economy, since this was the count on 
which the Commission would later be judged. 
1 Point 2.1. 72. 
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Mr Vredeling, Vice-President of the Commission, 
pointed out in his reply that in the years ahead 
the Community would have to reckon with a 5% 
level of unemployment and a slower rate of eco-
nomic growth. One therefore had to ask whether 
again as in 1974 social welfare expenditure could 
grow twice as fast as gross national product. 
Then again the widening gaps between the Nine 
on the social plane were very serious indeed. 
Every effort must therefore be made to ensure 
that the Fund was more closely geared to the 
problems of unemployment. Fund aid must be 
provided in a more concentrated manner and the 
administrative structure improved. 
The next Tripartite Conference could scarcely be 
expected before this autumn. In an overall ap-
praisal of social policy activities, it must be borne 
in mind that the amount of money available was 
no greater than for just the milk sector in agri-
culture. 
Action to combat poverty 
(8 March) 
2.3.15. Mr Dondelinger (LIS) felt that greater 
political weight was required if more than super-
ficial results were to be achieved from the Com-
munity's attack on poverty in the form of an ac-
tion programme. His practical proposals con-
cerned the creation of equal opportunities in edu-
cation, measures to combat unemployment and 
changes in the arrangements concerning estate 
duties. 
Mr Vredeling, Vice-President of the Commission, 
said that the entire action hinged on fostering 
Community awareness of the problem of poverty. 
He expressed his appreciation for the increase in 
the budget appropriations for the fight against 
poverty and reported on case studies made in 
various European cities. 
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Improving public health in the Community 
(8 March) 
2.3.16. Fourteen members of the Socialist 
Group asked the Commission about its plans for 
public health in the Community, and specifically 
in the following areas: 
(i) Improving present facilities for reciprocal 
health care within the Community; 
(ii) Reducing the glaring disparities between 
charges for medical, dental and hospital services; 
(iii) Initiating studies relating to the medium-
term establishment of a comprehensive Commu-
nity health service, which would be free where 
appropriate. 
In the brief debate, the spokesman of the Chris-
tian-Democrats, Mr Jahn (D), took a different 
view. The Community had more important 
things to do than contemplate setting up new in-
stitutions, as suggested by the questioners. The 
European citizen would not take very kindly to 
the Community's equipping itself with increa-
singly extravagant organs. 
Medium-term economic policy 
(10 March) 
2.3.17. Bearing in mind the objective of achiev-
ing full employment while maintaining stability, 
Parliament endorsed, although not without reser-
vations, the Commission's fourth medium-term 
economic policy programme incorporating the re-
sults of the Tripartite Conference with the two 
sides of industry.' In his report, Mr Schworer (C-
D/D) examined the value of the programme in 
particular from the aspect of whether it would 
enable progress to be made towards economic 
and monetary union. 
A controversial point in the debate was the com-
pulsory notification of investments. 
1 Bull. EC 9-1976, points l101 to 1103. 
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Transport policy 
Is the lack of a Community transport policy 
helping the State-trading countries 
towards monopoly positions? 
(11 March) 
2.3.18. The growing development of transport 
links with the State-trading countries was the 
background to a question from various members 
of the Christian-Democrat Group. They feared 
that anti-competitive measures might create 
monopolies for those countries. 
Speaking on behalf of the questioners, Mr Jahn 
(C-D/D), said that in the present situation, it was 
inadmissible for the Community to be without a 
common transport policy. The penetration of 
transport companies from the Comecon countries 
into the markets of the Western world, con-
firmed by numerous investigations, was endang-
ering the very existence of transport concerns in 
the Community and jeopardizing the indepen-
dence of Community exports. 
The questioners were supported by Mr Burke for 
the Commission, who assured the House that 
the Commission would continue to examine 
these problems closely. He urged members to 
alert their governments to the need to establish 
a Community transport policy as soon as poss-
ible. 
Competition 
Control of concentrations between undertakings 
(9 March) 
2.3.19. On behalf of the Socialist Group, Mr 
Lange (D) pressed for prompt approval of the Re-
gulation addressed to the Council in 1973 on the 
control of concentrations between undertakings. 
The Group warned that any further delay would 
increase the possibility of oligopolies or monopo-
lies dominating the market. The President of the 
Council replied that the complexity of the eco-
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nomic and political problems involved were the. 
reason why scrutiny of the proposal within the' 
Council took so much time. 
Internal market 
Approximation of the laws of the 
Member States relating to boats 
and their fittings 
(11 March) 
2.3.20. Parliament approved a proposal for a Di-
rective on the approximation of the laws of the 
Member States relating to boats and their fittings. 
The proposal is for a Community type-approval 
procedure for specific parts and design features 
and fittings of pleasure craft and a Community 
acceptance procedure for these vessels. 
Protection of the environment 
(11 March) 
Health protection standards 
2.3.21. Parliament approved the proposal for a 
Directive on health protection standards for sul-
phur dioxide and suspended particulate matter in 
the atmosphere over conurbations. The House 
urged that fines should be imposed on undertak-
ings which disobeyed the rules. 
Danger to health from asbestos 
2.3.22. Several Socialist members-Mr W. MUl-
ler (D), Mr Guerlin (F), Mr Evans (UK), Mr Spil-
lecke (D) and Mr Adarns (D}-put a question in 
which they objected to the 'pseudo-informative 
advertising campaign of the asbestos producers 
which is clearly aimed to present their product as 
harmless'. It had not so far been established that, 
from the angle of cancer risk, asbestos was harm-
less. The questioners pressed for immediate ac-
tion to inform the public pending enactment of 
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legal provisions. On behalf of the Christian-Dem-
ocrats and the European Conservatives, Mr Jahn 
(D) supported their demands. 
External relations 
Deficit with Japan 
(10 March) 
2.3.23. Parliament expressed its deep concern at 
the constant growth of the Community's trade 
deficit with Japan. In a unanimously adopted 
Resolution, the House analysed the causes and 
indicated possible solutions. 
As the rapporteur, Mr Baas (L/NL) and all the 
other speakers pointed out, the main cause for 
alarm lay in the effects on employment in Eu-
rope. The imbalance could not be tolerated for 
long. Yet all the Groups came out against uni-
lateral import restrictions on the part of the Com-
munity. The attitude of the Japanese Govern-
m~nt now justified some optimism since some 
signs of voluntary restraint by Japan in certain 
sectors such as shipbuilding and steel and some 
effort to remove existing non-tariff barriers could 
be seen. 
As Lord Castle (S/UK.) pointed out, in contrast 
to but a few years ago, the stamp 'Made in Ja-
pan' was today synonymous with quality. The 
Japanese export industry had concentrated on a 
few sectors, especially on high-cost goods; ration-
alized production and aggressive marketing had 
giv.en it a distinct edge on the world markets. For 
Mr Jahn (C-D/D), free world trade was not an 
all-in wrestling match. Trust and cooperation be-
tween all concerned was imperative. Unilateral 
anti-dumping measures were no more the answer 
than were appeals to consumers to buy home-
produced goods. 
Mr Nyborg ($PDIDK) described the negotiations 
of recent months as a kind of Euro-Japanese bal-
let, considering the scarcely tangible results. Mr 
Scott-Hopkins (C/UK.) raised the question of 
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whether European exporters might be assisted 
through a European Export Bank, while Mr Os-
born (C/UK) suggested that closer links might be 
forged between the Community and Japan at 
parliamentary level. 
Mr Haferkamp, Vice-President of the Commis-
sion with responsibility for external relations, em-
phasized that the Commission's anti-dumping 
measures were certainly not a symptom of pro-
tectionist tendencies in the Community. Their 
sole purpose was to eliminate disruptions in 
world trade. The Community and Japan were 
competitors on third markets and this alone was 
enough to make unilateral import restraints 
pointless. 
Mr Haferkamp went on to say that the Commis-
sion had no evidence that the Japanese Govern-
ment was keeping down the rate of the yen. If 
anything, an upward trend was noticeable of late. 
As for a European Export Bank, this could be no 
more than an auxiliary instrument to help expor-
ters. It was more important to secure coordina-
tion between all the Member States to prevent 
any mutual outbidding, for instance, in respect of 
export credit conditions. 
Return to Parliamentary democracy 
in India-the precondition for the 
strengthening of commercial relations 
between the Community and India 
(10 March) 
2.3.24. The detention of leading figures of the 
opposition parties in India prompted a question 
from several members of the Socialist Group. 
The Commission was asked to state its inten-
tions in respect of expanding cooperation between 
the Community and India and indicate whether 
it considered that a return to real Parliamentary 
democracy was a precondition for the strengthen-
ing of commercial relations between the EEC and 
India. 
The basis of relations between the Community 
and India is a Commercial Agreement concluded 
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in 1973. In answer to the question, Vice-Presi-
dent Haferkamp considered the Agreement to be 
'adequate for the intended objectives'. It was 
therefore not the intention at present to extend 
or amend it. 
Concerning the violation of human rights, Mr 
Haferkamp stated that the Commission regarded 
the relaxation of the state of emergency in con-
nection with the forthcoming elections as 'a step 
in the right direction'. 
Lome Convention 
(10 March) 
2.3.25. Parliament approved the advance appli-
cation of certain provisions of the ACP-EEC 
Lome Convention relating to trade with respect 
to certain countries which have recently signed 
Agreements of accession to the Convention (Sao 
Tome and Principe, the Cape Verde Islands and 
Papua New Guinea). The provisions had to be 
applied in advance because ratification of the ac-
cession agreements subsequently concluded with 
those countries had not yet been completed. 
Accession of Greece 
(9 March) 
2.3.26. In its Resolution on the recommenda-
tions adopted by the Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee of the EEC-Greece Association in 1975 
and 1976, Parliament welcomed the formal open-
ing of negotiations for Greece's accession to the 
Community. Since this accession must promote 
the interests of both sides, the House believed 
that mutually advantageous solutions would 
have to be ·round to all the problems posed by 
the transition to membership status. Parliament 
also confirmed that Greece's accession should be 
an opportunity for the Community to strengthen 
its cohesion and enhance its capacity for deci-
sion-making and positive action. 
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Abstention by certain Member States 
in the United Nations 
(9 March) 
Parliament 
2.3.27. A question by the Chairman of the 
Christian-Democrats, Mr Bertrand, about the 
split vote of the Nine at the UN General Assem-
bly meeting on 24 November 1976 (Middle East 
Resolution) obtained a largely unsatisfactory reply 
from the Council. The President of the Council 
explained that the Council could not answer 
questions on which no agreement within political 
cooperation had been reached. This sybilline 
answer drew an urgent appeal from Mr Siegler-
schmidt (S/D) for the Member States to conduct 
a sensible peace policy in the Middle East. 
Budget 
(11 March) 
European Unit of Account 
2.3.28. In the efforts to make the Community 
budget increasingly transparent, Parliament ap-
proved the plans to extend use of the European 
unit of account (EUA), the value of which is de-
termined on the basis of the rates recorded each 
day on the exchange markets. In future it is to 
be used in all legal instruments of the Commu-
nity institutions. The EUA is already being used 
under the Lome Convention and by the Euro-
pean Investment Bank. Parliament felt that it 
would not be possible to make a comprehensive 
conversion in all areas of the budget in time for 
the next financial year, The House was pleased, 
however, that the proposal fitted in with the 
changeover to the system of own resources. 
Report of the ECSC Auditor 
for 1975 and discharge 
2.3.29. After scrutinizing the ECSC Auditor's 
report, parliament gave the Commission a dis-
charge for the ECSC financial activities in 1975. 
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Part-session in Luxembourg 
on 22 and 23 March 
2.3.30. These special sittings were given over to 
the debate on the Commission's farm price pro-
posals for 1977/78. The agenda also included the 
vote on the motion of censure tabled by the Eu-
ropean Progressive Democrats and Community 
participation at the Downing Street Summit. J 
The 1977178 farm prices 
(22 and 23 March) 
2.3.31. Parliament warned against the adverse 
effects which an increase of only 3% in farm 
prices, as proposed by the Commission, would 
have on incomes in certain production sectors of 
agriculture. It also felt that, with such an in-
crease, the margin for adjusting the green ex-
change rates would be inadequate. 
After a ten-hour debate and scrutiny of 79 tabled 
amendments, Parliament agreed on a 47-point 
Resolution, in which it delivered a detailed opin-
ion on the Commission's package of price pro-
posals for 1977/78 and related measures? On the 
decisive point, the Resolution contained no pre-
cise recommendation concerning the percentage 
price increase, but simply noted that the Com-
mission intended to raise farm prices by an av-
erage of 3% ; it cleared the final vote with a nar-
row majority. The Socialist Group abstained, as 
did the Communists and Allies. 
The special sittings almost came to an end with-
out any opinion on the proposals. As the Euro-
pean Progressive Democrats subsequently point-
ed out, by a mistake in the voting, the crucial 
paragraph of the motion, after all amendments to 
it had been rejected, was brought down by an as-
tonishing, as Mr Fellermaier (S/D) put it, 'alli-
ance of conflicting opinions'. After some argu-
ment, agreement was reached on the above com-
promise formula. 
Concerning the monetary measures, a majority of 
the House recommended that the green rates be 
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adjusted in view of differences in costs resulting 
from monetary fluctuations. In making such ad-
justments, special consideration should be given 
to the high rates of inflation in some Member 
States. In practical terms, the House approved 
full and immediate devaluation of the Irish green 
pound. 
After stressing that the price adjustments would 
hit consumer prices with variable effects, the 
House called for more thorough investigation of 
the differences between producer and consumer 
prices. 
Mr Gundelach and Mr Tugendhat staunchly de-
fended the Commission's viewpoint. They firmly 
rejected any price increases of more than 3%. On 
the question of monetary compensatory amounts, 
Mr Gundelach emphasized that these had not in 
fact been originally designed to smooth out dis-
tortions of competition, for which they were be-
ing used in practice today. They should really be 
offsetting, for short periods only, the disadvan-
tages arising from devaluations and revaluations 
of currencies. They therefore had to be restored 
to their original purpose if the Commission was 
to make a contribution with its ·proposals. 
Speaking for the Committee on Agriculture, the 
rapporteur, Mr Kofoed (LIDK) felt the Commis-
sion's proposals to be the barest possible mini-
mum, and for this reason most of the Committee 
had also called for a 5% increase. 
The Commission's argument that general inflation 
should not be stoked by unduly large farm price 
increases did not hold water, since producer prices 
had too little effect on consumer prices for them 
to be held responsible in this particular context. 
The economic policy efforts of the Nine over re-
cent years had obtained mixed results and this 
had shown up on the monetary policy side. So to 
avoid distortion of competition on the agricultural 
1 The complete texts of the Resolutions passed by Parlia-
ment are reproduced in OJ C 93 of 18.4.1977, and the report 
of proceedings is contained in OJ Annex No 215. 
2 Bull. EC 2-1977, points 1.3.1 to 1.3.7. 
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market, monetary compensatory amounts were 
still needed. There was only one alternative: to 
achieve economic and monetary union. 
The problems of agriculture would not be solved 
by price policy measures, said Mr Kofoed. It was 
on the structural side that adjustments had to be 
made. The Community had to help to ensure 
that farming could produce at acceptable prices. 
Admittedly, the common agricultural policy was 
not flawless but it unquestionably benefited both 
producers and consumers, since for a compara-
tively small financial outlay the consumer's sup-
ply was assured and the farmer's income gua-
ranteed. 
The Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture, 
Mr Houdet (LIF) pointed out that the general 
dismal economic situation was bound to . affect 
agriculture and had resulted in lower incomes 
and higher production costs. 
The unity of the market was now no more than 
a myth. True, the worst distortions were ab-
sorbed by the compensatory amounts, but at 
enormous cost to the Community. 
For Mr Houdet, a medium- or long-term solution 
to agricultural problems would be to programme 
agricultural production at Community level, how-
ever difficult this would be. It was the only way 
to eliminate surpluses and avoid shortages per-
manently. 
Unlike the Committee on Agriculture, which had 
called for a 5% increase, the Committee on Bud-
gets held, as the spokesman Lord Bruce of Don-
ington (S/UK) stressed, that the Commission's 
proposed 3% increase was reasonable, except, 
however, in those sectors with structurally gener-
ated surpluses, such as the milk sector. Here 
prices ought not to be raised, since higher prices 
meant lower consumption and hence even heav-
ier surpluses. 
The Committee on Budgets again insisted that 
the system of monetary compensatory amounts 
should be abolished as soon as possible. Even if 
this was not the right moment for its complete 
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removal, we -Should start to phase it out gradu-
ally, otherwise the existing disparities between 
the Nine would become even more marked. 
The conflicting views of the Groups were clearly 
voiced in their Spokesmen's arguments. Mr La-
ban (S/NL) described the Commission's proposed 
3% increase as inadequate for the Benelux coun-
tries-where it· would lead to a decline in in-
comes-but stated that the majority of the Social-
ist Group supported a general increase of 3%. In 
the milk sector, the Group would call for pro-
duct-based support from the Guidance Fund for 
those producerS who were unable, in the short 
term, to convert to meat. He also expressed 
further reservations concerning adjustment of 
green rates. His Group would support a scheme 
which led to the gradual and equitable removal 
of compensatory amounts. 
Mr Martens (C-D/B) reiterated the aim and pur-
pose of fixing agricultural prices: it was to ensure 
that farmers received a fair income, comparable 
to incomes in other sectors. He quoted figures to 
show that this had not been the case in 1976 or 
1977. So from the point of view of incomes a 3% 
price increase for next year was not acceptable. 
Considering the demands of the Committee of 
Agricultural Organizations in the EEC (COPA), 
which had called for 7.4%, the Commission's 
price proposal was a political measure, as a result 
of which the farmers would bear the brunt of the 
campaign against inflation and surpluses. He 
claimed that the objective method for ftxing 
prices, which the Socialist spokesman had de-
manded be retained, was not, if strictly applied, 
a uniform measure appropriate to all situations. 
Mr Cifarelli (LII) also pleaded for a larger in-
crease (5%) and dealt in more detail with the 
problems of Mediterranean agriculture in connec-
tion with enlarging the Community and the 
proposals for measures concerning wine, olive oil 
and fruit and vegetables. In contrast to Mr La-
ban, he welcomed the introduction of an inter-
vention price for wine because this meant that a 
reality had been accepted. 
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Mr Liogier (EPDIF) said that the objectives of 
the Treaty had by no means been attained in ag-
riculture and pointed to the dangers to the Com-
munity arising from this. He called, in particular, 
for structural measures in the milk sector and a 
Community policy on proteins. His Group wan-
!t=&_a_price_ increase of at least 6.5%. 
The fronts took on sharper contours when Mr 
Scott-Hopkins also asked for only a 3% increase. 
He also rejected the proposed full and immediate 
devaluation of the Irish pound. 
The last Group spokesman, Mr Ansart (COMIF) 
highlighted the plight of the small farmers who 
often earned less than the minimum income. 
Motion of censure rejected 
(23 March) 
2.3 .32. The motion of censure with which the 
Group of European Progressive Democrats had 
tried to unseat the barely three-months old Com-
mission on account of the latest butter expOrts to 
the USSR, failed to secure a majority. 1 It was 
supported only by the French Communists. All 
the other Groups-even the Italian Communists 
had expressly dissociated themselves from their 
French colleagues-found that the matter was 
not serious enough to censure the Commission, 
especially, as speakers on all sides of the House 
pointed out, in view of the general political situ-
ation in the Community. 
The brief debate heard some sharp exchanges, 
when, for instance, Mr Fellermaier (S/D) asked 
Mr Cointat (EPDIF), who tabled the motion, 
whether the 'shock of the Socialist and Com-
munist election victories last Sunday had shaken 
him to the core?' Mr Bertrand (C-D/B) warned 
against allowing the Commission to flounder 
over the butter mountain; considering the many 
minority governments among the Member States, 
this could be dangerous. 
This censure motion was the second to come to 
the vote in the House and fail to gain the neces-
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sary majority. Various speakers warned against 
the danger of overfrequent use of the heaviest 
weapon in Parliament's armoury of controls. 
Conununity participation at the 
London Economic Sununit 
(22 March) 
2.3.33. Demanding that the Community be 
represented by the Presidents of the Council and 
the Commission at the Western Economic Sum-
mit in London on 7 and 8 May, Parliament 
stepped into the public argument over Commu-
nity participation in what is-after Rambouillet 
and Puerto Rico--the third conference of its 
kind. Particularly in the Netherlands, the govern-
ments of the bigger Community countries had 
been frequently accused of not fighting hard 
enough against the exclusion of the smaller 
countries. The Resolution was passed unan-
imously. 
Mr Alfred Bertrand (C-D/B) who as Chairman 
tabled the motion of the Political Affairs Com-
mittee, referred to the pledge of the European 
Council on 12 and 13 July 1976, in connection 
with the Puerto Rico Conference, that Commu-
nity procedures and instruments would be re-
spected. For the Commission, Mr Gundelach 
stressed that confidence in Community institu-
tions would be shaken if the Presidents of the 
Commission and the Council were not present at 
international conferences which directly affected 
the Community's areas of competence. 
Council 
2.3.34. In March, the European Council met in 
Rome and the Council held eight meetings on 
foreign affairs, economic and financial affairs, ag-
riculture, development cooperation, taxation, en-
ergy and research. 
1 Point 2.3.13. 
83 
Council Council' 
.. .r====-======~p~-~·~·=-~~~ •r~-~==-~~-~-====== .... 
European Council 
(Rome, 25 and · 26 March) 
2.3.35. President: Mr Callaghan, Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom. 
From the Commission: Mr Jenkins, President, and 
Mr Ortoli, Vice-President. 
Before commencing their proceedings in the Eu-
ropean Council, the Heads of State or Govern-
ment attended a ceremony to mark the twentieth 
anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of 
Rome.1 
The European Council then discussed the inter-
national and European economic and financial si-
tuation, Community relations with the Third 
World and the North-South Dialogue, Commu-
nity relations with Japan, the problems of the steel 
industry and the representation of the Commu-
nity at the international summit meeting in Lon-
don. 
At the end of the meeting, statements were is-
sued on economic growth, inflation and employ-
ment,2 the situation in the steel industry,3 Com-
munity relations with Japan,4 the North-South 
Dialogue 5 and the Downing Street Summit. 6 
The European Council also tooR note of the 
Commission's intention to present propi>sals for 
the establishment of a European Foundation as 
proposed in the Tindem(!.ns Report on European 
Union.? The problem of organizing the Council's 
work was referred to the Council of Foreign Min-
isters. 
438th meeting - Foreign affairs 
(Brussels, 8 March) 
2.3.36. President: Dr Owen, United Kingdom 
Secretary of State for Foreign and Common-
wealth Affairs. 
From the Commission: Mr Jenkins, President, Mr 
Haferkamp, Mr Gundelach, Mr Natali, Vice-Pres-
ident, Mr Cheysson, Mr Davignon, Members 
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Fundamental rights: The Council approved the 
text of the common declaration by Parliament, 
the Council and the Commission on fundamen-
tal rights. 8 
Spain: The Council discussed ways and means of 
normalizing relations between Spain and the 
Community before the end of the transitional pe-
riod provided for by the Act of Accession. 
It authorized the Commission to conduct further 
exploratory talks with the Spanish Government. 
Fisheries: The Council reviewed progress in the 
current discussions from both the external and 
internal points of view. 9 
Multifibre Arrangement: Very broad agreement 
emerged from the Council's deliberations on the 
aims for the talks on renewal of the Arrangement 
regarding International Trade in Textiles. 
CSCE: On the basis of a report on the Soviet 
proposals for pan-European conferences on the 
environment, transport and energy, the Council 
drew up guidelines for further work towards the 
discussion of proposals within the Economic 
Commission for Europe. 
North-South Dialogue: The Council worked out 
the details of a joint initial position to be adopted 
by the Community for the negotiating conference 
on a Common Fund for commodities.10 
The Council again reviewed the situation regard-
ing a Danish undertaking in Ghana. 
1 Points 1.2.1 to 1.2. 7. 
2 Point 2.1.1. 
1 Point 2.1.18. 
Point 2.2.64. 
Point 2.2.6. 
6 Point 23.1. 
Point 2.3.4. 
Preliminary chapter. 
9 Point 2.1.75. 
10 Point 2.25. 
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439th meeting - Economic and financial affairs 
(Brussels, 14 March) 
2.3.37. President: Mr Healey, United Kingdom 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
From the Commission: Mr Ortoli, Mr Vredeling, 
Vice-Presidents. 
Medium-term economic policy: The Council 
adopted the fourth medium-term economic policy 
programme.1 
Economic situation: The Council made its first 
quarterly review of the economic situation in the 
Community.2 
Strengthening internal economic and financial cohe-
sion: On the basis of reports from the Monetary 
Committee and the Committee of Governors of 
the Central Banks, the Council held an exchange 
of views on certain suggestions in Mr Duisen-
berg's communication concerning target zones for 
exchange rates in the Community.3 
Preparations for the next meeting of the IMF In-
terim Committee: The Council reviewed the pre-
paration of various subjects likely to be on the 
agenda of the IMF Interim Committee. 
Export credits: The Council adopted a decision on 
the guidelines to be applied to medium- and 
long-term export credits which enjoy offical sup-
port.4 
Community loan: The Council formally adopted 
the decision on the transformation of a tranche 
of a variable-rate Community loan into a fixed-
rate loan.5 
440th meeting - Agriculture 
(Brussels, 14 and 15 March) 
2.3.38. President: Mr Silkin, United Kingdom 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 
From the Commission: Mr Gundelach, Vice-Pres-
ident. 
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Farm prices: The Council continued its examin-
ation of the Commission's propOsals for the 
1977/78 agricultural prices.6 
Fisheries: The Council discussed in detail the pre-
paration of certain interim measures in respect of 
fishing in the waters off the Irish coasts. 7 
Milk: The Council recorded some consensus on 
the principle underlying the Commission's prop-
osal for a Regulation amending the Regulation 
laying down general rules for granting aid for 
skimmed-milk powder intended for use as feed. 
44lst meeting - Taxation 
2.3.39. Postponed. 
442nd meeting - Development cooperation 
(Brussels, 22 March) 
2.3.40. President: Mrs Hart, United Kingdom 
Minister for Overseas Development. 
From the Commission: Mr Cheysson, Member. 
Coordination and harmonization of development 
cooperation policies: The Council noted an inter-
im report from the Commission on progress al-
ready achieved and that which the Commission 
suggests be achieved in the near future in imple-
menting the Resolution of 8 November 1976 on 
coordination and harmonization of development 
cooperation policies within the Community. Con-
cerning operational coordination, the Council ap-
proved a Resolution on the coordination of Corn-
1 Point 2.1.2. 
2 Point 2.1.4. 
3 Point 2.1.3. 
Point 2.2.22. 
Point 2.1.5. 
6 Point 2.1.66. 
7 Point 2.1.75. 
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munity and Member States' emergency and hu-
manitarian projects. I 
Development cooperation prospects: With a view 
to achieve greater consistency between the devel-
opment cooperation policies of the Community 
and of the Member States, the Council agreed to 
hold, at least once and if possible twice a year, a 
general discussion on certain fundamental prob-
lems arising in relations with the developing 
countries. 2 
4id for non-associated developing countries: The 
Council held a preliminary policy debate on the 
proposal for a Regulation on Community finan-
cial and technical aid for non-associated develop-
ing countries. 3 
Relations with non-governmental organizations: 
The Council took note of an interim report from 
the Commission on the progress of relations be-
tween the Community and non-governmental or-
ganizations specializing in development and par-
ticularly in eo-financing. 4 
Food aid: The Council reached agreement on the 
general aims of food aid, the criteria for selecting 
the recipient countries and determining quanti-
ties, an expedited decision procedure for emerg-
ency action in case of disasters of human origin, 
the possibility of triangular food-aid operations, 
certain special mobilization procedures for nation-
al food-aid measures in the form of cereals and 
certain procedural and administrative questions. 5 
The Council also formally adopted the Directive 
to facilitate the exercise by lawyers of the free-
dom to provide services. 6 
443rd meeting - Taxation 
(Brussels, 22 March) 
2.3.41. President: Mr Sheldon, United Kingdom 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury. 
From the Commission: Mr Burke, Member. 
Sixth VAT Directive: With a few adjustments to 
the text of the sixth Directive, the Council was 
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able to overcome the last difficulties raised by 
Belgium. Since two reservations were later lifted, 
all of the basic issues relating to the sixth VAT 
Directive have now been settled. 7 
444th meeting - Agriculture 
(Brussels, 25 to 29 March) 
2.3.42. President: Mr Silkin, United Kingdom 
Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. 
For the Commission: Mr Gundelach, Vice-Presi-
dent. 
Agricultural prices: The Council discussed in de-
tail the agricultural prices for the marketing year 
1977178, but failed to reach any conclusions. It 
was therefore obliged to adjourn the discussion 
until its next meeting, scheduled for 25 and 
26 April, and to extend the marketing year for 
beef and veal and milk products. 8 
Fisheries: After examining the Commission's 
proposal designed to resolve certain questions re-
lating to catch quotas to be applied in the waters 
off the Irish coasts and the procedures concerning 
fishing in those waters, the Council found that 
no agreement could be reached on this proposal. 
It was agreed to continue the examination of this 
problem. 9 
445th meeting - Energy 
(Brussels, 29 March) 
2:3.43. President: Mr Benn, United Kingdom 
Secretary of State for Energy. 
From the Commission: Mr Brunner, Member. 
Energy situation of the Community: On the basis 
of a Communication from the Commission, t~ 
1 Point 2.2.11. 
2 Point 2.2.10. 
Point 2.2.12. 
Point 2.2.14. 
5 Point 2.2.13. 
6 Points 1.4.1 to 1.4.9. 
Point 2.1.39. 
Point 2.1.66. 
9 Point 2.1.75. 
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Council held an exchange of views on the poli-
tical aspects of the energy situation of the Com-
munity. The Council reaffirmed its resolve to 
help to improve the balance of the world energy 
market by swift implementation of specific 
aspects of a European energy policy, by a deter-
mined effort to save energy and by the develop-
ment of both traditional and new indigenous 
sources of energy. It was agreed to hold a general 
exchange of views on the energy situation twice 
a year. 1 
Energy saving: The Council held a policy debate 
on how to intensify the Community's energy-
saving programme.2 
Refining: The Council held a preliminary discus-
sion on a Community approach to refining prob-
lems in the Community.J 
Euratom loans: The Council empowered the 
Commission to issue Euratom loans totalling 
500 000 000 EUA for the purpose of contributing 
to the financing of nuclear power stations.4 
Coal: The Council discussed the situation on the 
common coal market.5 Agreement was reached 
in principle on prolonging the present system of 
rules for coking coal until 1981.6 
446th meeting - Research 
(Brussels, 29 March) 
2.3.44. President: Mr Kaufman, Minister of 
State, Department of Industry, of the United 
Kingdom. 
From the Commission: Mr Brunner, Member. 
JET project: For the fifth time, the Council failed 
to reach agreement on the choice of a site for the 
JET. It was agreed, however, to resume the dis-
cussion very shortly. ' 
Multiannual research programme: The Council 
formally approved the multiannual research pro-
gramme of the Joint Research Centre (1977-80).8 
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The Council adopted, as a joint position, the fi-
nalized text of the sixth V AT Directive and de-
cided to transmit it to the European Parliament 
in accordance with the conciliation procedure. 9 
Commission 
Activities 
2.3.45. The Commission's five meetings in 
March were devoted mainly to preparations fpr 
the European Council, the steel policy and mat-
ters relating to agriculture and fisheries. 
Situation on the butter market: Following further 
major butter sales to the Soviet Union subsidized 
by the· EAGGF the Commission consulted the 
Management Committee and decided to tighten 
controls on the issu~ of export licences. At the 
same time it announced that advance fixing of 
refunds on exports to Eastern Europe would be 
discontinued for the time being in view of the 
authorizations already issued. 10 
Once the Council has taken a decision on the 
proposals put to it by the Commission in Febru-
ary on reducing dairy surpluses, the Commission 
will look into ways of disposing of existing butter 
stocks, internally and otherwise, and present 
proposals to the Council. 
Steel industry: The Commission reviewed the si-
tuation in the steel industry. Since the crisis 
which broke at the end of 1976 has steadily 
worsened, the Commission decided to retain the 
anti-crisis machinery introduced by the old Corn-
1 Point 2.1.95. 
2 Point 2.1.96. 
Point 2.1.98. 
Point 2.1.101. 
5 Point 2.1.99. 
6 Point 2.1.100. 
Point 2.1.109. 
Point 2.1.108. 
9 Point 2.1.39. 
10 Point 2.1. 72. 
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mission for the second quarter of 1977; initial re-
sults have been encouraging. 
At a special meeting the Commission adopted a 
series of steel policy guidelines, since put before 
the European Council, and a work schedule 
which should mean that the first decisions can be 
taken early in April. 1 
Social Fund: The Commission completed its re-
view of the rules governing the European Social 
Fund. It approved its opinion to be addressed to 
the Council and adopted a number of proposals 
amending or supplementing the basic decision 
and the regulations implementing it. 2 
Renewal of the European Regional Development 
Fund: The Commission held an initial policy de-
bate on renewal of the European Regional Devel-
opment Fund. The present Fund was set up on 
an experimental basis for a three-year period ex-
piring at the end of this year. 
Council meeting on research: Following a further 
failure on the part of the Council to decide on a 
site for the JET project, the Commission ex-
pressed concern at this development, stressing 
that a setback here would have political as well 
as scientific implications. It intends to do its ut-
most to get another round of ministerial discus-
sions off the ground in the near future. 
Energy policy: The Commission held a wide-rang-
ing discussion on aims and priorities in relation 
to energy policy. The Commission also adopted a 
communication to the Covncil on the situation in 
the petroleum refining industry. 3 
Stabilization of developing countries' export earn-
ings: The Commission approved a communica-
tion to the Council on an international scheme to 
stabilize developing countries' export earnings 
from raw materials. The communication contains 
the broad outlines of a world-wide system. It 
gives estimates of the total cost and describes the 
two main variants on which discussion can now 
concentrate. 4 
lriformation: The Commission adopted a special 
information programme to be implemented this 
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year in preparation for direct elections. The pro-
gramme is to be referred to the European Parli-
ament, which has asked to see it before releasing 
the special appropriation of 1 million u.a. which 
it has voted for the purpose. 5 
Budgetary problems: The Commission adopted a 
communication to the Council and Parliament on 
the Community's budgetary problems and the 
1978 Budget. This is intended as material for a 
policy debate by the Council (Finance and For-
eign Affairs Ministers) on 5 April and then in 
Parliament, before work on the 1978 Budget be-
gins in earnest. 6 
Fundamental rights: The Commission for its part 
approved the text of the common declaration by 
the European Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission on the respect of fundamental 
rights. 7 
Administrative matters: The Commission decided 
to appoint an administrative ombudsman who 
would report directly to Mr Tugendhat, Member 
with special responsibility for personnel and ad-
ministration. The ombudsman would be access-
ible to all officials to assist and advise them in 
any difficulties they may have with the admin-
istration. 
He would be in a position to make suggestions 
to department heads for dealing with personal 
problems brought to his attention. The existence 
of an ombudsman would in no way affect the 
right of officials to make use of the procedures 
provided for in the Staff Regulations (complaints 
under Article 90 and appeals to the Court of Jus-
tice). 
Points 2.1.4- to 2.1.17. 
Points 1.3.1 to 1.3.6. 
1 Point 2.1.98. 
4 Point 2.2.7. 
5 Point 2.3.3. 
Point 2.2.94. 
Preliminary chapter. 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
Court of Justice 
y 
Relations with workers' and 
employers' organizations 
2.3.46. Discussions between trade unions and 
employers' associations and the Commission dur-
ing May centred on three main topics: regional 
policy (Mr Giolitti), action to be taken in the steel 
industry (Mr Davignon and Mr Vredeling) and 
the functioning of freight markets. 
Prior consultations with the European 
Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) and- its 
Trade Union Committees covered working condi-
tions and working hours, social security and free-
dom of movement for workers, priority action on 
behalf of migrant workers, tax harmonization, 
preparations for the energy symposium, the green 
paper and multinationals, cultural policy and the 
economic and employment situation in the glass 
industry. 
Court of Justice 1 
New cases 
Case 29 I 77 - SA Roquette Freres, Lille v 
French State, represented by the customs author-
ities in Lille 2 
2.3.47. A French firm specializing in the manu-
. facture of starch products from maize starch, 
which considered that it had wrongly been re-
quired to pay to the French authorities sums by 
way of monetary compensatory amounts pursu-
ant to Regulation (EEC) No 652176 changing the 
monetary compensatory amounts following 
changes in exchange rates for the French franc, J 
because the floating of the French ·franc in no 
way affected trade in the agricultural products in 
question, brought an action before the tribunal 
d'instance of Lille, which in turn referred to the 
Court of Justice on 1 March a number of preli-
minary questions on the interpretation of the 
regulation introducing those compensatory 
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amounts (Regulation (EEC) No 974/71 4) and on 
the, validity of Regulation (EEC) No 652/76 re-
ferred to above. 
Case 30177- Regina v Pierre Bouchereau2 
2.3.48. A French. migrant worker residing in 
the United Kingdom is at present the subject of 
proceedings for the il(egal possession of drugs 
and is threatened with expulsion. In hearing 
these criminal proceedings, the Marlborough 
Street Magistrates' Court asked the Court of Jus-
tice on 2 March for an interpretation of Article 3 
of Directive 64/221/EEC on the coordination of 
special measures concerning the movement and 
residence of foreign nationals which are justified 
on grounds of public policy, public security or 
public health, 5 and of Article 48(3) of the EEC 
Treaty. 
Case 31177- Commission v United Kingdom 2 
2.3.49. On 11 March the Commission brought 
an action before the Court of Justice to establish 
that the United Kingdom has failed to comply 
with the Commission Decision of 17 February 
1977 6 concerning an aid in the pigmeat sector in 
the United Kingdom. 
Case 32 I 77 - Antonio Giuliani, San Marco in 
Lamis v Landesversicherungsanstalt Schwaben, 
Augsburg' 
2.3.50. In a case concerning the aggregation of 
pension rights acquired in two Member States, 
the Augsburg Sozialgericht referred to the Court 
of Justice on 14 March a number of preliminary 
questions calling into question the decisions of 
the Court with regard to th~jn,validity of Article 
1 For details, see text published by the Court of Justice in 
the Official Journal and the European Court Reports. 
2 OJ C 87 of 7.4.1977. 
1 OJ L 79 of 25.3.1976. 
4 OJ L 106 of 12.5.1971. 
5 OJ 56 of 4.4.1964. 
6 OJ L 54 of 26.2.1977. 
7 OJ C 97 of 20.4.1977. 
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46(3) of Regulation (EEC) No 140817}1 (Judg-
ments 24175 2 and 62176 3), stating in particular 
that as a result of those decisions a worker who 
had spent the whole of his working life in one 
Member State would be subject to discrimination 
as compared with a migrant worker. 
Case 33 I 77 - Kommanditgesellschaft in Firma 
A. Topfer and Co., Hamburg, v Commission 4 
2.3.51. A German company specializing among 
other things in sugar trading brought an action 
before the Court of Justice on 21 March to annul 
Regulation (EEC) No 101/775 in so far as it intro-
duces monetary compensatory amounts of sugar 
quota C, in respect of which no' intervention 
measures have been laid down under the com-
mon organization of the market. This action is 
accompanied by a request for damages to com-
pensate for losses which the fiw claims to have 
suffered as a result of the application of the re-
gulation complained of. 
Case 34 I 77 - Commission official v Commis-
sion 4 
2.3.52. A former Commission offical brought 
an action before the Court of Justice on 23 
March to annul the Commission Decision of 21 
July 1976 withdrawing his post of Director and 
retiring him pursuant to Article 50 of the Staff 
Regulations. 
Case 35 I 77 - Mrs E. Beerens, spouse Ermine, 
Houthalen, v Rijksdienst voor Arbeidsvoorzie-
ning, Brussels 
2.3.53. In hearing an action concerning the re-
fusal by the Belgian authorities to pay unemploy-
ment benefits to a worker although he had re-
ceived such benefits when he was residing in the 
Netherlands, the Arbeidsrechtbank of Hasselt 
asked the Court of Justice on 25 March to give 
a ruling on whether certain Netherlands laws re-
lating to unemployment, which are regulations 
relating to assistance and not social security, 
90 
Court of Justice 
come within the scope of Article 69 of Regula-
tion (EEC) No 1408171,1 which lays down the 
conditions and limits governing the maintenance 
of the right to unemployment benefit. 
Case 36177- Azienda di Stato per gli interventi 
sul mercato agricolo (AIMA), Rome, v R.M. Gre-
co, Melendugno 
2.3.54. In an action concerning the refusal by 
AIMA to grant aid' to a commercial operator in 
the olive oil sector on the grounds that he was 
not a producer of olives, the Carte suprema di 
cassazione asked the Court of Justice on 28 
March to interpret the expression 'olive oil pro-
ducers' in Article 10 of Regulation (EEC) No 
136166 on the establishment of the common or-
ganization of the market in oils and fats 6 to es-
tablish whether such expression is equivalent to 
that of 'producers of olives' and whether a per-
son who, having rented olive groves when the 
olives were already ripe, harvests them and ex-
tracts the oil may be considered as a producer of 
olive oil. 
Case 37177 - F. Greco, Chatelineau, v Fonds 
national de retraite des ouvriers rnineurs, Brus-
sels 
2.3.55. In hearing an action on the aggregation 
of disability pensions the rights to which had 
been acquired in several Member States, the La-
bour Court in Charleroi, following the example of 
several other courts, asked the Court of Justice 
on 30 March for a ruling on whether the limita-
tion of such aggregation is compatible with Arti-
cle 12(2) of Regulation (EEC) No 1408171 (social 
security). 1 
1 OJ L 149 of 5.7.1971. 
2 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2444. 
Bull. EC 2-1977, point 2.3.49. 
OJ C 97 of 20.4.1977. 
s OJ L 17 of 20.1.1977. 
6 OJ 173 of 30.9.1966. 
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Cases 41, 43, 44173 Interpr- SA Generate Su-
criere, Paris, and Others v Commission 
2.3.56. In its Judgment of 16 December 1975 in 
the sugar cases, the Court reduced the fines that 
the Commission had imposed on certain sugar 
undertakings for infringement of the rules on 
competition. 1 The operative part of the judgment 
gave the amount to be paid in units of account 
and, in brackets, the equivalent in national cur-
rency, converted on the basis of the official par 
values of the International Monetary Fund. 
As several undertakings paid their fmes by re-
mitting the equivalent in Italian lire, also converted 
on the basis of the offical parity (which represents 
a saving of more than 35%), the Commission in-
formed them that it considered the payments to 
be incomplete. 
In order to resolve this dispute, certain undertak-
ings requested the Court on 30 September 1976 
for an interpretation of Article 3(b) of the oper-
ative part of the abovementioned judgment to 
determine whether the equivalent amount of na-
tional currency given in brackets is only by way 
of indication, or whether it determines the 
amount of their indebtedness to the Commission.2 
In its judgment of 9 March the Court of Justice 
ruled that the extent of indebtedness resulting 
from the fines is determined by the amount fixed 
on the national currency of each undertaking, al-
though the Commission is free to accept pay-
ment in another national currency of the Com-
munity. Conversion must in that case be made 
on the basis of the free rate of exchange appli-
cable on the date of payment. 
Case 54175 - Officials of the European Parlia-
ment v European Parliament 
2.3.57. In its Judgment of 9 March the Court 
upheld this action to annul the election of the 
staff committee of the European Parliament held 
on 18 March 1975. 3 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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Cases 109 and 114175 - National Carbonising 
Company Ltd., Mansfield, v Commission 
2.3.58. In July 1975, the National Carbonising 
Company (NCC) submitted a complaint to the 
Commission accusing the National Coal Board 
(NCB) of distorting competition by selling to 
NCC coke and coal at a high price with a reduc-
tion on coal used for producing domestic coke 
sold in the United Kingdom (a practice prohib-
ited by Article 60(1) of the ECSC Treaty). NCC 
also accused NCB of abusing its dominant posi-
tion by fixing the price of domestic coke sold bv its 
subsidiary at such a low level (compelling NCC 
to sell at the same price) that the margin between 
this price and that of coking coal has become too 
narrow for it to be produced at a profit. In addi-
tion, NCC accused the British Government of 
seeking to stop NCB from increasing its price for 
domestic coke (infringement of Article 61 of the 
ECSC Treaty). 
On 16 October 1975, NCC brought before the 
Court of Justice an action for failure to act, 
against the Commission's implied decision refus-
ing to take action on its complaint. 
Following its action for failure to act, the NCC 
brought an action before the Court of Justice on 
25 November 1975 to annul the Commission's 
decision or recommendation contained in a re-
gistered letter sent on 16 October 1975 to the ap-
plicant by the Commission in reply to its com-
plaint of 21 July 1975. It also asked for damages 
to compensate for the closure of its two coke fac-
tories. 4 
At the request of the applicant, the Court re-
moved this case from the register by Order of 2 
March 1977. 
Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2434. 
Bull. EC 9-1976, point 2439. 
3 Bull. EC 6-1975, point 2435. 
4 Bull. EC 10-1975, point 2435 and 11-1975, point 2433. 
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Case 44176- Firma Milch, Fett- und Eier-Kon-
tor GmbH, Hamburg, v (1) Council and (2) Com-
mission 
2.3.59. Following a referral for a preliminary 
ruling by the Hamburg Finance Court (case 
125/75),1 a German company which exported 
butter to Czechoslovakia by forwarding it 
through Morocco in order to receive a higher re-
fund brought proceedings for damages against 
the Council and Commission on the grounds 
that it had not received the refunds on the ex-
ports to Morocco. 2 
In its Judgment of 2 March the Court dismissed 
this action. The grounds for its decision are as 
follows: ·the amount of the refund depends on 
the conditions of the market on which the pro-
duct in question is to be placed and therefore on 
the actual importation of the latter into the coun-
try of destination. Transit does not constitute ac-
tual importation of the product; for this to have 
taken place, it has to be given customs clearance. 
Cases 54 to 60176 - Compagnie industrielle et 
agricole du comte de Loheac, Sainte-Rose 
(Guadeloupe), v (1) Council and (2) Commission 
2.3.60. Seven sugar producers carrying on busi-
ness in Guadeloupe and Martinique brought ac-
tions for damages before the Court of Justice on 
29 June 1976 in respect of the loss which they 
claimed to have suffered as a result of the fact 
that Community regulations relating to sugar (ba-
sic regulation and those laying down prices for 
each sugar marketing year) did not take account 
of the time lag between the harvest and sales pe-
riods in the French departments referred to above 
and the harvest and sales periods in the Euro-
pean territory of the Community. The Court dis-
missed these actions in its Judgment of 31 
March.l 
Case 68 I 76 - Commission v French Republic 
2.3.61. On 16 July 1976 the Commission 
brought an action before the Court of Justice 
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against France to establish that by making ex-
ports to the other Member States of potatoes fall-
ing within tariff heading No 07.01 a A m b of 
tne Common Customs- Tanfl subject smce 25 
October 1975 to the submission of an export dec-
laration stamped by FORMA, that country had 
failed to fulfil its obligations under Article 34 of 
the EEC Treaty. 4 
In its Judgment of 16 March the Court upheld 
this action. 
Case 74176 - SpA Iannini & Volpi, Milan, v 
Ditta P. Meroni, Milan 
2.3.62. On 26 July the Pretura di Milano asked 
the Court of Justice for a preliminary ruling on 
whether the charging of a duty on produc~s such 
as paper, cardboard and cellulose, the proceeds of 
which are intended to subsidize national produc-
tion of newsprint, constitutes a measure having 
equivalent effect to a quantitative restriction on 
impons and, if not, whether this duty is compa-
tible with Article 95 of the EEC Treaty, having 
regard to the fact that in the case of domestic 
products it is calculated on the net price while in 
the case of imports the basis of calculation is the 
total price, including transport costs, insurance 
etc. s 
This case follows indirectly on Case 94/74 (SpA 
ICA V v Ente Nazionale Cellulosa e Carta), in 
which the Court gave judgment on 18 June 
1975. 6 
In its judgment of 22 March the Court ruled in 
particular that detailed rules relating to an aid 
which were not essential for its objective or func-
tioning, and which contravened the prohibition of 
quantitative restrictions and measures having 
equivalent effect, could for this reason be con-
sidered incompatible with Article 30 of the EEC 
1 Bull. EC 12-1975, point 2429. 
2 Bull. EC 5-1976, point 2442. 
Bull. EC 6-1976, point 2435. 
Bull. EC 7/8-1976, point 2455. 
5 Bull. EC 7/8-1976, point 2460. 
6 Bull. EC 6-1975, point 2442. 
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Treaty, and that the fact that taxes or dues are 
levied by a public law body other than the State 
or on its behalf and constitute special charges or 
charges intended for a specific purpose could not 
exclude them from the scope of Article 95 of the 
EEC Treaty. 
Case 75176 - (1) Miss S. Kaucic, Grimaco, Udine 
and (2) Miss A.M. Kaucic, Turin, v Institut na-
tional d'assurance maladie-invalidite, Brussels 
2.3.63. The Belgian Cour de Cassation asked 
the Court of Justice on 28 July 1976 for a pre-
liminary ruling on whether Articles 27 and 28 of 
Regulation No 3 on social security for migrant 
workers1 preclude the application by an institution 
of a Member State of rules under its own law re-
lating to the drawing of a benefit payable under 
such law concurrently with a benefit granted un-
der the law of a non-member country with which 
the Member State is not linked by a bilateral con-
vention on social security. 2 
In its Judgment of 10 March the Court ruled that 
these provisions did not exclude the application 
by an institution of a Member State, when calcu-
lating 'for the record' the amount of benefit to 
which the person concerned would have been en-
titled if all the insurance periods had been com-
pleted solely under the laws of that State, of a 
rule under its own law so as to reduce the the-
oretical amount by the amount of benefits re-
ceived by the person concerned from a source si-
tuated outside the Community. 
Case 78176 - Firma Steinike und Weinlig, 
Hamburg, v Federal Republic of Germany, rep-
~nted by the Bundesamt fiir Ernahrung und 
Fortwirtschaft, Frankfurt/Main 
2.3.64. A Uerman firm which imports concen-
trated citrus fruit juices from Italy and non-mem-
ber countries and then processes them into sy-
~ps which are unfit for consumption is challeng-
mg the payment of a duty on the processing 
operation used to finance a central fund to pro-
mote German agriculture, forestry and the food-
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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stuffs industry on the grounds that the duty is 
contrary to the EEC Treaty. 
The Verwaltungsgericht Frankfurt-am-Main, 
hearing the action, requested the Court of Justice 
on 2 August 1976 for .a preliminary ruling on a 
number of questions including that of whether 
the procedure provided for in Article 93 of the 
EEC Treaty prevents a national court from refer-
ring a ·case for a preliminary ruling on the inter-
pretatiqn of Article 92, how that Article was to 
be interpreted, and whether the duty was com-
patible with, firstly, Articles 9, 12 and 13 and sec-
ondly Article 95. 3 
In its Judgment of 22 March the Court replied in 
the negative to the first question and gave var-
ious detailed explanations on the scope of Arti-
cles 92 and 95 of the EEC Treaty and on the 
concept of 'charges having an equivalent effect to 
customs duties'. 
Case 80176 - North Kerry Milk Products Ltd, 
Dublin, v Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries 
2.3.65. In an action concerning the method of 
calculating the Community aid granted for 
skimmed milk processed into casein, the High 
Court in Dublin asked the Court of Justice on 13 
August 1976 for a preliminary ruling on the ex-
change rates between the Irish pound and the 
unit of account, namely whether the rate to be 
applied is that of the date of manufacture of the 
casein or of the date on which it is marketed. It 
should be noted that this is the first occasion on 
which a case has been referred for a preliminary 
ruling by an Irish Court. 4 
In its Judgment of 3 March the Court ruled that 
the rate to be taken into consideration is that ap-
plicable on the date on which the merchandise is 
marketed. 
1 OJ 30 of 16.1.2.1958. 
2 Bull. EC 7/8-1976, point 2461. 
3 Bull. EC 7/8-1976, point 2464. 
4 Bull. EC 7/8-1976, point 2466. 
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Case 84176 - Collie, Croas-Boulic en Plouguer-
neau, v Fonds d'orientation et de regularisation 
des marches agricoles (FORMA), Paris 
2.3.66. The Administrative Court of Rennes 
asked the Court of Justice on 25 August 1976 for 
a preliminary ruling on the interpretation of Ar-
ticle 2 of Regulation (EEC) No 2195/69 laying 
down the detailed rules for the application of the 
system of subsidies for slaughtering cows and in-
centives not to market milk and milk products, 1 
particularly with regard to the compatibility of 
that Article with French Ministerial Circular No 
4038 which deals with the method of converting 
beef cattle into units. 2 
In its Judgment of 1 March the ~urt ruled t~at 
the calculation of the number of hvestock umts 
had to be proportional to the length of time they 
had been on the farm. 
Case 86176- Gervais-Danone AG, Munich, v 
Hauptzollamt Miinchen-Schwanthalerstrasse (now 
Hauptzollamt Miinchen-Mitte) 
2.3.67. In a case concerning the tariff classifica-
tion of fat compounds containing 85% butter, the 
Bundesfinanzhof asked the Court of Justice on 
13 September 1976 for an interpretation of head-
ing No 15.13 of the Common Customs Tariff 
and also for a ruling on the validity of Regulation 
(EEC) No 496/69 on the classification of goods 
under subheadings Nos 21.07 D VIII and IX of 
the Common Customs Tariff 3 in that it does not 
specify the content of heading Nos 15.13 and 
21.07 but amends them and is therefore not 
covered by Regulation (EEC) No 97/69 on mea-
sures to be taken for uniform application of the 
nomenclature of the Common Customs Tariff. 4 
In its Judgment of 23 March the Court of Justice 
ruled that heading No 15.13 of the Common 
Customs Tariff did not apply to fat compounds 
containing at least 85% butter even before the 
entry into force of Regulation (EEC) No 496/69. 
94 
Court of Justice 
Case 87 I 76 - W. Bozzone, Masserano, v Office 
1 de securite sociale d'Outre-Mer, Brussels 
2.3.68. In hearing an action brought by an Ital-
ian national residing in Italy concerning the pay-
ment of a disability allowance to which he had 
become entitled in the Belgian Congo before its 
independence, the Brussels Labour Court asked 
the Court of Justice on 15 September 1976 for a 
preliminary ruling on the compatibility of the res-
idence clause contained in the colonial decree of 
7 August 1952 on sickness or disability insurance 
for colonial employees s with the first subpara-
graph of Article 10(1) of Regulation (EEC) No 
1408/71 on the application of social security 
schemes to employed persons and their families 
moving within the Community. 6 
In its Judgment of 31 March the Court of Justice 
ruled that this residence clause was incompatible 
with the abovementioned Community Regula-
tion. 
Case 88176- Societe pour l'exportation des su-
cres SA, Antwerp, v Commission 
2.3.69. A Belgian sugar exporting company 
holding export licences certifying the refund fixed 
in connection with partial awards had requested 
the cancellation of unused licences pursuant to 
Regulation (EEC) No 557/76 on the exchange 
rates to be applied in agriculture 7 and Regula-
tion (EEC) No 571/76 laying down detailed rules 
for the application of Regulation (EEC) No 
557/76.8 The competent body refused to grant 
this request on the basis of Regulation (EEC) No 
OJ L 278 of 5.11.1969. 
Bull. EC 7/8-1976, point 2470. 
l OJ L 67 of 19.3.1969. 
4 OJ L14 of 21.1.1969 and Bull. EC9-1976, point 2429. 
5 Official Gazette of the Belgian Congo, 1952, Part I, p. 
2236. 
OJ L 149 of 5.7.1971 and Bull EC 9-1976, point 2430. 
OJ L67 of 15.3.1976. 
8 OJ L 68 of 15.3.1976. 
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1579/76 laying down special detailed rules of ap-
plication for sugar under Regulation (EEC) No 
557/76, t which had meanwhile amended the pre-
vious regulations. 
Following this refusal, the undertaking brought 
an action before the Court of Justice on 16 Sep-
tember 1976 to annul Article 1(2) of Regulation 
(EEC) No 1579/76 in so far as it abolishes the 
right to have such licences cancelled. 2 
In its Judgment of 31 Marcfi. the Court discussed 
this action as inadmissible on the ground that the 
applicant had no interest in maintaining it, since 
it was dispensed from observing the last-named 
regulation by the mere fact that its publication in 
the Official Journal had been delayed. 
Case 93176 - F. Liegois, Marcinelle, v Office 
national des Pensions pour travailleurs salaries, 
Brussels 
2.3. 70. In hearing a case concerning the regu-
larization under the pension scheme for em-
ployed persons of periods of study completed in 
another Member State, the Charleroi Labour 
Court asked the Court of Justice on 28 Septem-
ber 1976 for a preliminary ruling on the interpre-
tation of Article 9(2) of Regulation (EEC) No 
1408/71 on the application of social security 
schemes to employed persons and their families 
moving within the Community, 3 and in particu-
lar on the question of whether the provisions of 
Belgian law which govern such regularization are 
such as to make insurance cover conditional 
upon the completion of an insurance period. 4 
In its judgment of 16 March the Court ruled that 
the expression 'voluntary or optional continued 
insurance' contained in the abovementioned pro-
vision covers the treatment of periods of study as 
periods of employment for insurance purposes, 
whether or not this involves the continuation of 
an insurance relationship entered into previously. 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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14 7th plenary session 
Opinions 
Regional development, unemployment 
and inflation 
2.3. 71. With 7 abstentions, the Committee 
unanimously adopted an own-initiative Opinion 
on: 
'How regional development helps solve unem-
ployment and inflation by making for a more bal-
anced distribution of the working population.' 
The Committee took the view that regional pol-
icy can help not only to improve the employment 
situation in problem regions, but can also help to 
improve regional balance. This would alleviate 
certain pressures and make a significant contri-
bution to the fight against inflation. 
The Committee analysed a number of regional 
development experiments. In the light of the ex-
periments, the Committee considers that the cri-
teria for assessing the employment situation 
must be improved and that regional policy instru-
ments must be put to better use in order to cope 
with the employment situation. 
The Committee adopted the following criteria for 
analysing the employment situation in a given 
region: 
(i) high chronic employment; 
(ii) rapid fall in the percentage of the labour 
force engaged in farming; 
(iii) a high percentage of jobs in declining indus-
tries; 
(iv) structural under-employment; 
1 OJ L 172 of 1.7.1976. 
2 Bull. EC 9-1976, point 2431. 
1 OJ L 149 of 5.7.1971. 
4 Bull. EC 9-1976, point 2436. 
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(v) emigration and net migration; 
(vi) rate of population growtfi. and ageing of the 
population; 
(vii) average incomes and wages; 
(viii) the state of infrastructure. 
The Committee calls for: 
(i) better regional and local statistics; 
(ii) definition of a common yardstick; 
(iii) greater attention to be paid to all these fac-
tors by the ERDF. The Committee stresses, how-
ever, that the areas receiving aid from the Fund 
coincide pretty well with the areas where unem-
ployment is highest. 
The Committee takes the view that the following 
rules are essential in the interests of more effi-
cient use of the various regional policy instru-
ments: 
(i) no single instrument is sufficient on its own. 
An overall blueprint is essential; 
(ii) aids which encourage the direct creation of 
jobs must be expanded, in conjunction with in-
frastructure aids which are necessary and comple-
mentary; 
(iii) as regards the jobs to be created, steps must 
be taken to prevent excessive reliance on one in-
dustry, independent establishments must be de-
veloped, and existing economic activity must be 
expanded. Vocational training facilities and em-
ployment opportunities in forestry must not be 
overlooked; 
(iv) if the jobs created are to be viable and du-
rable, plans must be vetted and amenities must 
be developed so that handicaps to regional devel-
opment can be phased out; 
(v) such measures to standardize development 
conditions are the best way of preventing compe-
tition distortions; 
(vi) Community aids must be better coordinat-
ed. 
The Committee feels that regional policy also 
makes a contribution to the drive against infla-
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tion. It helps to combat excessive congestion 
which apart from creating social pressures, 
pushes up the cost of collective investment. 
At the same time it helps to align productivity 
conditions and in doing so reduces pressures on 
the wages and prices front. 
The Committee therefore suggests that, under 
the auspices of the Commission, local-level re-
gional policy planners should come together to 
exchange views and get to know more about the 
scope of and arrangements for the aid which the 
European Communities can contribute. 
Use of coal in power stations 
2.3. 72. In this Opinion, adopted by 48 votes for 
with 18 abstentions, the Committee approves the 
aim of the Commission's proposal, namely, to in-
crease the use of coal for eleptricity generation. 
But it wonders whether the means chosen are 
those best suited to achieve this objective. It, 
therefore, suggests that the system be reviewed 
to ensure that Community funds are used as ef-
ficiently as possible. 
The Committee recognizes the primacy of the 
need to strengthen the Community's coal indus-
try, to attain its coal production targets and to 
guarantee outlets for the coal so produced. All 
the necessary measures to this end should it be-
lieves, be undertaken by the Community 'in the 
context of its coal policy under the ECSC Treaty. 
The Committee, however, believes that this pro-
posal should be considered solely in an overall 
energy context. It believes its objective should be 
simply to reduce dependence on oil, i.e. maxi-
mize the use of coal irrespective of origin. It also 
agrees that a priority must be given to projects 
using principally Community coal. 
Motor vehicles 
?.3. 73.. . The Committee unanimously adopted 
1ts Opm10ns on the last proposals for Directives 
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which supplement and complete the programme 
for approximating Member States' laws relating to 
motor vehicles (tyres, wheel guards, passenger 
compartment heating, rear fog lamps, reversing 
lamps, parking lamps, windscreen wipers, defrost-
ing systems, interior fittings, weights and dimen-
sions). Subject to a number of observations, the 
Commission's proposals were approved. 
The Committee also unanimously approved the 
proposal for a Directive concerning the type ap-
proval of motor vehicles and asked the Council 
to consider the proposal at the earliest opportu-
nity. 
Rules governing turnover tax and excise 
duty applicable in international travel 
2.3.74. In its Opinion, adopted unanimously, 
the Committee approves the proposed Directive. 
The Committee notes that currency depreciation 
and price increases have considerably reduced the 
real value of these exemptions (which have not 
been changed since 12 June 1972). Variations in 
exchange rates have also led to notable differ-
ences in the value of the exemptions calculated 
in the currency of each Member State. 
The index-linking of the exemptions, together 
with their annual review, should put an end to 
these shortcomings. 
Export declaration form 
2.3. 75. The Committee's Opinion, adopted 
unanimously, welcomes the plan to introduce a 
Community export declaration form based on the 
ECE layout key. It notes that numerous docu-
ments used in international trade are already 
based on this key. 
The Committee regrets, however, that the 
continued divergence of national rules with re-
gard to taxation, statistics and trade, etc., greatly 
increases the number of boxes reserved for na-
tional use in the new form. 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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Water favourable to shellfish growth 
2.3.76. In this Opinion, adopted unanimously, 
the Committee stresses that a wider range of 
measures is needed in order to protect people 
consuming shellfish. It, therefore, urges that the 
Commission, with a minimum of delay, draft 
proposals designed to make sure that shellfish 
coming onto the market are perfectly healthy, 
irrespective of whether they come from Commu-
nity water or are imported from outside. 
Power station siting 
2.3. 77. Adopted by a large majority, with 1 vote 
against, this Opinion accepts the idea of develop-
ing common criteria and methodologies for site 
selection procedures in general throughout the 
Community. These would give Member States 
some guidance when choosing and approving 
sites. They could also make for objective public 
discussion. At the same time, the Committee be-
lieves that the task of selecting and approving in-
dividual sites must remain the exclusive respon-
sibility of the Member States. Only the national 
governments can weigh up all the different tech-
nical, economic, environmental and land-use fac-
tors involved in each specific instance. It recom-
mends that the text of the Resolution unambi-
guously reflect these views. 
The Committee supports the creation of a body 
for consultation on criteria and methodologies. Its 
aim, it believes, should be to provide the Com-
mission with the broadest range of the best tech-
nical advice. 
The Commission went on to approve the draft 
Regulation on the introduction of a Community 
consultation procedure on power station sites in 
frontier regions. It endorsed the plan whereby the 
consultation process may be initiated for a partic-
ular site by: 
(i) the Member State which considers that it is 
affected by the siting plans of another Member 
State; 
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(ii) the Member State responsible for the project; 
or 
(iii) the Commission. 
It believes that this procedure is preferable to any 
attempt to objectively define frontier regions. 
Plant protection products 
2.3.78. The Committee unanimously approved 
the proposal for a Directive on the marketing of 
EEC-accepted plant protection products, but 
asked the Commission to make sure there was 
no conflict with the proposal for a Council Direc-
tive on the approximation of the laws, regulations 
and administrative provisions of Member States 
relating to the classification, packaging and label-
ling of pesticides. 
The Committee felt that the Commission should 
have indicated more clearly what stages are to be 
gone through on the way to its ultimate objec-
tive, namely, upward alignment of the relevant 
national health protection regulations. 
Concerning the proposal for a Directive on pro-
hibiting the marketing and use of plant protec-
tion products containing certain active sub-
stances, the Committee observed that the pro-
posed list of prohibited substances is not yet 
complete. It should be updated, as and when ne-
cessary, in the light of progress in scientific and 
technical knowledge. 
Vinyl chloride monomer in packaging 
for foodstuffs 
2.3.79. By a large majority, with 1 vote against 
and 4 abstentions, the Committee approved the 
proposal and at the same time accepted the pro-
posed maximum levels of vinyl chloride mono-
mer, which have been worked out in the light of 
present technology and methods of analysis. It 
considers these levels, however, to be a strictly 
temporary precautionary measure, to be reviewed 
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later in a wider context and in the light of new 
scientific and technological knowledge. 
The Committee feels that exposure to hazards 
must be limited as far as possible and that con-
sideration should be given to other complemen-
tary measures. 
Given the present state of scientific knowledge, 
the Committee cannot accept the principle of a 
tolerable level for a carcinogenic substance. The 
existence of a 'no-effect level' has never been 
proved. 
Generally speaking, the Committee is aware of 
the fact that each separate packaging must be as-
sessed from various angles, e.g~ th.~Joxicizy 9L!l'l_e_ 
constituents, hygiene, manufacturing cost, costs 
of disposal and recycling, and a raw material sup-
plies' policy. The Committee therefore asks the 
Commission to examine these questions as a 
whole, not just in isolation. 
Two-yearly reports on transport 
2.3.80. The Committee approved unanimously 
the Commission's proposal that the two-yearly 
reports on progress made towards aligning condi-
tions of competition in the sectors of· rail, road 
and inland waterway transport should be discon-
tinued. 
ECSC Consultative Committee 
182nd meeting 
2.3.81. The ECSC Consultative Committee met 
in Luxembourg with Mr Joe Gormley, the Com-
mittee Chairman, in the chair. The Commission 
was represented by Mr Vredeling, Vice-President, 
and Mr Davignon, Member. 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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Steel 
2.3.82. The first item on the agenda was a dis-
cussion of the situation on the steel market; Mr 
Davignon opened the debate by outlining the 
Commission's intentions as regards steel policy. 
After discussing the reasons behind the crisis 
currently besetting the European steel industry, 
Mr Davignon stressed the need to make an im-
mediate start on the structural reorganization of 
the Community's steel industry in order to make 
it economically stable and competitive and to 
create harmonious industrial relations. In con-
crete terms this means that production objectives 
and investment programmes will have to be re-
viewed not only on the basis of technical consid-
erations but also in the light of regional and so-
cial requirements. For this the Commission will 
make full use of the scope offered by Articles 54 
and 56 of the ECSC Treaty. 
There can be no denying that imports have af-
fected prices, but this is not the only reason for 
the deterioration in the price situation. 
Mr Davignon stated that at the forthcoming 
meeting of the European Council the Commis-
sion would draw the attention of the Heads of 
State or Government to the seriousness of the si-
tuation in the steel industry and to the need to 
develop a Community plan of action as quickly 
as possible; following this, early in April, it would 
put forward proposals for regulations concerning 
the revision of the general objectives for steel, 
the introduction of automatic licences, measures 
concerning concrete reinforcing bars based on Ar-
ticle 61 (minimum prices), and the freeing of ad-
ditional resources for conversion measures and 
social measures. 
Following Mr Davignon's statement, Mr Vrede-
ling went on to outline the social policy aspects, 
specifying that the Commission will endeavour to 
obtain further resources in order to assist regions 
or branches of the industry which are in difficul-
ty. 
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Speaking for the steel producers, Mr Ferry ap-
proved the statements of the two Members of the 
Commission and the principles on which the 
Commission's plan is based. Mr Ferry welcomed 
particularly the Commission's intention to make 
all Community producers subject to the same 
rules and he added that it is equally important 
that the Commission should continue to make 
representations to producers in non-member 
countries which export to Community markets so 
that they would respect the same disciplines as 
the Community producers. Mr Ferry then pres-
ented a draft resolution which had been adopted 
by Community steel producers, pointing out that 
it fitted in fairly harmoniously with the plan out-
lined by Mr Davignon. Subject to a few amend-
ments proposed by the workers' group, this draft 
resolution was adopted by a large majority. 
The workers generally approved Mr Davignon's 
statement. They called on the Commission to en-
sure that national schemes dovetailed into a Eu-
ropean plan and hoped that the trade unions 
would be consulted in order to avoid unjustified 
investment. 
The consumers called on the Commission to en-
sure that the decisions which have to be taken 
do not lead to reprisals which would hit the steel-
working industries and whose harmful effects 
would outweigh the benefit obtained by Com-
munity steel producers. 
Coal 
2.3.83. The Committee then examined the 
state of the Community's coal industry and the 
general coal market situation in 1976 and the 
outlook for the current year. 
A draft resolution presented by Mr Ezra concern-
ing Community 'financial aid to promote the use 
of coal in power stations was adopted. Points 
made during the discussions were that guar-
anteed outlets must exist for coal production and 
that an example should be taken from what is 
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being done for steel and in particular a very close 
watch kept on imports from outside the Commu-
nity. Negotiations must therefore be opened with 
the exporting countries and at the same time aid 
continued for European coal production (aid for 
coking coal, storage aid, aid for supplying power 
stations and investment aid). 
The Commission representative pointed out that 
50 million EUA will be devoted annually to fi-
nancing stocks. Over and above this there would 
be national aid. Proposals would be put to the 
Energy Ministers at their next meeting to tighten 
import controls, to draw up an annual plan for 
imports and to introduce a system of automatic 
licences. 
The Commission feels that the Community and 
the Member States, including those which are 
not coal producers, must bear in mind the need 
to ensure security of supplies and to take steps to 
expand the intra-Community coal market. 
European Investment Bank 
Loans raised 
2.3.84. The European Investment Bank has 
launched a US $ bond issue on the international 
capital market divided into three tranches: one 
for US $75 million of 7-year bonds; a second for 
US $50 million of 10-year bonds and the third for 
US $ 50 million of 15-year bonds. 
The issue has been underwritten by an interna-
tional banking syndicate. 
The 7-year bonds carry a coupon of 8%, payable 
annually, and were offered for public subscription 
at 100.25%. The yield calculated on the total life-
time of the bonds is 7.95%. They are redeemable 
at par at term. 
The 10-year bonds carry a coupon of 8.25%, pay-
able annually, and were offered for public sub-
scription at 99.75%. The yield based on the total 
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lifetime is 8.29%. They are redeemable at par at I 
term. The EIB will be entitled, from 1 April 1984, 
onwards, to redeem in advance, at progressively 
reducing premiums, all or some of the bonds in 
circulation. 
The 15-year bonds carry a coupon of8.75%, pay-
able annually, and were offered for public sub-
scription at par. They are redeemable at par at 
term. However, the contract includes a 'purchase 
fund clause' enabling the buying back of US $2 
million of bonds each year between 1977 and 
1987 and of US $5 million of bonds each year 
thereafter at prices not exceeding par. The Em 
will also be entitled, from 1 April 1987 onwards, 
to redeem in advance, at progressively reducing 
premiums, all or some of the bonds in circula-
tion. 
The issue will be listed on the Luxembourg stock 
exchange. 
Loans granted 
Denmark 
2.3.85. Two loans totalling the equivalent of 
DKr 69.15 million (10.6 million EUA) have been 
provided by the Bank in Denmark. 
The larger part of this sum, DKr 55 million, has 
been granted to the Danish electricity producer 
Elektricitetsselskabet lsefjordvrerket lnteressents-
kab (IFV) for 12 years at an interest rate of 87/s%. 
It will contribute towards the cost, estimated at 
DKr 136 million, of converting an oil-fired 
255 MW generating unit at the Asnaes power sta-
tion near Kalundborg, Zealand, to enable it also 
to burn coal. This two-fuel flexibility already ·ex-
ists in three other generating units (total net ca-
pacity 505 MW) at the same power station. 
The remaining DKr 14.15 million has been prov-
ided in the form of a global .loan, for 10 years at 
an interest rate of 87/s%, to Finansieringsinstitut-
tet for lndustri og Handvrerk. The funds will be 
on-lent, with the Em's agreement in each case, 
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to- help to finance various small and medium-
sized industrial ventures in less developed parts 
of the country. 
France 
2.3.86. The Bank has granted Electricite de 
France two loans totalling the equivalent of FF 
322.3 million (57.4 million EUA) towards financ-
ing two nuclear power stations, one at Bugey on 
the Rhone, the other at Dampierre on the Loire. 
The loan for Bugey nuclear power station, for the 
equivalent of FF 153.8 million, has been granted 
for 12 years. It will help to finance construction 
of the fourth section of this station which is be-
ing built at Saint Vulbas (Ain) and which is to be 
equipped with a pressurized water reactor with a 
net capacity of 905 MW. The RIB has previously 
provided six loans totalling FF 618.6 million for 
constructing the second, third and fourth sections 
of this station. After a fifth section is completed 
in 1979 Bugey will have a total net capacity of 
about 4 200 MW. 
The second loan will go towards financing the 
first section of the power station at Dampierre at 
Burly (Loiret). An amount equivalent toFF 168.5 
million is being made available in US dollars for 
20 years. The project entails installation of a pres-
surized water reactor with a net capacity of 
905 MW. When the last of a further three sec-
tions is completed in 1981 , the total net capacity 
of the station will be 3 620 MW. 
Italy 
2.3.87. A loan totalling the equivalent of Lit 
6 500 million (6.6 million EUA) has been pro-
vided by the Bank for the extension of a petro-
chemicals complex in Apulia, in the Italian Mez-
zogiomo. 
It has been granted for 8 years at an interest rate 
of 81f4% to ISVEIMER-Istituto per lo Sviluppo 
Economico dell'ltalia Meridionale. The funds will 
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be on-lent to Montedison SpA to contribute to 
the financing of additional facilities including 
anti-pollution equipment at three manufacturing 
units (producing ethylene oxide, polypropylene 
and low density polythene) at the company's 
Brindisi complex. 
The project is expected to cost about Lit 16 000 
million and by improving the competitive posi-
tion of the works will safeguard the employment 
provided there. 
United Kingdom 
2.3.88. A loan equivalent to £14 million (21.1 
million EUA) has been made to the British Steel 
Corporation for extending the steel processing 
plant at the Corporation's Ravenscraig Works at 
Motherwell in Scotland. The conditions are 12 
years at an interest rate of 87/s%. 
The funds will be used to help to finance the in-
stallation of a third continuous casting machine, 
capable of a weekly production of 12 000 tonnes 
of slabs (semi-finished products to be fed to the 
strip and plate mills for further processing). 
Due for completion in the spring of 1979 and es-
timated to cost about £35 million (fixed assets), 
the project will lead to the employment of about 
120 people, as part of an increase in employment 
associated with the development of Ravenscraig 
Works, where liquid steel production is being 
doubled from 1.5 to 3.2 million tonnes per year. 
Austria 
2.3.89. The Bank has provided finance to help 
to increase the transmission capacity of the 
Trans-Austria Gasline (TAG) which runs from 
the Czech border to the Italian frontier, bringing 
supplies of natural gas from the Soviet Union to 
the Community. 
A loan of 4.7 million EUA has been granted in 
Swiss francs (13 million) to the Italian group ENI-
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Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi-for 7 years, with re-
payment at term, at an interest rate of 63fs%. 
The funds will be used to contribute towards the 
cost of uprating compressor stations at Baumgar-
ten, Ruden and Grafendorf which will permit the 
transmission of about 11 000 million m3 of gas 
per year. 
In view of the considerable importance the TAG 
plays in helping to meet the Community's grow-
ing energy needs, the EIB's Board of Governors 
gave special authorization, in 1973, for the Bank's 
intervention in a non-Community country. 
A loan of Lit 17 350 million was granted to ENI 
for construction of the gasline. A loan of FF 110 
million was also made to Gaz de France to pay 
for transit rights in the pipeline system of which 
TAG is part. 
Tanzania 
2.3.90. Under the terms of the Lome Conven-
tion, the Bank has agreed to provide assistance to 
industrial development in Tanzania in the form 
of risk capital. 
The operation will comprise the purchase by the 
Bank of convertible bonds to the value of 2.5 
million EUA (equivalent to 23.3 million Tanzania 
shillings) to be issued by the Tanganyika Devel-
opment Finance Company Ltd (TDFL). This will 
be the EIB's first intervention in Tanzania. 
The funds to be provided to TDFL will be used 
by that company, with the Bank's agreement in 
each case, to finance various industrial ventures 
throughout the country. 
This operation is financed from the sum of 95 
million EUA provided under the Lome Conven-
tion for various forms of risk capital assistance, 
the management of which is entrusted to the 
EIB. 
The Tanganyika Development Finance Company 
Ltd was established in 1962 and its shares are 
held equally by the government-owned Tanzania 
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Investment Bank (!IB) and three development I 
agencies of EEC member countries: the Com-
monwealth Development Corporation (CDC) of 
the United Kingdom, the Deutsche Gesellschaft 
ftir wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit (Entwick-
lungsgesellschaft) mhH (DEG) and the Neder-
landse Financieringsmaatschappij voor Ontwikke-
lingslanden NV (FMO). 
Ivory Coast 
2.3.91. Two loans totalling 9150 000 EUA 
(about CF A F 2 570 million) have been granted 
by the EIB under the terms of the Lome Con-
vention in support of an industrial venture and a 
hotel project in Abidjan, Ivory Coast. 
The larger of the two loans, for 7.5 million EUA 
(about CFA F 2100 million) has been made avail-
able to Palmindustrie, a State-owned com-
pany, for 13 years at an interest rate of 61h%, af-
ter allowing for a 3% interest subsidy from the 
resources of the European Development Fund, as 
provided for under the Convention. The funds 
will be used to part-finance a palm and coconut 
oil mill, directly creating some 200 jobs, the total 
cost of the project being CF A F 4 890 million. 
The second loan, worth 1.65 million EUA (about 
CF A F 460 million), provided for 13 years at an 
interest rate of 61h% (after deducting the interest 
subsidy), has gone to Societe Immobiliere de la 
Lagune of which the promoters and shareholders 
are SCOA and Novotel (Societe d'lnvestisse-
ments et d'Exploitations Hotelieres - France). 
The proceeds will be used for constructing a 288-
room hotel, to be run under the name Novo-
tel, on the banks of the lagoon in the centre of 
Abidjan, providing more than 300 new jobs. 
This project, estimated to cost a total of 
CF A F 2 843 million will boost hotel capacity in 
the Abidjan conurbation, which is of major im-
portance to the country's development, both as 
an administrative and business centre and hub of 
tourism. 
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activities 
General budget 
First supplementary and 
amending budget for 1977 
2.3.92. On 23 March the Commission approved 
the preliminary draft of the first supplementary 
budget for 1977. 
This preliminary draft budget, which has been 
sent to the Budgetary Authority, is a supplemen-
tary budget, but also exhibits the features of an 
amending budget for the following reasons: 
I. Additional appropriations are required in cer-
tain fields, primarily for the EAGGF Guarantee 
Section and for staff appropriations (the adjust-
ment in this sector is of a technical nature and 
will be largely offset by a corresponding increase 
in revenue). 
2. In other areas (particularly research) the pro-
posed budget is of an amending nature; the pro-
posed amendments consist basically of a number 
of internal adjustments of appropriations. 
3. The same is true of the various other pro-
posals (guarantees for BIB loans, cooperation with 
Arab countries, creation and reclassification of a 
limited number of posts, creation of the frame-
work for the Court of Auditors) which do not at 
present necessitate entering additional appropria-
tions in the budget. 
4. As regards the statement of revenue, the 
proposal simultaneously serves as a supplemen-
tary budget by virtue of the overall increase in 
expenditure which it involves, and as an amend-
ing budget by virtue of the revision of own re-
sources forecasts (agricultural and sugar levies) 
which it comprises. 
The Commission stresses that its intention in 
presenting this proposal has been to group to-
gether in one document-in accordance with the 
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frequently-expressed wishes of the Budgetary 
Authority-the various factors necessitating re-
course to the procedure of a supplementary and 
amending budget in 1977. 
As regards the EAGGF Guarantee Section, the 
Commission had already submitted a document 
to the Budgetary Authority on 14 February 1977 
setting out the financial implications of the agri-
cultural price proposals and the related measures 
for 1977/78. 1 
The Commission, in submitting to the Council a 
detailed analysis of the financial implications of 
the price proposals and informing the Council of 
the appropriation requirements for the EAGGF 
Guarantee Section-estimated at 7% of the ap-
propriations authorized for 1977-gave notice 
that it would be introducing a supplementary 
budget in March. 
On the basis of the Commission's proposal and 
the present agricultural and monetary situation, 
the additional appropriation requirement for the 
sector concerned with agricultural market policy, 
including the agrimonetary chapters and the ag-
ricultural section of Chapter 100 (provisional ap-
propriations), amounts to 482.2 million EUA. 
The Commission will send the Budgetary Au-
thority a letter of amendment to the preliminary 
draft of the first supplementary and amending 
budget in the light of the Council decision on ag-
ricultural prices and related measures for 
1977/78, expected at the Council meeting of 25 
April. 
Budgetary procedure -
Parliament's room for manoeuvre 
The Commission's reflections on the 
application of Articles 203 I EEC, 
177/EAEC and 78/ECSC following the 
introduction of differentiated appropriations 
2.3.93. On 16 March the Commission transmit-
ted to the Council and Parliament a Communi-
1 Bull. EC2-1977, point 1.3.7. 
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Comparison between the 1977 general budJ!et and the effect of the first supplementary and amending budget 
for 1977 (appropriations for payment) 
Appropriations Changes under 
Sector in the 1977 first supplementary New general budget and amending budget appropriations, 
1977 
Commission 
Intervention appropriations 
Agriculture 6 581 503 500 +482 200000 7063 703 500 
Social sector 189 597 000 - 189 597000 
Regional sector 400000000 - 400000000 
Research, energy, industry, transport 236 625 188 - 1 694 718 234930470 
Development cooperation 269 68&200 + 191 900 I 269 880 lOO 
7 677 413 888 +480697182 8158111070 
Administrative appropriations 
Staff 268 455 lOO _,_ 20 655 800 2 289 110 900 
Administration 85 728 740 - 85 728 740 
Information 8 090000 - 8090000 
Aids and subsidies 23 660900 + 727 300 3 24 388 200 
385 934 740 + 21 383 lOO 407 317 840 
Contingency reserve 4000000 - 4000000 
Rejilnd to Member States of 
10% of own resources 584 578 912 23 505 013 608 083 925 
Commission: total 8 651 927 540 525 585 295 9 177 512 835 
Other institutions 
(administrative appropriations only) 148 099 329 + 5 287 087 153 386 416 
Grand total 8 800026 869 +530 872 382 9 330 899 251 
1 This amount corresponds to the effect of the incorporation of1he salary weightings in the basic salary scales for the European Cooperation Agency (Item 9430~ 
2 This amount corresponds to the effect of the incorporation of the salary weightings in the basic salary scales under Chapters 10, 11 and 12. 
3 This amount corresponds to the effect of the incorporation of the salary weightings in the basic salary scales for the European Schools (Article 289) and the Supply 
Agency (Article 280). 
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cation on the application of Article 203 of the 
EEC Treaty, Article 177 of the EAEC Treaty and 
Article 78 of the ECSC Treaty following the in-
troduction of differentiated appropriations (dis-
tinction between appropriations for commitment 
and appropriations for payment). 
These articles provide that the increase in non-
compulsory expenditure from one year to the 
next must generally be kept within a 'maximum 
rate' determined each year on the basis of pre-
established parameters and that Parliament has 
special power in this area (for it has what is 
known as its room for manoeuvre corresponding 
to one-half of the maximum rate, and has the 
last word on this expenditure). 
Now that the distinction between appropriations 
for commitment and for payment made by the 
budgetary authority in 1977 as regards certain ar-
eas of expenditure-such as the Social Fund, the 
EAGGF Guidance Section and energy-has been 
extended beyond the areas where it was tradi-
tionally made--Regional Fund and research ap-
propriations-problems are arising in the interpre-
tation of the relevant Treaty articles. The ques-
tion is whether, for the determination of the fi-
gure to which the maximum rate applies and 
hence of Parliament's room for manoeuvre, ap-
propriations for commitment or appropriations for 
payment are to be taken into consideration. 
Late in 1976 the budgetary authority asked the 
Commission to make suggestions on this point. 
The Commission's Communication of 16 March 
sets out its views. To sum up, the Commission 
suggests takeng the appropriations for commit-
ment as the basis Tor applying the relevant arti-
cles: these are the appropriations which truly ex-
press the financial implications of measures 
covered by the budget. Appropriations for pay-
ment flow automatically from the entry of ap-
propriations for commitment and are therefore 
very much of secondary importance. 
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Overall assessment of budgetary problems 
Joint Council meeting of foreign 
and finance ministers 
2.3.94. On 18 March the Commission for-
warded to the Budgetary Authority a communi-
cation on the overall assessment of the Commu-
nity's budgetary problems. Following the stimu-
lus given by the European Council at its meeting 
on 1 and 2 December 1975, a joint Council meet-
ing of foreign and finance ministers took place in 
Luxembourg for the first time on 5 April 1976 
and conducted, in collaboration with the commis-
sion, an overall assessment of budgetary prob-
lems in the context of general Community pol-
icy.1 
As the 1976 experiment proved useful, the Coun-
cil agreed to organize a similar meeting on 5 
April 1977. The Commission's communication is 
intended to serve as a basis for its discussions. 
The communication has also been sent to the 
Parliament, as one of the holders of budgetary 
authority, to enable it to express an opinion on 
the guidelines set out in this document. 
The Commission is drawing the attention of the 
Budgetary Authority to measures at the institu-
tional level (decision on the uniform assessment 
base for VAT, the introduction of the EUA, the 
creation of the Court of Auditors, the interpreta-
tion of Articles 203 of the EEC Treaty, 177 of the 
EAEC Treaty and 78 of the ECSC Treaty, the 
adoption of the amended Financial Regulation 
and the strengthening of financial control) and is 
also asking for guidelines on the priorities in 
implementing policies such as the common agri-
cultural policy, employment policy (Social Fund 
and European Regional Development Fund) and 
energy policy. 
1 Bull. EC4-1976, point 2447. 
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Financial Regulation 
2.3.95. Following the Opinion given by Parlia-
ment on 14 December 1976,1 the Commission 
has amended its proposal 2 for a Regulation 
amending the Financial Regulation of 25 April 
1973.3 The Commission has no objection to most 
of the amendments suggested by Parliament, 
which will improve the proposal without affecting 
its general scheme. On some articles, however, 
the Commission felt obliged either to amend the 
amendments or simply to prefer its original text. 
The amended proposal was transmitted to the 
Council and Parliament on 11 March. 
Own resources 
Financial Regulation concerning VAT 
2.3.96. As the common assessment bases for 
VAT are now covered by an agreement between 
the Member States, 4 the sixth VAT Directive 
will finally be approved by the Council between 
now and the end of April, once Parliament has 
given its opinion. This necessitates the imple-
mentation from 1 January 1978 of Article 4 of 
the Decision of 21 April 1970 stating that the 
Communities' own resources shall include cus-
toms duties and agricultural levies and also those 
accruing from the value added tax and obtained 
by applying a rate not exceeding 1% to an assess-
ment basis which is determined in a uniform 
manner for Member States according to Commu-
nity rules. 
At its meeting on 21 October 1976 the Council 
asked the Commission to submit a memorandum 
outlining the principles for collecting VAT own 
resources. 
On 17 November 1976 the Commission for-
warded to the Council a working paper by its de-
partments entitled 'Guidelines for a Financial Re-
gulation concerning the establishment and mak-
ing available by the Community of own re-
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sources accruing from VAT'.5 These guidelines 
form the basis of a draft Council Regulation 
which is currently in process of being approved 
by the Commission before being sent to the 
Council. 
ECSC financial operations 
Loans raised 
2.3.97. The Commission conducted the follow-
ing operations during March: 
- A US $25 million private placement. The 
bonds bear interest at the nominal rate of 7.75% 
payable annually over a period of five years seven 
months. The bonds were offered to the public at 
par. 
- A DM 19 800 000 private placement at an an-
nual rate of 7% for 12 years. 
- A bond issue of 25 million Canadian dollars. 
This was underwritten by an international syndi-
cate of banks. The bonds bear interest at the 
nominal rate of 9% payable annually for 7 years. 
The bonds were issued to the public at 100.50% 
of their nominal value. 
Loans granted 
Loans paid 
2.3.98. Under the General Objectives and pur-
suant to Articles 54 and 56 of the Treaty the 
Commission granted a total of 95.2 million EUA 
in loans during February and March. 
This sum is distributed over the following three 
types of loan: 
Bull. EC 12-1976, point 2409. 
Bull. EC 5-1976, point 2469, and 9-1976, point 2461. 
1 OJ L 116 of 1.5.1973. 
4 Council meeting of 22 March devoted to taxation; point 
2.3.41. 
5 Bull. EC 11-1976, point 2477. 
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Industrial loans 
The industrial loans (Article 54) paid during the 
period in question amounted to 92.3 million 
EUA. They were made to three undertakings to 
finance the following programmes: 
Coal industry 
Rationalization and modernization of collieries: 
Charbonnages de France, Paris (Houilleres du 
Bassin de Lorraine, Simon, Wendel et Merlebach 
collieries); · 
Ruhrkohle AG, Essen (Franz Haniel and Prosper; 
General Blumenthal and Ewald-Fortsetzung; 
Gneisenau; Heinrich Robert collieries). 
Iron and steel industry 
- Infrastructure project: 
British Steel Corporation, London (project at 
Hunterston, Scotland). 
- Rationalization of pig-iron and steel produc-
tion: 
British Steel Corporation, London (Redcar Works). 
Redeployment loans 
One redeployment loan (Article 56) was granted 
in the period under consideration to facilitate the 
creation of new activities to provide employment 
for workers already redundant or about to be 
made redundant; the loan amounted to 0.5 mil-
lion EUA. The recipient was: 
France: Pays de la Loire. 
Loans for the construction of low-cost housing 
Loans for the construction of low-cost housing 
totalled 2.4 million EUA during the same period. 
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Loan decisions 
2.3.99. In February and March the Commission 
also took a number of decisions on the granting 
of loans and obtained the Council's assent to the 
granting of two others. The loans decided on to-
tal 154.2 million EUA-131.0 million EUA to 
industry and 23.2 million EUA for the redeploy-
ment of workers. 
Industrial loans 
Coal industry 
Rationalization and modernization of collieries: 
National Coal Board, London (all NCB collieries). 
Research and Training Centre: 
National Coal Board, London (Stanhope Bretby 
Centre, Burton on Trent). 
Iron and steel industry 
Power generating plant: 
British Steel Corporation, London (Appleby-Fro-
dingham Works, Scunthorpe). 
Rationalization of pig-iron and steel production: 
British Steel Corporation, London (Ravenscraig 
Works, Scotland) and Italsider SpA, Genoa (Ge-
nova-Cornigliano and Genova-Campi Works). 
Environmental protection: 
ltalsider SpA, Genoa (Genova-Cornigliano 
Works). 
Overseas project 
Coking coal mine: 
Gewerkschatl Norbert Metz, Herzogenrath (Red 
Ash Sales Company, Inc., West Virginia, USA). 
Conversion loans 
France - Lorraine. 
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3.1.1. This section lists the titles of legal instru-
ments and notices of Community institutions or 
organs published in the Official Journal during 
the month under review but relating to items ap-
pearing in earlier issues of the Bulletin; the ref-
erences were not available when the Bulletin 
went to press. 
The number of the Bulletin and the point to 
which this additional information refers is fol-
lowed by the title shown on the cover of the Of-
ficial Journal, the number of the issue and the 
date of publication. 
Bull. EC 7/8-1976 
Point 2482 
Membership of the ECSC Consultative Committee. 
OJ C69 of 19.3.1977. 
Bull. EC ll-1976 
Point 2435 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Decision reviewing the 
energy research and development programme adopted by 
Council Decision 75/510/EEC of 22 August 1975. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2457 
Opinion on the fourth medium-term economic policy pro-
gramme of the Community (1976 to 1980). 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2458 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Regulation temporarily 
suspending certain national and Community aids in the milk 
and milk products sector. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2459 
Opinion on the main measures to be taken to help unem-
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ployed young people, women and elderly workers and women 
wishing to resume gainful employment. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977 
Point 2460 
Opinion on the first annual report on the European Regional 
Development Fund 1975 and the summary analysis of annual 
information 1976. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2461 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Regulation containing 
provisions to enable the International Atomic Energy Agency 
to carry out inspections and verifications in the territories of 
the Member States of the European Atomic Energy Commu-
nity. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2462 
Opinion on the recommendation of the Commission concern-
ing the progressive extension of social protection to categories 
of persons not covered by existing schemes or inadequately 
protected. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2464 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Directive on the ap-
proximation of the laws of the Member States relating to ar-
ticles of precious metals. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2465 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Decision adopting a 
technological research programme for the footwear sector. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2466 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Regulation establishing 
a European agency for trade cooperation with the developing 
countries. 
OJ C56 of 7.3.1977. 
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Point 2276 
Assent No 30/76 given by the Council at its 433rd meeting 
held on 21 December 1976. 
OJ C 72 of 23.3.1977. 
Point 2345 
Adoption of projects financed by the European Development 
Fund. 
OJ C 76 of 19.3.1977. 
Point 2460 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Directive concerning 
mutual assistance by the competent authorities of Member 
States in the field of direct taxation. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2461 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Regulation amending 
Regulation (EEC) No 3330/75 extending Regulation (EEC) No 
1174/68 on the introduction of a system of bracket tariffs for 
the carriage of goods by road between Member States. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2462 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Regulation concluding 
the agreement establishing a European laying-up fund for in-
land waterway vessels, and adopting the provisions for its 
implementation. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2463 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Directive supplemen-
ting, with regard to the chilling process, amended Directive 
711118/EEC on health problems affecting trade in fresh poul-
trymeat. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2464 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Decision concluding 
a convention for the protection of the Rhine against chemical 
pollution and an Additional Agreement to the Agreement 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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signed in Berne on 29 April 1963 concerning the International 
Commission for the Protection of the Rhine against Pollution. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2465 
Opinions on the communication from the Commission to the 
Council on action in the field of transport infrastructure; 
proposal for a Council Decision instituting a consultation 
procedure and creating a committee in the field of transport 
infrastructure; proposal for a Council Regulation concerning 
aid to projects of Community interest in the field of transport 
infrastructure. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2466 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Regulation on the 
procedure for applying the European unit of account (EUA) 
to the legal acts adopted by the institutions of the European 
Communities. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2467 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Directive amending the 
Directive of 15 March 1976 on mutual assistance for the rec-
overy of claims resulting from operations forming part of the 
system of financing the European Agricultural Guidance and 
Guarantee Fund, and of agricultural levies and customs du-
ties. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2468 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Directive on the scru-
tiny, by Member States, of transactions forming part of the 
system of financing by the Guarantee Section of the Euro-
pean Agricultural Guidance and Guarantee Fund. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
Point 2469 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Regulation establishing 
a Community system for the conservation and management 
of fishery resources. 
OJ C 56 of 7.3.1977. 
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2495 
Final adoption of the general budget of the European Com-
munities for the financial year 1977. 
OJ L 79 of 28.3.1977. 
Bull. EC 1-1977 
Point 2.1.54 
Commission Decision of 26 January 1977 implementing Di-
rective 76/491/EEC regarding a Community procedure for in-
formation and consultation on the prices of crude oil and pet-
roleum products in the Community. 
OJ L6l of 5.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.33 
Case 13/77: Reference for a preliminary ruling made by judg-
ment of the Hof van Cassatie, Brussels, dated 7 January 1977, 
in the case of G.B. - lNNO - B.M., Brussels, v Vereniging 
van de Kleinhandelaars in Tabak, Elsene. 
OJ C 52 of 2.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.34 
Case 14177: Action brought on 26 January 1977 by Mrs Ger-
arda Emer (nee van den Branden) against the Commission of 
the European Communities. 
OJ C 52 of 2.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.35 
Case 15/77: Action brought by Christof Schwab, a certificated 
agronomist, against the European Economic Community, rep-
resented by its institutions, namely l. The Council of the 
European Communities; 2. The Commission of the European 
Communities. 
OJ C 52 of 2.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.36 
Case 16/77: Reference for a preliminary ruling made by order 
of the Finanzgericht Hamburg, dated 18 January 1977 in the 
case of Diamalt AG v Hauptzollamt Itzehoe. 
OJ C 52 of 2.3.1977. 
Point 2.3 .3 7 
Case 17/77: Action brought on 31 January 1977 by Angel AI-
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onso and Others against the Commission of the European 
Communities. 
OJ C 52 of 2.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.38 
Judgment of the Court of 25 January 1977 in Case 46/76 (ref-
erence for a preliminary ruling made by the Arrondissements-
rechtbank, The Hague): W. J. G. Bauhuis v The Netherlands 
State. 
OJ C 60 of 1 0.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.39 
Judgment of the Court of 26 January 1977 in Case 49/76 (ref-
erence for a preliminary ruling made by the Verwaltungsger-
icht Hamburg): Gesellschaft fl.ir Oberseehandel mbH v Han-
delskammer. 
OJ C 60 of 10.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.40 
Judgment of the Court (second Chamber) of 25 January 1977 
in Case 65/76 (reference for a preliminary ruling made by the 
Correctionele Rechtbank, sitting at Oudenaarde (Belgium)): 
Marcel Derycke. 
OJ C 60 of 10.3.1977. 
Point 2l41 
Opinion on the common agricultural policy in the internation-
al context (possible consequences and improvements). 
OJ C61 of 10.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.42 
Opinion on the draft Commission recommendation on voca-
tional preparation for young people who are unemployed or 
threatened by unemployment. 
OJ C 61 of 10.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.43 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Regulation on the har-
monization of certain social provisions relating to goods trans-
port by inland waterway. 
OJ C 61 of 10.3.1977. 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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Point 2.3.32 
Case 18/77: Action brought on 4 February 1977 by the So-
ciete Sucres Union S.A. against the Commission of the Eu-
ropean Communities. 
OJ C 52 of 2.3.1977. 
Case 21/77: Action brought on 9 February 1977 by the So-
ciete Jean Lion et Cie, SA against the Commission of the Eu-
ropean Communities. 
OJ C 66 of 16.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.33 
Case 19/77: Action brought on 4 February 1977 by Miller In-
ternational Schallplatten GmbH against the Commission of 
the European Communities. 
OJ C 52 of 2.3.1977. 
Point 2.3 .34 
Case 20/77: Reference for a preliminary ruling made by judg-
ment of the Tribunal Administratif de Chiilons-sur-Marne, 
dated 1 February 1977, in the case of Societe Cooperative 
'Providence Agricole de la Champagne' v Office national in-
terprofessional des cereales. 
OJ C 66 of 16.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.35 
Case 22/77: Reference for a preliminary ruling made by judg-
ment of the Cour du Travail, Mons (Fourth ehamber), dated 
21 January 1977, in the case of Fonds National de Retraite 
des Ouvriers Mineurs v Giovanni Mura. 
OJ C 66 of 16.3.1977. 
Point 2.3 .36 
Case 23/77: Reference for a preliminary ruling made by order 
of the Finanzgericht MUnster, dated 19 January 1977, in the 
case of the Westfatischer Kunstverein v Hauptzollamt MUn-
ster. 
OJ C66 of 16.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.37 
Case 24/77: Reference for a preliminary ruling made by order 
of the Arbeitsgericht, Bonn, dated 21 December 1976, in the 
case of Geertje Wahl v the Land Nordrhein-Westfalen. 
OJ C 66 of 16.3.1977. 
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Point 2.3.38 
Case 25/77: Action brought on 22 February 1977 by Lucienne 
de Roubaix, nee de Leye, against the Commission of the Eu-
ropean Communities. 
OJ C 66 of 16.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.39 
Case 26/77: Reference for a preliminary ruling made by order 
of the Finanzgericht Berlin, dated 10 February 1977, in the 
case of Balkan-lmport-Export GmbH v Hauptzollamt Berlin-
Packhof. 
OJ C66 of 16.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.40 
Case 27/77: Reference for a preliminary ruling made by judg-
ment of the Tribunal Administratif de Paris, Third Section, 
dated 9 February 1977, in the case of Cargill company v Of-
fice National Interprofessionnel des Cereales. · 
OJ C 66 of 16.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.43 
Judgment of the Court of I February 1977 in Case 47/76 (ref-
erence for a preliminary ruling by the Hof van Beroep, 
Ghent): Alexis De Norre and his wife Martine, nee De Clerq, 
v NV Brouwerij Concordia. 
OJ C 60 of 10.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.44 
Judgment of the Court (Second Chamber) of 17 February 
1977 in Case 48176: Andreas H. Reinarz v Commission of the 
European Communities and Council of The European Com-
munities. 
OJ C 72 of 23.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.45 
Judgment of the Court of 2 February 1977 in Case 50/76 (ref-
erence for a preliminary ruling made by the College van Be-
roep voor het Bedrijfsleven): Amsterdam Bulb BV v Produkt-
schap voor Siergewassen. 
OJ C 66 of 16.3.1977. 
Point 2.3 .46 
Judgment of the Court of 1 February 1977 in Case 51/76 (ref-
erence for a preliminary ruling made by the Hoge Raad of the 
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Netherlands): Verbond van Nederlandse Ondememingen v 
Inspecteur der Invoerrechten en Accijnzen. 
OJ C60 of 10.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.47 
Judgment of the Court of 3 February 1977 in Case 52/76 (ref-
erence for a preliminary ruling made by the Pretura di Cit-
tadella): Luigi Benedetti v Munari F.lli s.a.s. 
OJ C60 of 10.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.48 
Judgment of the Court of 3 February 1977 in Case 53/76 (ref-
erence for a preliminary ruling made by the Tribunal Correc-
tionnel, Besan~n): Procureur de la Republique, Besan,.on v 
Bouhelier and Others. 
OJ C 66 of 16.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.49 
Judgment of the Court of 3 February 1977 in Case 62/76 (ref-
erence for a preliminary ruling by the Arbeidsrechtbank te 
Hasselt): Jozef Strehl v Nationaal Pensioenfonds voor Mijn-
werkers. 
OJ C 66 of 16.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.50 
Judgment of the Court of 15 February 1977 in Joined Cases 
69 and 70/76 (reference for a preliminary ruling made by the 
Bundesfinanzhof): Firma Rolf H. Dittmeyer v Hauptzollamt 
Hamburg-W altershof. 
OJ C 72 of 23.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.52 
Judgment of the Court of 17 February 1977 in Case 76/76 
(reference for a preliminary ruling made by the Cour de Cas-
sation of Belgium): Silvana Di Paolo v Office National de 
I'Emploi. 
OJ en of 23.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.54 
Judgment of the Court (First Chamber) of 3 February 1977 
in Case 91/76: Joelle de Lacroix v the Court of Justice of the 
European Communities. 
OJ C 72 of 23.3.1977. 
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Point 2.3.55 
Judgment of the Court of 17 February in Case 66/76: Con-
federation Fran~se Democratique de Travail v Council of 
the European Communities. 
OJ C 72 of 23.3.1977 
Point 2.3.56 
Opinion on the Commission proposals on the fixing of prices 
for certain agricultural products and on certain related mea-
sures. 
OJ C 77 of 30.3.1977. 
' Point 2.3.57 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Directive on the har-
monization of laws in the Member States to combat illegal 
migration and illegal employment. 
OJ C 77 of 30.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.58 
Opinion on the proposal for a seventh Directive pursuant to 
Article 540Xg) of the EEC Treaty concerning group ac-
counts. 
OJ C 75 of 26.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.59 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Directive for the co-
ordination of laws, regulations and administrative provisions 
regarding collective investments for transferable securities. 
OJ C 75 of 26:3.1977. 
Point 2.3.60 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Directive on toxic and 
dangerous waste. 
OJ C 77 of 30.3.1977. 
Point 2.3.61 
Opinion on the proposal for a Council Directive on the 
quality requirements for waters capable of supporting freshwater 
fish. 
OJ C 77 of 30.3.1977. 
Bull. EC 3-1977 
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Grants for research 
into European integration 1977-78 
The Commission of the European Communities will award 15 research grants, each of a maximum of 
FB 150 000, during 1977 for research projects dealing with European integration. Priority will be given to re-
search projects on 
THE DIRECT ELECTION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
REGULA 770NS: 
1. The research grants of the Commission of the European Communities are intended for young postgrad-
uate researchers and for lecturers and university teachers at the beginning of their career, who are un-
dertaking individual or team research on European integration, within a research institute or faculty. 
2. The application should include: 
- a 5 to 10 page typed presentation of the research project; } 
- an estimate of expenses; two copies 
- a completed application form;! 
- a curriculum vitae; 
- attestations of university degrees and diplomas; 
- a letter of recommendation from an academic authority. 
These papers are not returned to applicants. 
3. The age limit is. 40 years. 
4. Grants are not renewable. 
5. The maximum grant awarded is FB 150 000. 
It is paid in three parts: 
- half upon commencement of study; 
- a further quarter midway through the period covered by the grant, and upon presentation of two 
copies of a detailed progress report; 
- the final quarter upon reception of the typed manuscript referred to in point 8. 
6. Recipients of grants who do not complete their research are required to refund the balance of the grant. 
7. Employees of the institutions of the European Communities and their spouses and children may not 
apply. 
8. The study must be written in one of the official languages of the European Communities. 
Two copies of the final typewritten text must be submitted before 31 October 1978. 
9. The Commission of the European Communities may also contribute to the publication costs of the 
study, up to an amount not exceeding FB 30 000. 
10. Decisions to award grants will be taken by 31 October 1977 at the latest. 
11. Applications must be submitted before 30 June 1977 to one of the Press and Information Offices listed 
below! or to 
Commission of the European Communities 
Directorate-General for Information 
rue de la Loi 200 
B-1049 - Bruxelles (Belgique) - Tel. 735 00 40 - 735 80 40 
* 
1 Application forms may be obtained from the UnivetSity Division, Directorate-General for Information, Commission of the European Corn· 
munities, Berlaymont 2/01, rue de la l.oi, 200, B-1049 Brussels, or from any of the Information Offices of the European Communities listed 
below: 
Bonn : ZitelmannstraBe, 22, D-5300 Boon 
Brussels: 73, rue Archimede, B-1049 Bruxelles 
Copenhagen: Gammel Torv, 4, Postbox 144, DK-1004 Kobenhavn-K 
Dublin: 29, Merrion Square, IRL-Dublin 2 
The Hague: Lange Voorhout, 29, NL-Den Haag 
London : 20, Kensington Palace Gardens, GB-l.ondon W 8-4QQ 
Luxembourg : Centre europt!en, Kirehberg, L-Luxembourg 
Paris: rue des Belles Feuilles, 61, F-75782 Paris Cedex 16 
Rome: Via Poli. 29, 1-0()187 Roma 
Ankara: 13, 8ogaz Sokak, Kavaklidere, TR-Ankara 
Athens: 2, Vassilissis Sofias, GR-Athens 134 
Geneva: rue de Vermont, 37-39, CH-1211 Geneve 20 
Ottawa: Spark Street, 350, 11th Floor, CN-Ottawa 
Santiago: Avda R. Lyon, 1177, RCH-Santiago de Chile, Postai add-
ress : Casilla 10093 
Tokyo : Kowa 25, 8-7 Sanban-Cho, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 
Washington: 2100 M Street N.W. (suite No 707) USA-Washington 
D.C. 20037 
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De europmiske Fmllesskabers publikationer 
Veroffentlichungen der Europaischen Gemeinschaften 
Publications of the European Communities 
Publications des Communautes europeennes 
Pubblicazioni delle Comunita europee 
Publikaties van de Europese Gemeenschappen 
I Fortegnelse · Liste · List · Liste · Elenco · Lijst 3-1977 
HENVISNING · HINWEIS · NOTE · AVERTISSEMENT · AVVERTENZA · VOORBERICHT 
Denne oversigt omfatter s6vel officielle som ikke-
officielle publikationer (monografier, serier, tids-
skrifter, oplysningspjecer), der er udkommet i den 
omhandlede periode og offentliggjort af Europa-
Parlamentet, RAdet, Kommlssionen, Domstolen, Det 
ekonomiske og sociale Udvalg og Den europa~iske 
lnvesteringsbank. Disse publikationer kan fAs ved 
henvendelse til de nedenfor na~vnte adresser. An-
modningerne skal indeholde nejagtig angivelse af 
referencenumre forud for titlerne. 
Dieses Verzeichnis enthalt die im Berichtszeitraum 
erschienenen amtlichen und nichtamtlichen Veroffent-
lichungen (Monographien, .Reihen, Zeitschriften und 
lnformationsdienste) des Europaischen Parlaments, 
des Rates, der Kommission, des Gerichtshofes, des 
Wirtschafts- und Sozialausschusses und der Europa-
ischen lnvestitionsbank. Diese Veroffentlichungen sind 
bei den nachstehend aufgefUhrten Stellen erhaltlich. 
Bei Anfragen sind die den Titeln vorangestellten 
Referenzen vollstandig anzugeben. 
This list includes both official and unofficial publications 
(such as monographs, series, periodicals, newsletters) 
which were published in the given period, by the 
European Parliament, the Council, the Commission, the 
Court of Justice, the Economic and Social Committee 
and the European Investment Bank. These publications 
can be obtained from the addresses mentioned here-
inafter. lt is imperative that orders give the complete 
reference which precedes each title. 
Cette liste comprend les publications, officielles ou non 
(monographies, series, periodiques, notes d'informa-
tion), parues durant la periode de reference et publiees 
par le Parlement europeen, le Conseil, la Commission, 
la Cour de justice, le Comite economique et social et la 
Banque europeenne d'investissement. Ces publications 
peuvent Eltre obtenues aux adresses enumerees ci-
dessous. Les demandes doivent mentionner de faQon 
complete les references precedant les titres. 
11 presente elenco comprende le pubblicazioni, ufficiali 
o meno (monografie, serie, periodic!,· note d'infor-
mazione), edite nel periodo di riferimento dal Parlamento 
europeo, il Consiglio, la Commissions, la Corte di giu-
stizia, il Comitato economico e sociale e la Banca 
europea per gli investimenti. Tall pubblicazioni possono 
essere ottenute presso gli indirizzi qui di seguito elen-
cati. Le richieste dovranno comportare i riferimenti 
completi che precedono i titoli. 
Daze lijst omvat de al dan niet officiele publikaties 
(monografieen, series, tijdschriften, nieuwsmedede-
lingen) we!ke in de loop van het vermelde tijdvak ver-
schenen zijn en door het Europese Parlement, de Raad, 
de Commissie, het Hof van Justitia, het Economisch en 
Sociaal Comite en de Europese lnvesteringsbank 
warden uitgegeven. Deze publikaties zijn bij de hiema 
vermelde adressen verkrijgbaar. De aan de titels 
voorafgaande gegevens dienen bij aanvraag volledig 
te worden opgegeven. 
Publlkationer til salg · Zum Yerkaut bestlmmte Yer6Hentllchungen · Publications tor sale · Publications en vente · 
Pubbllcazlonlln vendlta · Tegen betallng verkriJgbare publlkatiea 
Publlkatloner med prlsanglvelse kan fl.s ved henvendelse tll salgskontorerne, som anglvet pi. tredje omslagsslde I denne 
bulletin · Veroffentlichungen mit Preisangabe sind bei den auf der dritten Umschlagseite des Bulletins aufgefiihrten 
Vertriebsbiiros erhaltlich · Publications with mention of price are obtainable from the Sales offices listed on the Inside 
back cover of the Bulletin · Les publications comportant un prix de vente peuvent ~tre obtenues aupres des bureaux de 
vente figurant a la page 3 de couverture du Bulletin · Le pubblicazioni messe in commercia si possono acquistare presso 
gli ufflci di vendita indicatl alia 38 pagina di copertina del Bollenino · Publik.aties met prijsvermeldlng zljn verkrijgbaar 
bij de Verkoopkantoren, vermeld op blz. 3 van het omslag van het Bulletin. 
Gratis publlkaUoner · Kostenlose Yer6Hentilchungen · Publications tree of charge · Publications gratultes · Pubbllca-
zlonl gratulte · Gratis verkrljgbare publlkatles 
Publlkatloner uden salgspris kan fl.s ved henvendelse til de udglvende instltutloner · Veroffentllchungen ohne Prels- · 
angabe konnen bel den Herausgebern angefordert werden · For publications with no sales price requests should be 
addressed to the Institutions that published them · Pour les publications qui ne comportent pas de prlx de vente, 11 y a 
lieu de s'adresser aux institutions qui les tJdltent · Le pubblicazlonl non dlsponiblll in commercia possono essere 
richleste a/le istltuzloni che le pubblicano · Voor pub/ikaties zonder prijsaanduldlng zlch wenden tot de lnstelllngen 
waardoor ze uitgegeven warden: 
EUROPA·PARLAMENTET • EUROPAISCHES PARLAMENT 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT • PARLEMENT EUROP~EN 
PARLAMENTO EUROPEO • EUROPEES PARLEIIIIENT 
Secretariat general du Parlement europeen 
Direction generale du greffe et des services gener.tux 
Boite postale 1601, Luxembourg 
Tel.: 47711 
R~DET FOR DE EUROPAEISKE FA:LLESSKABER • RAT DER 
EUROPAISCHEN GEMEINSCHAFTEN • COUNCIL OF THE 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES • CONSEIL DES COMMUNAUTES 
EUROPEENNES • CONSIGLIO DELLE COMUNITA EUROPEE 
• RAAD VAN DE EUROPESE GEMEENSCHAPPEN 
Secretariat general du Conseil 
Direction «Information et Documentation., 
Rue de la Loi 170, 1048 Bruxelles 
TcH.: 736 79 00 
KOMMISSIONEN FOR DE EUROPA: ISKE FA:LLESSKABER • 
KOMMISSION DER EUROPAISCHEN GEMEINSCHAFTEN • 
COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES • COMMIS· 
SION DES COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES • COMMISSIONE 
DELLE COMUNITA EUROPEE • COMMISSIE VAN DE EUROPESE 
GEMEENSCHAPPEN 
Division lX-D-1 
Rue de la Loi 200, 1049 Bruxelles 
Tel. : 735 00 40 
ii 
7358040 
735 80 30 
DO M STOLEN FOR DE EUROP A: ISKE F .A: LLESSKABER 
GERICHTSHOF DER EUROPAISCHEN GEMEIN.SCHAFTEN 
COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 
CouR DE JUSTICE DES COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES • 
CORTE Dl GIUSTIZIA DELLE COMUNITA EUROPEE • HOF VAN 
JUSTITIE VAN DE EUROPESE GEMEENSCHAPPEN 
Service interieur 
Plateau du Kirchberg 
Bolte postale 1406, Luxembourg 
Tel. :47621 
DET .ifKONOMISKE OG SOCIALE UDVALG • WIRTSCHAFTS· 
UND SOZIALAUSSCHUSS • ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COM· 
MITTEE • COMITif ECONOMIQUE ET SOCIAL • COMITATO 
ECONOMICO E SOCIALE • ECONOMISCH EN SOCIAAL COMITE 
Division « Presse, information et publications » 
Rue Ravenstein 2, 1000 Bruxelles 
Tel.: 512 39 20 
DEN EUROPA: ISKE INVESTERINGSBANK • EUROPAISCHE 
INVESTITIONSBANK • EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK • 
BANQUE EUROPEENNE D'INVESTISSEMENT • BANCA 
EUROPEA PER GLI INVESTIMENTI • EUROPESE INVESTE· 
RINGSBANK 
Direction des etudes 
Division « Documentation » 
2, place de Metz, Luxembourg 
'rei.: 43 so 11 
Pub/lkationer udgivet af Kommissionens presse- og lnformatlonskontorer kan ffJs ved henvendelse til de plgeeldende 
kontorer, hvls adresser geng/ves nedenfor · Veroffentlichungen der Presse- und lnformationsbiiros der Kommlssion sind 
1 
bel den jewelligen Biiros erhaltlich, deren Anschriften im folgenden aufgefiihrt sind · For publications issued by the 
Information Offices of the Commission, requests can be made to the competent offices listed hereinafter • Pour les pu-
blications des bureaux de presse et d'information de la Commission, il convient de s'adresser aux bureaux competents 
dont la 1/ste est reprise cl-apres · Per le pubblicazioni degli uffici stamps e informazione de/la Commlssione e necessaria 
rivolgersl agli uffici competent/, il cui elenco figura qui di seguito · Voor de publikaties van de voorlichtingsbureaus van 
de Commlssle, wende men zich tot de bureaus waarvan de adressen hierna vermeld zijn: 
BELGIQUE- BELGIE 
Rue Archimede 73-Archimedesstraat 73 
1049 Bruxelles- 1049 Brussel 
Tel.: 7350040 
DANMARK 
Gammel Torv 4 
Postboks 144 
1004 K-benhavn K 
Tel.l44140 
BR DEUTSCHLAND 
5300 Bonn 
ZitelinannstraBe 22 
Tel.238041 
1000 Berlin 31 
Kurfiirstendamm 102 
Tel. 892 40 28 
FRANCE 
61, rue des Belles-Feuilles 
75782 Paris Cedex 16 
Tel. 553 53 26 
IRELAND 
29 Merrion Square 
Dublin2 
Tel. 76 62 23 
IT ALIA 
ViaPoli,29 
00187Roma 
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* 7496 (2) 
Verhandlungen des Europiiischen Parlaments. Sitzungs-
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8707 (3) 
A study of the evolution of concentration in the pharma-
ceutical industry for the United Kingdom. 
By Professor J.B. Heath, Mr. S. Slatter, Dr. G. Megee, 
Mr. N. Owen, Miss A. Dove, ofthe London Business School. 
October 1975. 
(1977). 168 p. (E) FB 220,-
8156 (3) 
Methodology of concentration analysis applied to the study 
of industries ans markets. By Remo Linda. 
September 1976. 
(1977). 156 p. (E) FB 180,-
8757 (2) 
Untersuchung der Konzentrationsentwicklung in der Reifen-
industrie sowie ein Branchenbild der Kraftfahrzeugelektrik-
industrie in Deutschland. Oktober 1976. 
(1977). 190 p. (D) FB 180.-
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A study of the evolution of concentration in tfze Dutch paper 
products industry. November 1976. 
(1977). 89 p. (E) FB 100,-
8766 (3) 
A study of the evolution of concentration in the Danish food 
distribution industry. November 1976. 
Part one : Concentration in the Danish food distribution 
system. 
Part two : The first and the second price surveys in Denmark. 
(1977). 292 p. (E) FB 275,-
8768 (4) 
Etude sur /'evolution de la concentration dans 1es industries 
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(1977). 143 p. (I) . FB 180,-
8790 (2) 
Synoptische Obersichten uber die besonderen Ma.Pnahmen 
der Mitgliedstaaten der Europiiischen Gemeinschaften im 
Bereich des Handels. Studien Reihe Handel und Vertrieb 
Nr.2. 1976. 
(1977). 166 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 270,-
8868 (3) 
Spatial pricing and competition Studies n- 29. 1976. 
(1977). 61 p. (D.E.F.) FB 80,-
X 
8271 (2) 
Erliiuterungen zum Zolltarif der Europiiischen Gemein-
schaften. 9. Berichtigung. Stand am 1. Januar 1977. 
(1977) (Austauschbliitter) (D.F.I.NL) FB 60,-
8271 (4) 
Notes exp/icatives du Tarif douanier des Communautes euro-
peennes. 
9e mise a jour (1er janvier 1977). 
(1977) (feuillets modificatifs) (D.F.I.NL) FB 60,-
8271 (5) 
Note esp/icative del/a Tariffa dogana/e delle ComunitiJ 
europee. 
9°aggiornamento- 1° gennaio 1977. 
(1977). (Fogli mobili) (D.F.I.NL) 
8271 (6) 
FB 60,-
Toe/ichtingen op het Douanetarief voor de Europese Gemeen-
schappen. 
9e wijzigingsblad - bijgewerkt tot en met 1 januari 1977. 
(1977) (Wijzigingsbladen) (D.F.I.NL) FB 60,-
0konomlske, monetatre og flnansielle 
spergsmAI 
Wirtschaft, Wahrung und Finanzen 
Economic, Monetary and Financial Affairs 
~conomle, monnale et finances 
Economia, moneta e finanze 
Economie, geldwezen en financien 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • CoMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
8444 (1) 
Kompendiet over frellesskabstekster vedrf!)rende den 
monet re re politik. 
Marts 1976. Supplement. 
(1977) 61 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 75,-
8444 (2) 
Kompendium von Gemeinschaftstexten im Bereich der 
Wiihrungspolitik. 
Miirz 1976. Nachtrag. 
(1977). 61 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 75,-
8444 (3) 
Compendium of Community Monetary Texts. 
March 1976. Supplement. 
(1977). 61 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 75,-
8444 (4) 
Compendium des textes communautaires en manere moni-
taire. 
Mars 1976. Supplement. 
(1977). 61 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 75,-
8444 (5) 
Compendia dei testi comunitari in materia monetaria. 
Marzo 1976. Supplemento. 
(1977). 61 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 75,-
8444 (6) 
Compendium van communautaire teksten op monetair 
1 gebied. 
, Maart 1976. Supplement. 
(1977). 61 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) FB 75,-
8713 (F) 
L 'evolution des finances publiques dans les Etats membres 
de la Communauti de 1966 a 1970. Etudes- n° 11. 1976. 
Serie : Economie et Finances. 
(1977). 256 p. (D.E.F.) FB 225,-
* Den (i}konomiske situation i Frzllesskabet (kvartalsvis) 
* Die Wirtschaftslage der Gemeinschaft (vierteljahrlich) 
* The Economic Situation in the Community (quarterly) 
* La situation economique de la Communaute (trimestriel) 
* La situazione economica del/a Comunitil (trimestrale) 
* De economische toestand van de Gemeenschap (drie-
maandelijks) (DK.D.E.F.l.NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 800,-
* Schaubilder und Kurzkommentare zur Konjunktur in der 
Gemeinschaft. 
Grafieken met aantekeningen over de conjunctuur in de 
Gemeenschap. 
(D/NL) (monatlich/maandelijks) FB 90,-
* Diagrammer og kommentarer til den (!Jkonomiske situation 
i Frzllesskabet ' 
Graphs and Notes on the Economic Situation in the 
Community. 
(DK/E) (mdnedlig/monthly) FB 90,-
* Graphiques et notes rapides sur la conjoncture dons la 
Communaute 
Grafici e note rapide sui/a congiuntura ne/la Comunita. 
(F/1) (mensuel/mensile) FB 90,-
* Resultaterne af konjunkturunders(i}gelsen hos virksom-
hedsledere i Frzl/esskabet. FB 300,-
* Ergebnisse der Konjunkturbefragung bei den Unter-
nehmern in der Gemeinschaft. FB 300,-
* Results of the business survey carried out among manage-
ments in the Community. FB 300,-
* Resu/tats de /'enquete de conjoncture aupres des chefS' 
d'entreprise de la Communaute. FB 300,-
* Risu/tati dell'inchiesta congiuntura/e effettuata presso 
gli imprenditori del/a Comunita. FB 300,-
* Resultaten van de conjunctuurenquete bij het bedrijfs-
leven in de Gemeenschap. FB 300,-
(mdnedlig . monatlich . monthly . mensuel . mensile . 
maandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 2500,-
DEN EUROP.IE ISKE INVESTERINGSBANK • EUROPAISCHE 
INVESTITIONSBANK • EUROPEAN INVESTMENT BANK • 
BANOUE. EUROPEENNE D"INVESTISSEMENT BANCA 
EUROPEA PER GLI INVESTIMENTI • EUROPESE INVESTE-
RINGSBANK 
BEl/Pm (1) 
Lan og garantier til med/emslandene af Det europrziske 
rJkonomiske Frzl/esskab. 
3. udgave, oktober 1976. 
(1977). 20 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
BEl/Pm (2) . 
Darlehen und Garantien in den Mitglied.sliind.em der 
Europiiischen Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft. 
3. Auflage, Oktober 1976. 
(1977). 20 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
BEl/Pm (3) 
Loans ans guarantees in the Member Countries of the 
European Economic Community. 
3rd. edition, October 1976. 
(1977). 20 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
BEl/Pm (4) 
Prets et garanties dans les pays membres de la Communaute 
economique europeenne. 
JO edition, OCtObre 1976. 
(1977). 20 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuit 
BEl/Pm (5) 
Mutui e garanzie nei paesi membri del/a Comunitil econo-
mica e uropea. 
3& edizione, ottobre 1976. 
(1977). 20 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 
BEl/Pm (6) 
Gratuito 
Leningen en garanties in de Lid-Staten van de Europese Eco-
nomische Gemeenschap. 
Derde uitgave, oktober 1976. 
(1977). 20 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
xi 
Sociala spergsmAI 
Sozlala Angalaganhaitan 
Social Affairs 
Affairas socialas 
Affari sociali 
Sociala zakan 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
7330/1 
Lenstrukturen inden for handel, banker og forsikringvresen 
i 1974. Metoder og definitioner. 
Gehalts- und Lohnstruktur im GrojJ- und Einzelhandel, im 
Bank- und Versicherungsgewerbe in I974. Methodik und 
Definitionen. 
Structure of earnings in wholesale and retail distribution, 
banking and insurance in I974. Methods and definitions. 
Structure des salaires dans le commerce, les banques et les 
assurances en I974. Methodes et definitions. 
Struttura delle retribuzioni nel commercia, nelle banche e 
nelle assicurazioni neli974. Metodi e definkioni. 
Loonstructuur in de sectoren handel, banken en verzekeringen 
in 1974. Methoden en definities. 
B0 1 Specialserie . Sonderreihe . Special series . Sc!rie spe-
ciale . Serie speciale . Speciale serie. 
(1977) 223 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 600,-
* Timelsnninger. Arbejdstid 
Stundenverdienste. Arbeitszeit 
Hourly earnings. Hours of work 
Gains horaires. Duree du travail 
Retribuzioni orarie. Durata del lavoro 
Uurverdiensten. Arbeidsduur 
(halvArlig . halbjlihrlich . six-monthly . semestriel . 
semestrale . halfjaarlijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 450,-
* Erhvervsuddannelse - lnformationsbulletin 
Berufsbildung - Informationsbulletin 
Vocational Training - Information Bulletin 
Formation professionnelle - Bulletin d'information 
Formazione professionale - Bollettino d'informazione 
Beroepsopleiding - Jnformatiebulletin 
(kvartalsvis . vierteljlihrlich . quarterly . trimestriel 
trimestrale . driemaandelijks) 
(DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 240,-
* Fagforeningsinformation 
(to gange om mllneden) 
* Gewerkschaftsinformationen 
(zweimal im Monat) 
xii 
Gratis 
Gratis 
* Trade Union Information 
(Fortnightly) 
* Informations syndicales 
(bimensuel) 
* lnformazione sindacale 
(bimensile) 
* Vakbondsvoorlichting 
(halfmaandelijks) 
(DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 
lndustri 
Industria 
Industry 
Industria 
Industria 
Industria 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
Gratis 
Gratuit 
Gratuito 
Gratis 
* Rajem og stlll. Basispriser og jem- og stalproducenter. 
Roheisen und Stahlerzeugnisse. Grundpreise und Stahlunter-
nehmen 
Pig Iron and Steel. Basis Prices and Iron and Steel Under-
takings 
Fontes et aciers. Prix de base et entreprises sidirurgiques. 
Ghise ed acciai. Prezzi base e imprese siderurgiche 
Ruwijzer en staalprodukten. Basisprijzen en ijzer- en staal-
ondememingen 
(mAnedlig . monatlich . monthly . mensuel . mensile . 
maandelijks) (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 5 200,-
* Kvartalsbulletin for industriproduktionen 
Vierteljiihr/iches Bulletin der industrie/len Produktion 
Quarterly bulletin of industrial production 
Bulletin trimestriel de la production industriel/e 
Bol/ettino trimestrale del/a produzione industriale 
Kwartaalbulletin van de industriele produktie 
(kvartalsvis . vierteljlihrlich . quarterly . trimest~iel 
trimestrale . driemaandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 600,-
* Statistisk kvartalsbulletin for }ern og stdl 
Vierteljiihrliches Bulletin iiber Eisen- und Stahlstatistik 
Quarterly bulletin of iron and steel statistics 
Bulletin trimestriel de statistiques siderurgiques 
Bollettind trimestrale d i statistiche siderurgiche 
Driemaandelijks statistisch bulletin ijzer en staal 
(kvartalsvis . vierteljlihrlich . quarterly . trimestriel 
trimestrale . driemaandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 500,-
~400 
~rlige investeringer i industrisektoren iDe europfl!iske F fl!lles-
~kabers medlem.sstater, 1972-1974. 
fiihrliche Anlagein'vestitionen in den 1ndustrieunternehmen der 
~itg/iedstaaten der Europiiischen Gemeinschaften, 1972-974. nnual investments in fiXed assets in the industrial enterprises if the Member Countries of the European Communities, 1972-1974. 
lnvestissements annuels en actifs [!Xes dans les entreprises 
industrielles des Etats membres des Communautis euro-
peennes, 1972-1974. 
lnvestimenti annuali in capita/i fissi ne/le imprese industriali 
deg/i Stati membri delle Comunita europee, 1972-1974. 
/aarlijkse investeringen in vaste activa in de industriele onder-
nemingen van de lid-staten van de europese Gemeenschappen, 
1972-1974. 
(1977). 120 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 200,-
Energi 
Energie 
Energy 
Energie 
Energia 
Energie 
IKoMMISSIONEN • KoMMISSION • CoMMISSION • 
poMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
7377 (3) 
The role of the demand-duration curve in the evaluation of 
power station installation policies. 
Remarks on its effects on stations' utilization, generating 
capacity, load factor history and consumptions. G. Graziani, 
M. Maineri, C. Zanantoni. 
Energy. EUR 5599. 
(1977). 38 p. (E) FB 275,-
7378 (3) 
Effects of fast breeders' characteristics on consumptions and 
expenditures related to electric power generation. 
An assessment for the European Community. By G. 
Graziani and C. Zanantoni. 1976. 
Energy. EUR 5598. 
(1977). 36 p. (E) FB 275,-
* Kvartalsbulletin energistatistik 
Vierteljiihrliches Bulletin der Energiestatistik 
Quarterly bulletin of energy statistics 
Bulletin trimestriel des statistiques de /'energie 
Bollettino trimestrale di staristiche dell'energia 
Driemaandelijks bulletin van de energiestatistiek 
(kvartalsvis . vierteljiihrlich . quarterly . trimestriel 
irimestrale . driemaimdelijks). (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 900,-
Transport 
Verkehr 
Transport 
Transports 
Trasporti 
Vervoer 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
• Manedsoversigt over transpon 
Monatsiibersichten des Verkehrs 
Monthly tables of transpon 
Tableaux mensuels des transports 
Tabelle mensili dei trasponi 
Maandgegevens van het vervoer 
( manedlig . monatlich . monthly . mensuel . 
mensili . maandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel 
Landbrugspolitik 
Landwirtschaft 
Agriculture 
Politique agricole 
Agricoltura 
Landbouw 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
X/18/77 (1) 
FB 700,-
Det europfl!iske Ffl!llesskabs generelle prfl!ferencesystem for 
landbrugsprodukter. 
Meddelelser om den f:relles Iandbrugspolitik. Nr. 1. 
Januar 1977. 
1977. 9 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
X/18/77 (2) 
Das System der allgemeinen Priiferenzen der Europiiischen 
Gemeinschaft in bezug auf Agrarerzeugnisse. 
Mitteilungen zur gemeinsamen Agrarpolitik. Nr. 1. 
Januar 1977. 
1977. 5 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
X/18/77 (3) 
The European Community's generalized scheme of prefer-
ences in relation to agricultural products. 
Newsletter on the common agricultural policy. No 1. 
January 1977. 
1977. 9 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
xiii 
X/18/77 (4) 
Le systeme des preferences generalisees de la Communaute 
europeenne dims le secteur agricole. 
Nouvelles de la politique agrit:ole commune. N° 1. 
Janvier 1977. 
1977. 9 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuit 
X/18/77 (5) 
11 sisterrul delle preferenze generaliuate del/a Comunita 
europea ne/ settore agricolo. 
Notizie sulla politica agricola comune. N.l. Gennaio 1977. 
1977. 9 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratuito 
X/18/77 (6) 
Het stelsel van algemene preferenties van de Europese 
Gemeenschap met betrekking tot landbouwprodukten. 
Landbouwbulletin. N° 1. Januari 1977. 
1977. 9 p. (DK.D.E.F.I.NL) Gratis 
EUR 5561 (3) 
The maize crop as a basic feed for beef production. 
Animal feed science and technology. Special issue. 
October 1976. 
Published for the Commission of the European Communities. 
Amsterdam : Elsevier/North-Holland Biomedical Press. 
(1977). 330 p. (E) 
DOC/EUR/76/5 (2) 
Die Agrarpolitik der Europiiischen Gemeinschaft. 
Europiiische Dokumentation : Zeitschrift. 1976. N° 5. 
(1977). 37 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20,-
DOC/EUR/76/5 (3) 
The agricultural policy of the European Community. 
European documentation: periodical publication. 1976. Nos 
(1977). 37 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20,-
DOC/EUR/76/5 (4) 
Lo. politique agricole de la Communaute europeenne. 
Documentation europeenne :publication periodique. 1976. 
ND 5. . 
(1977). 37 p. (D.E.F.i.NL) FB 20,-
DOC/EUR/76/5 (5) 
Lo. politica agraria de/la Comunita europea. 
Documentazione europea: pubblicazione periodica. 1976. 
N. 5. 
(1977). 37 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20,-
DOC/EUR/76/5 (6) 
Het Landbouwbeleid van de Europese Gemeenschap. 
Europese documentatie: uitgave tijdschrift. 1976. N° 5. 
(1977). 37 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20,-
xiv 
DOC/EUR/76/6 (2) 
Die Agrarpo/itik der Europaischen Gemeinschaft. 
Europiiische Dokumentation : fiir die Hand des Lehrers. 
1976. N° 6. Schriftenreihe Gewerkschaften und Arbeit· 
nehmer. 1976. N° 6. 
(1977). 37 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) 
DOC/EUR/76/6 (3) 
The agricultural policy of the European Community. 
European documentation : school series 1976. No 6, trade 
union series 1976. No6. 
(1977). 37 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) 
DOC/EUR/76/6 (4) 
FB 20,-
Lo. politique agricole de la Communaute europeenne. 
Documentation europeenne: serie pedagogique 1976. N° 6, 
serie syndicale et ouvriere. 1976. N" 6. 
(1977). 37 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20,-
DOC/EUR/76/6 (5) 
Lo. politica agraria del/a Comunita europea. 
Documentazione europea : aggiomamenti didattici. 
1976. N. 6, serie sindacale e operaia. 1976. N. 6. 
(1977). 37 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20,-
DOC/EUR/76/6 (6) 
Het landbouwbeleid van de Europese Gemeenschap. 
Europese documentatie : voorlichting onderwijs 1976. N° 6, 
reeks vakbondsvoorlichting. 1976. N° 6. 
(1977). 37 p. (D.E.F.I.NL) FB 20,-
* Vegetabilske produkter 
P/lanzliche Produkte 
Crop production 
Produits vegetaux 
Prodotti vegetali 
Plantaardige produkten 
{uregelmiESsig . unregelmiiBig . irregular . irregulier . 
irregolare . onregelmatig) {DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 750,· 
* Mdnedlig statistik for ked 
Monatliche Statistiken Uber Fleischerzeugung 
Monthly statistics on the production of meat 
Statistiques mensuelles de la production de viande 
Statistiche mensili del/a produzione di carne 
MaandelUkse statistieken van vlees 
{mlnedlig . monatlich . monthly . mensuel . mensile . 
maandelijks) {D/E/F/1) 
Abonnement annuel FB 2 300,-
* Mdned/ig statistik for meelk 
Monatliche Statistik van Milch 
Monthly statistics of milk 
Statistiques mensue/les du fait 
Statistiche mensili del latte 
I 
Maandeliikse statistieken van me/k 
(m4nedlig . monatlich . monthly . mensuel . mensile . 
maandelijks) (D/E/F/1) 
Abonnement annuel FB I 400,-
* Mdned/ig statistik for eeg 
Monatliche Statistik van Eiern 
Monthly statistics of eggs 
Statistiques mensuel/es des eeufs 
Statistiche mensili delle uova 
Maandeliikse statistieken van eieren 
(mAnedlig . monatlich . monthly . mensuel . mensile . 
maandelijks) (D/F) 
Abonnement annuel FB I 400,-
* Salgspriser for landbrugsprodukter 
Verkaufspreise landwirtschaftlicher Produkte 
Selling prices of agricultural products 
Prix de vente de produits agricoles 
Prezzi di vendita dei prodotti agricoli 
Verkooppriizen van landbouwprodukten 
(10 ha:fter pr. lir/10 Hefte jahrlich/10 issues yearly/10 
numeros par an/10 fascicoli all'anno/10 nummers per 
jaar) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 2 000,-
* Landbrugets indkBbspriser 
Einkaufspreise der Landwirtscha/t 
Purchasing prices of agriculture 
Prix d'achat de /'agriculture 
Prezzi d'acquisto del/'agricoltura 
Aankooppriizen van de /andbouw 
(kvartalsvis . vierteljiihrlich . quarterly . trimestriel . 
trimestrale . driemaandelijks) 
(DK/D/E/F /1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 750,-
* Landbrugsmarkeder . Seriepriser: Anima/ske produkter 
Agrarmiirkte . Serie Preise: Tierische Produkte 
Agricultural Markets. Series Prices: Livestock Products 
Marches agrico/es . St:rie Prix: Produits animaux 
Mercati agricoli. Serie Prezzi: Prodotti anima/i 
Landbouwmarkten . Serie Prijzen: Dierliike produkten 
(uregelma:ssig . unregelmiiBig . irregular . irregulier . 
irregolare. onregelmatig). (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 120,-
* Landbrugsmarkeder . Seriepriser: Vegetabi/ske produkter 
Agrarmiirkte . Serie Preise: P/fanzliche Produkte 
Agricultural Markets. Series Prices: Vegetable Products 
Marches agricoles . 8erie Prix: Produits vegetaux 
Mercati agricoli . Serie Prezzi: Prodotti vegetal! 
Landbouwmarkten . Serie Prijzen: Plantaardige produkten 
(uregelma:ssig . unregelmiiBig . irregular . irregulier . 
irregolare . onregelmatig) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 120,-
* Medde/e/ser om den feelles landbrugspolitik (mlinedlig) 
Gratis 
. * Mittei/ungen zur gemeillsamen Agrarpolitlk (monatlich) 
Newsletter on the common agricultural policy 
Nouvelles de la po/itique agrico/e commune 
Gratis 
Gratis 
(mensuel) 
Gratuit 
Notizie sui/a politico agricola comune (mensile) Gratuito 
Landbouwbul/etin (maandelijks) Gratis 
Udvikling og samarbejde 
Entwicklung und Zusammenarbeit 
Development and Cooperation 
D6veloppement et coop6ration 
Sviluppo e cooperazione 
Ontwikkeling en samenwerking 
KOMMISSIONEN · KOMMISSION • COMMISSION · 
COMMISSION • C0MMISSIONE • C0MMISSIE 
* Situation semestriel/e des projets du ]e FED 
(Fends europeen de developpement) en execution 
(semestriel) (F) Gratuit 
* Situation semestrielle des projets du je FED 
(Fonds europeen de developpement) en execution 
(semestriel) (F) Gratuit 
* The Courier 
European Community - Africa-Caribbean-Pacific 
(bi-monthly) (E.F) Gratis 
* Le Courrier 
Communaute europeenne - Afrique-Caraibes-Pacifique 
(bimestriel) (E.F.) Gratuit 
XV 
Vldenskab og teknologl 
Wlssenschaft und Technologie 
Science and Technology 
Science et technologie 
Sclenza e tecnologia 
Wetenschap en technologie 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION · COMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
7258 (3) 
Removal of actinides from high activity wastes by solvent 
extraction : outline of the research work at lspra J.R.C. 
Laboratories, by F. Mannone. 
Nuclear science and technology. EUR 5527. 
(1977). 41 p. (E) FB 150,-
7414 (4) 
Le mercure : production, consommation et demande future 
dans le monde et dans la Communauti europeenne. 
L. Van Wambeke. 
Environnement et qualite de la vie. EUR 5654. 
(1977). 123 p. (F) FB 270,-
7416 (3) 
Standards and reference substances. Progress report 1975. 
By R.H. Gillot and H. Laurent. 1976. 
BER Information. EUR 5551. 
(1977). 114 p. (E) FB 270,-
7417 (3) 
Stress wave emission :a biographical survey. No 2. 
By A.C. Lucia and M. Galli. 1976. 
Nuclear science and technology. EUR 5617. 
(1977). 48 p. (E) FB 315,-
7457 (3) 
Final report on project 2 : extension and revision of the 
COST/accounting scheme to interactive systems of the 
network. By P.H. Vickers. 1976. 
Information management. EUR 5627. 
(1977). 90 p. (E) FB 350,-
7476 (3) 
Guidance notes for safe diving. Compiled by the European 
Diving Technology Committee. 
Industrial health and safety. EUR 5695. 
1977. 58 p. (E) FB 240,-
xvi 
. * Strahlenschutz-Referateblatt 
Descriptive Bulletin on Radiological Protection 
Bulletin signaletique en radioprotection 
Bolletrino segnaletico radioprotezione 
Beschrijvend Bulletin radioactiviieitsbescherming 
(monatlich . monthly . mensuel . mensile . maandelijks) 
(Mult.) Gratuit 
* Euro-abstracts - Section I. Euratom and EEC Research 
(mensuel) (Mult.) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 200,-
* Euro-abstracts - Section 11. Coal and Steel 
(mensuel) (D/E/F) 
Abonnement annuel Gratuit 
Mllje og llvakvalltet 
Umwelt und Lebenaqualltlt 
Environment and Quality of Life 
Envlronnement et quallt6 de la vie 
Amblente e qualltl\ della vlta 
Milieu en kwalltelt van het leven 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
7380 (3) 
Diffusion Models for Air Pollutants. K.H. Miiller. 
Environment and quality of life. EUR 5564. 
(1977). 28 p. (E) FB 130,-
7413 (3) 
Cluster diameter measurements using an electric mobility 
spectrometer. By E. Tamorani and G. Ottombrini. 1976. 
Environment and quality of life. EUR 5548. 
(1977). 17 p. (E) FB 185,-
7455 (3) 
PM gain modulation system with Kt2 response. 
By R. Benoit, E. De Blust, A. Pedrini. 1977. 
Environment and quality of life. EUR 5632. 
1977. 18 p. (E) FB 155,-
Statistik 
Statistiken 
Statistics 
Statistiques 
Statistiche 
Statistieken 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION · COMMISSION · 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
7197/2 
Input-Output table. 
Tableau entrees-sorties. 
United Kingdom-1970. November 1976. 
(1977). 82 p. (E/F) FB 350,-
7197/3 
Input-Output tabel. 
Tableau entrees-sorties. 
Nederland-1970. November 1976. 
(1977). 82 p. (FINL) FB 350,-
7330/1 
L~nstrukturen inden for handel. Banker og /orsikringvfl!sen 
i I974. Metoder og definitiom;:r 
Gehalts- und Lohnstruktur im GrojJ- und Einzelhandel, im 
Bank- und Versicherungsgewerbe in 1974. Methodik und 
Definitionen. 
Structure of earnings in wholesale and retail distribution, 
banking and insurance in 1974. Methods and definitions 
Structure des salaires dons le commerce, les banques et les 
assurances en 1974. Methodes et definitions. 
Struttura delle retribuzioni net commercio, nelle banche e 
ne/le assicurazioni ne/1974. Metodi e definizioni. 
Loonstructuur in de sectoren handel, banken en verze-
keringen in I974. Methoden en definities. 
N° 1. Specialserie . Sonderreihe . Special series . Serie spe-
ciale . Serie speciale . Speciale serie 
(1977). 223 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 600,-
7336 (2) 
Indizes der Verbraucherpreise in den Liindem der Euro-
piiischen Gemeinschaften. 
Vergleich der Indizes und Ansatzpunkte ihrer Harmo-
nisierung. Bericht von Josef Stadlbauer. Miirz 1975. 
(1977).111 p. (D.E.F.) FB 200,-
7336 (3) 
Consumer price indexes in the European Community. 
Comparison of existing indexes and approaches to their 
harmonization. Report by Josef Stadlbower. March 1975. 
(1977). 87 p. (D.E.F.) FB 200,-
7336 (4) 
Indices des prix a la consommation dans les pays des Com-
munautes europeennes. 
Comparaison des indices et proposition pour leur harmoni-
sation. Rapport de Josef Stadlbower. Mars 1975. 
(1977). 111 p. (D.E.F.) FB 200,-
7400 
Arlige investeringer i industrisektoren i De europaeiske 
Fa!llesskabers medlemsstater, 1972-1974. 
Jiihrliche Anlageinvestitionen in den Industrieuntemehmen der 
Mitgliedstaaten der Europiiischen Gemeinschaften. 1972-
1974. 
Annual investments in fzxed assets in the industrial enterprises 
of the Member countries of the European Communities, 
1972-1974. 
Investissements annuels en actifs fixes dans les entreprises 
industrielles des Etats membres des Communautis euro-
peennes, 1972-1974. 
Investimenti annuali in capitali fissi nelle imprese industriali 
degli Stati membri delleComunitil europee, 1972-1974. 
Jaarlijkse investeringen in vaste activa in de indusmele onder-
nemingen van de lid-staten van de europese Gemeenschappen. 
1972-1974. 
(1977). 120 p. (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) FB 200,-
* Mdnedsbu//etin for a/men statistik 
Monatsbu/letin der a/lg.emeinen Statistik 
Monthly general statistics bulletin 
Bulletin mensuel des statistiques gbrerales 
Bollettino mensile delle statistiche generali 
Maandelijks bulletin a/gemene statistiek 
(m4nedlig . monatlich . monthly . mensuel . mensile . 
maandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 500,-
* Timelenninger. Arbejdstid 
Stundenverdienste. Arbeitszeit 
Hourly earnings. Hours of work 
Gains horaires. Duree du travail 
Retribuzioni orarie. Durata de//avoro 
Uurverdiensten. Arbeidsduur 
(halv!rlig . halbjiihrlich . six-monthly . semestriel . seme-
strale . halfjaarlijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 450,-
* Vegetabi/ske produkter 
Pf/anzfiche Produkte 
Crop production 
Produits vegetaux 
Prodotti vegeta/i 
Plantaardige produkten 
( 10-12 ha:fter pr. Ar. 10-12 Hefte jiihrlich. 10-12 issues 
yearly. 10-12 numeros par an. 10-12 fascicoli all'anno. 
10-12 nummers per jaar) 
(DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 750,-
xvii 
* Mdnedlig statistik for kod 
Monatliche Statistiken iiber Fleischerzeugung 
Monthly statistics on the production of meat 
Statistiques mensuel/es de la production de viande 
Statistiche mensili del/a produzione di carne 
Maandelijkse statistieken van vlees 
(10 hll:!fter pr. lk 10 Hefte jiihrlich. 10 issues yearly. 10 nu-
meros par an. 10 fascicoli all'anno. 10 nummers per jaar) 
(DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 2 300,-
* Mdnedlig statistik for mr2lk 
Monatliche Statistik von Milch 
Monthly statistics of milk 
Statistiques mensuel/es du fait 
Statistiche mensili dellatte 
Maandelijkse statistieken van melk 
( 10 ha:!fter pr. Ar. 10 Hefte jiihrlich. 10 issues yearly. 10 nu-
meros par an. 10 fascicoli all'anno. 10 nummers per jaar). 
(DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 400,-
* Mdnedlig statistik for r2g 
Monat/iche Statistik von Eiern 
Monthly statistics of eggs 
Statistiques mensuelles des fl!u[s 
Statistiche mensili delle uova 
Maandelfl/cse statistieken van eieren 
(10 ha:!fter pr. Ar. 10 Hefte jiihrlich. 10 issues yearly. 10 nu-
meros par an. 10 fascicoli all'anno. 10 nummers per jaar). 
(DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 400,-
* Sa/gspriser for /andbrugsprodukter 
Verkaufspreise landwirtschaft/icher Produkte 
Selling prices of agricultural products 
Prix de vente de produits agrico/es 
Prezzi di vendita dei prodotti agrico/i 
Verkoopprijzen van landbouwprodukten 
(10 hrefter pr. Ar.IO Hefte jiihrlich.IO issues yearly.IO 
numeros par an. 10 fascicoli all'anno.l 0 nummers per 
jaar) <DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 2 000,-
* Landbrugets indkobspriser 
Einkaufspreise der Landwirtschaft 
Purchasing prices of agriculture 
Prix d'achat de /'agriculture 
Prezzi d'acquisto de//'agrico/tura 
Aankoopprijzen van de landbouw 
(kvartalsvis . vierteljahrlich . quarterly . trimestriel . 
trimestrale . driemaandelijks) 
(DK/D/E/F /1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 750,-
xviii 
* Kvartalsbu/letinfor industriproduktionen 
Vierte/jiihr/iches Bulletin der industrie/len Produktion 
Quarterly bulletin of industrial production 
Bulletin trimestrie/ de la production industrie//e 
Bo//ettino trimestrale del/a produzione industria/e 
Kwartaalbu/letin van de industrie/e produktie I 
(kvartalsvls . vierteljiihrlich . quarterly . trimestriel . tri-
mestrale . driemaandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 600,-
* Statistisk kvartalsbu//etin for jern og std/ 
Vierte/jiihrliches Bulletin iiber Eisen- und Stahlstatistik 
Quarterly bulletin of iron and steel statistics 
Bulletin trimestrie/ de statistiques siderurgiques 
Bol/ettino trimestrale di statistiche siderurgiche 
Driemaande/ijks statistisch bulletin ijzer en staal 
(kvartalsvis . vierteljahrlich . quarterly . trimestriel . tri-
mestrale . driemaandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 500,-
* Kvartalsbu/letin for energistatistik 
Vierteljlihrliches Bulletin der Energiestatistik 
Quarterly bulletin of energy statistics 
Bulletin trimestriel des statistiques de l'energie 
Bollettino trimestrale di statistiche dell'energia· 
Driemaandelflks bulletin van de energiestatistiek 
(kvartalsvis . vierteljiihrlich . quarterly . trimestriel . tri-
mestrale • driemaandelijks) (DK/D/EiF/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 900,· 
* Mdnedlig bulletin over udenrigshandelen 
Monatsbu//etin der Aujlenhandelsstatistik 
Monthly external trade bulletin 
Bulletin mensuel du commerce exterieur 
Bollettino mensile del commercio estero 
Maandbul/etin van de buitenlandse handel 
(mlnedlig . monatlich • monthly mensuel . mensile . 
maandelijks) (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 500,-
• Mlmedsoversigt over transport 
Monatsiibersichten des Verkehrs 
Monthly tables of transport 
Tableaux mensuels des transports 
Tabel/e mensili dei trasporti 
Maandgegevens van het vervoer 
( mAnedlig . monatlich . monthly . mensuel . mensile . 
maandelijks (DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 700,-
• Handelsstremme 
Handelsstrome 
Trade flows 
Echlmges commerciaux 
Scambi commercia/i 
Handelsverkeer 
(6 ha:fter pr. Ar • 6 Hefte jli.hrlich . 6 issues yearly . 6 nu-
m~ros par an . 6 fascicoli all'anno . 6 nummers per jaar) 
(DK/D/E/F/1/NL) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 500,-
* Eurostat-Mitteilungen. 
Eurostat news. 
Informations de I'Eurostat. 
(monatlich . monthly . mensuel) (D.E.F) 
Dh(erse 
Verschledenes 
M lscellaneous 
Divers 
Vari 
Diversen 
KOMMISSIONEN • KOMMISSION • COMMISSION • 
COMMISSION • COMMISSIONE • COMMISSIE 
* Udvalgte artikler. Biblioteket Luxembourg 
Gratuit 
Ausgewiihlte Zeitschriftenaufsiitze. Bibliothek Luxemburg 
Selected articles. Library Luxembourg 
Articles selectionnes. Bibliotheque Luxembourg 
Articoli selezionati. Biblioteca Lussemburgo. 
(mult.) Gratuit 
* Fortegnelse over nyerhvervelser. Bibliotek 
Verzeichnis tkr Neuerwerbungen. Bibliothek 
List of Additions. Library 
Bulletin des acquisitions. Bibliotheque 
Bollettino delle acquisizioni. Biblioteca 
Lijst van aanwinsten. Bibliotheek 
(mlinedlig . monatlich . monthly mensuel . mensile . 
maandelijks) (mult.) FB 70,-
* Dokumente und Publikationen. 
Europiische Gemeinschaften. 
A Bonn (zweimal im Monat) (D) 
* ef-dokumentation. 
Gratis 
A Ksbenhavn (to gange om mlineden) (OK) Gratis 
* ef-kalender. 
A K111benhavn (ugentlig) (OK) Gratis 
* ef-guide. 
A K111benhavn (uregelma:ssig) (DB) 
* Oplysningsblad om dokumentation 
Dokumentationsbulletin 
Bulletin on Documentation 
Bulletin de renseignement documentaire 
Bollettino di informazione documentaria 
Documentatiebu/letin 
Gratis 
(ugentlig . wi:ichentlich . weekly . hebdomadaire . setti-
manale . wekelijks) (mutt.) 
Abonnement annuel FB 1 000,-
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